March, April, May, June and July 2019

“Do all the good you can,
By all the means you can
In all the ways you can,
In all the places you can,
At all the times you can,
To all the people you can,
As long as ever you can.”
― John Wesley

Autumn is here. Photo taken in the Cathedral garden.

Dean’s Letter
Dear Fellow Parishioners,
The great majority of children born are brought to church to be
christened or baptized. It is a custom which shows the hold that
baptism has on the minds of many people. The question I want
to ask is this: What do the parents who bring the children mean by their
action? Do they, being loyal and faithful members of the church
themselves, really desire baptism as the spiritual birth for their children
and membership through baptism of the family of the church. Or are
they blindly following an ancient custom, without understanding the
privileges and duties involved, just for custom’s sake? Furthermore, we should ask ourselves: what
are the effects of baptism on us. I strongly believe baptism makes us to embrace the character of
Jesus and we are called to live in the light of the Master Jesus.
I like the declaration we make during the baptism service, about our faith and what we believe.
That is: “This is our faith. We believe and trust in one God Father, Son and Holy Spirit”. We
are not to be ashamed of what we believe and who we believe in.
The question becomes: “If you had to speak publicly about your convictions, would you know what
to say? Would you be able to discuss your spiritual beliefs without embarrassment?” Apparently, St
Agnes, a young Roman girl of the third century, could (St Agnes, A.D.304). While virtually all the
details of her life are shrouded in legend, we do know that she was very young – not more than
twelve or thirteen – when she was arrested and executed for the crime of being a Christian.
In our day and age, virtually every imaginable topic is freely discussed on life style, or reality
shows; like Top Billing, Perfect Wedding etc. We learn intimate and very personal details of
strangers’ and celebrities’ private lives, yet we are often reluctant to discuss the mysteries of life
and death with even our closest friends and family members. Sadly, they often are similarly
reluctant to discuss those topics with us.
While we don’t have to become so single-minded and stereo-typed about our spirituality that
people avoid us at parties or even at malls, neither should we be ashamed to let people know what
we believe. Instead, we should strive to integrate our spiritual and social lives in such a way that the
people around us feel comfortable talking to us about their beliefs. By being open, neither forcing
our convictions on someone else nor withholding them, we then not only live honestly, we also
give others the courage to live honestly and with integrity.
As Christians, we should be asking ourselves these two fundamental questions:
• How does my spiritual life affect /impact my relationship with the people I meet
daily?
• What can I do to fully integrate my spiritual and my physical life?
Finally, I believe we should all profess our faith in the Triune God daily as children of the Light.
The Dean
Fr Lazarus Mohapi

This is a coaster with Fr Lazarus’s
favourite quote. It stays next to his bed.
You can’t live a perfect day without
doing something for someone who
will never be able to repay you.
John Wooden

The Lent course was held by the Dean Fr Lazarus
and was a success. I’m sure it was not only the tea and biscuits that drew the people to
spend their time on a Wednesday in the church hall. I’m sure it was the teaching and
exchange between the attendees that was most inviting.

Palm Sunday preparations.
It was Saturday afternoon when we all came together in the class room to share banter
and friendship while making Palm crosses. There were one or two of us who remembered
how to make them but most needed a quick refresher. We had tea and yummy hot cross
buns. Even the little ones helped. Eldrid Boraine kept us entertained with his nonsense
jokes.

Palm Sunday
Palm Sunday was the 14 April 2019 and my, but the church looked wonderful with the
palm decorations. Cedric our estate manager and Koos his right hand man got in touch
with their inner decorating side and arranged the palms beautifully.

The Good Friday Service
The theme was - Forgiveness the way of peace.

The service had a large attendance. There were many who spoke and contributed Fr Lazarus, Fr Gordon, Rev Tlagu, Rev Deon and De la Harpe le Roux.

The Free State Symphony Orchestra
Good Friday evening was celebrated with the FSSO here at the Cathedral, to the sound of
Bach's sacred piece the Easter Oratorio.

Easter Vigil service (Lighting of the Paschal Candle) on the 20 April.
Dean Lazarus, Rev’d Tlagu and Rev’d Grant took part in the service with the lay ministers
and all the parish families that went to pray the first prayers for the Resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

Easter Sunday
The services revered Our Lord for the sacrifice he made to save us all. At this time of the
year we reflect on how lucky we are to have the chance to go and be with Jesus our Lord.
The Lenten fast was over and a little treat of an Easter egg given to each congregant.

SHAVE-A-THON
The Cathedral hosted a shave-a- thon on Saturday the 11 May in conjunction
with St John, the CC Riders, Impact Riders, Motheo TVET College, Men’s
Fellowship and Mothers Union.
The gentlemen who attend the soup kitchen came and washed their hair, faces and some
of them even washed their feet. They could also have their hair and beards shaved.
They were given a blanket with a parcel of tooth paste, tooth brush, soap, deodorant and
socks. Then they had a bowl of samp with soup to eat.
Speaking to the gentlemen on the Monday after the shave-a- thon, they said how much
they had enjoyed the chance to clean up and take care themselves.

The BINGO evening was held on Friday May 24. Liola organised a fun evening with lots of
prizes and yummy food. Stephen and his helpers made sure all the guests never went
thirsty.
Sandy and her crew took the tickets and sold lots of bingo boards to those hoping that an
extra one or two would bring them more luck.
There were some tables that did not win anything and others that seemed to have a
leprechaun dancing on their tables.
The stage was full of prizes from one end to the other. The prizes included a microwave,
wine and liquor, jewellery hampers, kitchen ware, hair styling vouchers, packs of soft
drinks, outdoor chair cushions, vouchers from Clicks, Foschini Group, Woolworths and
much, much more.
The top prize was a Kloppers voucher worth R2000.00 donated by Prof Wayne Marais.

R16, 647.00

was raised.

The Green Anglican Movement
The Green Anglican Movement in the Greater Bloemfontein and Bloemfontein
Archdeaconries had a one day training on a new Youth Manual and a parallel session the
same day 26 May, for Sunday School teachers on Green Anglicans with the Provincial
Coordinator for the Movement Mr. Bino Makhalanyane.
Anglicans have long been concerned with environmental issues. The Anglican
Communion states that the fifth mark of mission is
to strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and
sustain and renew the earth’.
The Anglican Church of Southern Africa’s
Environmental Network (ACSA-EN) aims to
support churches and Dioceses to fulfil God’s call
to be earth keepers and to care for Creation.

The Cathedral was represented by Sunday School Teachers Kamo and Chevonne. Rev’d
Motlagomang Tlagu Molokoane from the Cathedral and Rev’d Tshegofatso Msibi from
Holy Cross are the Environment program coordinators for the Diocese of the Free State.

Personal Profile: Julian Trevor Myers (Church Warden)
I was born in Bloemfontein on 20 September 1962. I am the eldest son
from a family of four sisters (One has since passed on) and three
brothers.
Both my parents come from a strong Anglican background,
worshipping back then at St Phillips in Heatherdale, before it was
renamed Heidedal.
I was baptized at St Phillips church Heatherdale on 4 November 1962,
where my grandfather from my mother’s side, Robey Melck, was the
organist for many years.
My family moved to Homevale in Kimberley in 1966. We were some
of the first people to move into that area. I can still remember that this
was at that stage an underdeveloped suburb with no roads in place. It
was situated very far from town and thus inherited the name Tipperary, derived from the song “It’s
a long way to Tipperary…” To this day this suburb is still called “Tips”. This is where I grew up,
started and finished school.
I lost my father, at the age of 16 years. My faith played a pivotal role in me accepting God’s will. I
had to adapt from being a boy to becoming a man, taking on more responsibility. At this stage of
my life, I had drawn much inspiration from my cousin and lifelong friend, Brian Marajh, who is
now the bishop of George. My inspiration was also drawn from Psalm 139 and also Psalm 17:8
which reads: Keep me as the apple of your eye; hide me in the shadow of your wings.
At first we attended Sunday school and Eucharist services under a tree or the homes of different
families. Later on we used a classroom at Homevale Primary School, till 1970, when All Saints
Anglican Church building was completed. I continued Sunday school at All Saints Church, where I
was also confirmed on 4 December 1975. I was always involved in the life of the church and later
on became a Sunday school teacher attaining a SANSSA Certificate in 1981. I was a youth leader
and also at the very young age of 19, licensed as a lay minister on 4 February 1982. I also served as
a reader and on the Parish Church Council.
In 1983 I started work at Anglo Alpha Cement Factory Ulco, about 80 kilometers from Kimberley.
It became challenging to carry out my church duties as I had to work most weekends. Nevertheless,
I persevered until I moved to Bloemfontein in 1994.
All Saints church played an integral part in my life, as this is where I met my loving wife, Yvette.
She is a staunch and dedicated servant of the Church for all her life. We attended youth groups and
also served together on the altar, eventually marrying, on 15 June 1991. She has always been and
still remains my pillar of strength.
Although I lived in Langenhoven Park, before moving to Bayswater, I at first worshipped at St
Phillips in Heidedal. Due to logistical reasons I joined the Cathedral, where I am still worshipping
for almost twenty five years. Although my work situation does not allow me to be in church every
week, I continued serving as a reader, later on as Parish Church Councillor and now Church
warden.

The Youth Service
Despite the chilly weather, the Cathedral Christian Education Ministry held a special youth
service at 11am on Sunday 16 June 2019, in our Cathedral. Thirty five people came to join in
this fun praise and worship.
There was plenty to learn especially about David and Goliath and how this biblical story can
help the young and those young at heart to know what they put their minds to they can
achieve. We can overcome obstacles we face in life as long as we put our faith in God.
The young people had an opportunity to praise God in song and dance.
The Cathedral Youth Service was nothing but an exceptional experience. The atmosphere
allowed young people to experience the Holy Spirit and the love of God. It was a blessed
service and we look forward to many more.
We are grateful to the Dean, wardens and council members for giving the young people an
opportunity to grow the Christian Education Ministry at the Cathedral.

The Soup Kitchen
Our soup kitchen is doing well. We have changed the menus and every now and then give the
attendees a treat, such as cookies, oranges or a packet of chips.
On the 26 of June we had a clothes drive and allowed all the attendees to choose two items of
clothing. It was very humbling to see how great these people’s needs are. A jersey or a pair of
trousers that someone had no use of was a blessing to them.

SNIPPETS
Let’s start with some good news for a change!

Elizabeth (nee Viljoen) and Jacques Maritz have a son, Sebastian, born on 4th February 2019. He
was baptised at the Cathedral on 7th July while proud grandfather Nicol, played the organ and uncle
Willie sang together with Lance Philip most beautifully!

Manti Motlohi and Tim (Tsoeu) Moloi have a son Selekane MJ born on 15th January 2019. The
family have meanwhile relocated to Gauteng, but Manti promises that she will visit her home
church (the Cathedral) at least once a month when she comes to Bloemfontein for work purposes!
Selekane was baptised at a ceremony at the Cathedral on Easter Sunday, 21st April.

Maretha Krige holding
Selekane standing next to
Phawu. Behind are Tim
and Petrus.

Just to make the day even more special, daughter Phawu was
cotta’d as a server that day, and she made a speech at the
festivities afterwards in the hall!

Carol and Chris Ashman’s grandson, Davor.
swam in the relay free style race at the Saint’s gala on 22 nd January and he broke the 24year old
record by 60 seconds! Grandmother Carol is bursting with pride!
Phyllis Olivier turned 80 years young in February, as well as celebrating 60 years of marriage to
Willie Olivier in January 2019. Later Phyllis had a bad fall, but she is much better now.

Betty Mathews turned
101 years young this year.
Congratulations!

Miché Springbok (Percy Hendrick’s niece) has also done so well for herself. She received a
Board medal from Eunice as well as Springbok colours in cheerleading and drum majorettes in
2018. She is currently in grade 12.
Udo Lange, son of Louis Lange and grandson of Baby Lange, left for Germany together with a
Grey school tour. He will remain behind on a school exchange programme and will only return at
the end of December.

Tazz-lynn Michaels, daughter of Taswill and Antonishia, is a finalist in Miss Pre-Teen Free State
Arts Festival. Ultimately, she was crowned First Princess. Go Tazz-lynn! Taswill was in hospital
for an operation but has recovered now.
Education Sunday was celebrated at the Cathedral on 3rd February where all graduates were
invited to wear their robes and learners were encouraged to wear their school uniforms. Here is a
colourful group of those who attended. There is also a copy of the message brought by Ingrid Juries
that day, at another page in this magazine.

Boitumelo Mohutsioa graduated from the UFS in April with a degree in Drama. Congratulations!

Dintle Letloenyane daughter of Bishop Dintoe
and Zanele, graduated from Pearson College with
a higher certificate in Business Management.

Kyle Cilliers, grandson of Muriel Helmes, is studying at the Ritz Hotel in Naples, Florida (USA)
and is often “best in class”!
Revd Grant Trewern, Chaplain to St Michael’s School, was ordained priest in January. While Fr
Lazarus was overseas recently Fr Grant stood in for him at the Cathedral and Fr Lazarus was
pleased that the Cathedral was left in such capable hands. Newsflash: Fr Lazarus announced on
Sunday 14th July that Fr Grant and Linda Kotze have become engaged and the happy couple hope
to marry in 2020. Congratulations!!

Joan and Richard Marston’s daughter, Colette, married Axel Taylor in Ladybrand
on 16th March.

Also, Kate Roberts, daughter of Gerald and Karen, married
Lyle Murray on the same day, 16th March, in Clarens. Tessa,
Kate’s twin, was bridesmaid. The happy couple now lives in
Johannesburg. Gareth, brother to Kate and Tessa, has left
South Africa to work in Washington as an economist for the
World Bank. He will continue to visit Africa as part of his
work. Tessa lives in Perth, Australia. (Gerald laughingly
describes Kate and Lyle’s marriage as Murray and
Roberts!!!)

Fr Lazarus Mohapi, our Dean, went to the UK at
the end of May to, amongst other things, to preach
at the wedding of his friend, Canon John Hall’s
daughter’s wedding. Rebecca and Andreas
Arestidou were married at St Oswald Parish
Church, Warton on 1st June.

Fr Lazarus also preached at Blackburn Cathedral on Pentecost, and also attended a Board meeting
for Mosamaria. Next year the Dean of Blackburn Cathedral will be visiting Bloemfontein. Bishop
Julian will be here in August this year to conduct Clergy School for the Free State Diocese.

Baks Mogodi (son of Arnold and Esme) and Carlisle Hendricks
(son of Fr Kgosi and Sandra from St Margaret’s) were invited to
visit Blackburn in the UK for about 2 weeks. This was arranged by
Canon John Hall, the Commissary to the Bishop of the Free State,
who lives in Fleetwood and he is in charge of the link between
Blackburn Diocese and Free State Diocese – the oldest link in the
world! (In the next Magazine Baks will write an article about their
experiences.)

Did you know that Fr Michael Everitt was ordained
priest on 4th July 1993 (just before he and Ruth
came to Bloemfontein in 1995 for 3 years)? The
couple also celebrated their 27th wedding anniversary
on 18th July.
Their son, James, plays in the Durham Orchestra
Brass Band. Archdeacon Michael is leaving
Lancashire to be Canon Pastor at Durham Cathedral
in Durham Diocese. His farewell service took place
at Blackburn Cathedral on 14th July, and he will be
installed at Durham Cathedral on 22nd September.

Sandy’s “alter-ego” in Blackburn (link to Blackburn Diocese)
Jean Duerden, was appointed as a Lay Canon at Blackburn
Cathedral in December to acknowledge the work she had done
as administrator for the Diocesan Conference there.

Jean with her grandchildren in Blackburn Cathedral.

The Partners Dance Club (from Grey College) hires the Hall to teach the youth how to dance.
They really seem to be enjoying the evening!

Nadine Koupis ran the Two Oceans Marathon on
20th April in 02:45:20.
Her mother, Sue Loupos has had a fall and hurt her
head. She also had bronchitis but is much better now.

Both Manneheng Raphuthing and Fr Deon Lombard
completed the Comrades’ Marathon run in June. Well done!

Gail Godfree-Thom is going to England to visit her family for 2 months.

Michael Davids, grandson of Godfrey and Rachel van der Merwe, represented the Southern Free
State in the Interprovincial Hockey Tournament held in Pietermaritzburg during the week of 3 July.
Michael is a hockey player from St Andrew’s School, and he was included in the South African
u.16 high performance squad.

Ntheba Juries travelled to Turkey for her brother’s son’s graduation on 29th June.
She spent a week there.

Justin Nel, a geologist busy with his Masters’ degree, (son of Errol and Ansie Nel and grandson
of Baby Lange), got engaged recently to Carike amongst all the rocks and stones he has been
studying at Pofadder. Congratulations! They will get married in 2020.

Stephen and Elrita Grimsley celebrated their wedding anniversary
on 3rd July.

Annah and Joseph Tlale celebrated their 24th wedding anniversary in style on 16th June. They
were married on 10th March 1995, but the celebrations were postponed for a few months!

Congratulations everyone!!!

GUESS WHO?

Pam and Mike Schubach. Pam was a former
secretary at the Cathedral.

From l to r: Gerry Dearden, Pam Schubach, Fr
Michael Everitt, Louise Bands, Gertie van der
Sijde, Fr Keith Thomas and Fr Michael Bands.

CLERGY AT THE CATHEDRAL: From L to
R: Fr David Tanton, Moruti Emily Setsila, Fr
Don Narraway, Fr André Hattingh, Fr Albert
Arko-Cobbah, Fr Simon Aiken. Seated in
front: Fr Amos Monareng

Khanyisile Sondiyazi was in hospital following a
motorbike accident. Fr Vic Spencer also spent a
few days in hospital and has since recovered.
Bishop Tom Stanage has relocated to Brakpan.

Eunice Muller has also been in Rosepark Hospital
for an op. She, too, has recovered and has gone to Cape Town to visit her family for 2 weeks.

Mpho Malekele had been in and out of hospital but seems fine now. His mother, Francina
Malekele, was in Busamed Hospital about a possible amputation of her leg. She is now in
Hillandale.

Mpho and his wife, Gauta.

Thelma Moncur had bronchitis. Vuyiswa Ntwasa-Mnweba had bad news but she believes that
she will overcome the sickness with God’s help.

Brian Carter and Ted Quin were also in hospital recently. Ted was
involved in a car accident but has recovered.
Brian Carter

News flash: Anne Ochse passed away on Sunday evening.
Clive Househam has been in and out of hospital, and so has Ncobile Zulu.
The Pillay family (Ricardo and Joan) were hit by a double tragedy: on the way back from Cape
Town for the funeral of a family member, other members of the family were involved in a car
accident and were killed. So, the Pillay’s had to return to Cape Town for another funeral the
following weekend.
Diane Louw passed away recently.
Alec Hamaty’s fiancée, Marguerite, died recently after a long battle with an aggressive cancer at
the tender age of 28years. Alec and Marguerite had been together for 8 years.
Pat Anderson, cousin to Sandy Botha, died in Cape Town on 9th
June. Her ashes were interred in the Garden of Remembrance on
22nd June.

Another much loved personality who used to serve for many
years at the Cathedral, Clarence Emslie, passed away on 17th
April. He suffered with the same auto-immune disease as Joost
van der Westhuizen. He and Edith live in Port Elizabeth. His
ashes will be interred in the Garden of Remembrance at the
Cathedral later.

The late Brian Smith (who died on 15th June 2007), used to serve with Clarence. Brian’s elder
daughter, Alicia, passed away on 6th June of complications of diabetes. Alicia leaves her mother,
Sarie and sister Chantel. Alicia’s ashes were also interred in the Garden of Remembrance.

Zimbini Ndenze’s mother, Nobongile Cynderella Hleko, died recently.

Zimbini

Boysie Hopkinson passed away on 9th July after a long illness.
He is mourned by his wife, Lee, and family.

Our sympathies to all the families.

Outreach:
On 11th May many groups came together to help the needy who come to the soup kitchen daily.
The Shava-Thon allowed the men to wash, shave and/or have their hair cut as well as receiving a
toiletry parcel and a blanket. This was much appreciated. The groups were the CC Bikers, Impact
Riders, Sacred Heart Cathedral, St John, Mother’s Union and members of the Cathedral.
Thank you so much, everyone!
On 26th June clothing was given out to the people who come to the soup kitchen Each person could
choose 2 items of clothing. A bystander happened to comment that this is a wonderful thing that the
Cathedral is doing …. the government doesn’t do anything like this. Their main need is shoes. Does
anyone have any sturdy shoes that could be donated for these people in need? Please contact Janet
at the office.
Baby Lange keeps herself very busy by knitting beanies! She has knitted over 300 for different
charities eg: Missions to Seafarers, Towers of Hope and others. She has now offered to knit beanies
for the people of the soup kitchen if someone would sponsor her with wool (or R20 for a ball of
wool which knits one beanie). She has already knitted 29, and still must knit at least 31 to make
enough for everyone.
Thank you, Baby! Contact her for more
details (051-4446019.

I wonder what Baby Lange and
Latiefie Khouri were talking about!!!
(One Thursday morning).

The “menu” at the soup kitchen has also been improved. The soup is made twice a week, and other
times samp and beans, or coffee and biscuits, or pap and sauce, or peanut butter sandwiches with
coffee is given out. These variations have been much appreciated by the needy. The numbers have
also climbed.

Through the soup kitchen, one member Mokhele
Tsotetsi, was identified to be enrolled at Motheo
TVET Hillside Campus for a welding course. The
Cathedral paid for his tuition while the College
supplied his protective clothing. We trust that one day
soon he will be able to start his own business or be able
to find a job to support his family.

It was discovered that certain shops were selling shoes for men on sale, so the Cathedral bought 57
pairs of shoes to give out to the people of the soup kitchen. Note the joy on their faces when they
were given a new pair of shoes!

After collecting soft toys from the parishioners, Fr Lazarus will take them all to Free State
Psychiatric Hospital for the patients. There are also many knitted blankets which will be handed
out at the same occasion.
Daphne van der Merwe sews up the squares to the form blankets, and Marlene Hamaty knits the
squares.

Talk given by Ingrid Juries on Education Sunday.
I greet you all in the name of our Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Before I start, I firstly would like to thank our Dean Father Mohapi for giving me the opportunity to speak
about my journey both as a student and teacher on this very sacred platform. The spirit in you is always so
ready to celebrate and affirm others, and with this said, I would like to say, May the Good Lord continue to
keep you and bless you and your loved ones.
Good morning, my name is Ingrid Keamogetswe Juries.

I am currently teaching at the University of the Free State and a current student enrolled for a Doctor of
Philosophy with specialization in Anthropology.
Every single time I am asked about my academic career and where it is started, I respond without even
blinking that my journey started at the hands of my maternal grandparents, the late Mr. Shadrack Molotsi
Mohkele and the late Mrs. Daisy Mokhele. For as long as I can remember, they were always encouraging,
probing and in some ways always intrigued by what a young mind was thinking. I started my academics
at Roseview Primary School. This was a very blurry time in my life and I didn’t realize how much of it, I had
blocked out until recently when my PhD supervisor and mentor asked me to write about my background.
This was a very difficult and challenging period because of my parent’s separation. We had to relocate
back to my mother’s parents’ home where my mom could start over again. I didn’t realize that this move
would be such a blessing because as God had planned, I would be in a home that would become such a
critical part of my development and growth as a human being. But this blessing didn’t come without
challenges, I still remember my mom discussing my report card with my grandmother around the kitchen
table, explaining to my grandmother that my grades were so bad that they were actually considering
keeping me in grade 1 for another year. The grace of God covered me and I was able to block my sadness
and disappointment towards the failure of my parents’ marriage. I barely made it through my primary
schooling years. I was a naughty child, gave my mom the biggest headache. She was a single mother who
had to take care of her two kids and I was not making it any easier. If I didn’t believe then that His Grace
and Mercy were always covering me, then I never will. High school had to be one of the most challenging
times of my life. I wanted to be one of those cool girls, wear a short skirt, put make up on and have a
boyfriend but my grandfather who was a staunch member and servant of the Anglican Church was not
having any of that. This frustrated me greatly. However I heeded the advice my maternal grandparents
gave. It all started at a prize giving during my grade 10 th year where I was awarded full colors for my
academic performance. My mother, sister and grandparents sitting in the audience could not believe it and
all I remember is my grandmother uttering the words Omo Golo ka Moko Go Ba Dumelang. In that moment,
without even explaining it, it made sense to her that that, was God. I may have “worked hard” but I know,
that that was God.

Towards the end of my matric year, my mom decided to get University of the Free State applications, so
that I could continue with my studies the following year. I knew very well that she could not afford it but she
knew where she placed her trust and so I applied and I was accepted. With an A.P score of 35, I initially
applied for property development, but I was not accepted so I then requested that my application be
changed to a B.A in Geography and Environmental Management so I started my undergraduate journey in
2008. My first year experience was nothing like what I had experienced before. No high school teacher
was going to be able to prepare me for a very different life. I realized very quickly where I belonged within
the university community. My humble beginnings did not afford me the luxuries my peers were blessed
with. All I had was God, my jack parcel sneakers, a few pairs of jeans, and my family and yes most
importantly my ambition. It was because of that list I had, I was able to graduate in record time with 16
distinctions. Because of my academic performance, I was funded by different institutions, one being the
National Research Fund. It was surreal how God redirected me because at this point, most of my peers
were considering work opportunities and not furthering their studies. I was also tempted to jump into the
world of employment. Many job opportunities were presented and one of them was a tutoring job at the
Anthropology department. Ultimately I was roped in to work there so that I would also consider furthering
my studies. I had applied to three departments and all three accepted me as a student. But I was more
interested in an Honours in Geography, because the course work included research on understanding the
importance of Environmental Impact Assessments.

I had a plan. But God had other plans. I finished my honours in a year with an average of 65% while also
tutoring first years both at the Anthropology and Geography department. Once I had completed my
honours, I still had money from my student account that I could either transfer to my bank and spend or
keep if I wanted to pursue my studies. I chose to do both. Everything was working out. I was heeding the
call to continue with my academics. So I registered for a Masters’ degree in 2012 in urban geography. I
was very excited. I was working with a NRF rated professor who surely knew what he was doing. My
relationship with the professor was not working out. How did I move from finishing everything else in record
time, to spending 2 years of my life on a thesis without anything to show for it? I did not give up. My
masters’ supervisor was leaving for Stellenbosch University and I had to start afresh with someone new. I
was crushed. I had no resilience, my undergraduate and honours did not prepare me for that. I had to
figure out whether I wanted to start again. I did start again in 2015. All the hurt, anger and all other negative
emotions were channelled into my second masters’ research paper which focused on spaces as economic
entities. I completed my research in a year and 6 months, but I was not looking forward to my graduation.
I had made it, I had persevered. After my masters, I continued with teaching at the UFS as I did not have
the energy to start with any other qualification.

At the start of 2018, the Anthropology department, where I had been teaching for close to ten years,
welcomed a new head of department, Professor Joy Natalie Owen. Like any head of department, she
wanted to know who was doing what in the department.

She asks whether I would consider starting a PhD. I was not ready to start a PhD. Professor Owen who
is now not only my HOD, but also my PhD supervisor and
mentor, made me realize that I could not stop now with the journey God had put me on. So in March 2018,
I registered for my PhD in Anthropology with my research focus on the experiences of transnational migrant
students in the Free State.

I want to conclude by highlighting the following in terms of my journey:
•

As Oprah Winfrey once said, pay attention to the pebbles that are thrown into the water. For me, I
interpret that as pay attention to the signs God is giving you. If you pay close attention, you will
realize you are exactly where you should be in this moment.

•

It’s not about you. I am just but a vessel God is using. I may like the idea of being called Dr. Juries
one day, but what makes me a servant of God would be how I use that PhD to open doors for those
that come after me.

•

Appreciate those that lift you up whether it be your family, your teacher, mentors friends etc. Because

•

one day as Charlotte Maxeke also once alluded, you may also need to lift others as you rise.

•

Father Mohapi doesn’t know this, but this invitation to talk today was a third sign from God affirming
that whether I like it or not or whether it is difficult or not, I am getting that PhD.

I thank you all.

Edited

Ingrid with her uncle

TREASURER’S REPORT JULY 2019 – by Sandy Botha
At a council meeting on July 16th, it was noted with great trepidation that the financial statements are
looking in a very bad way for 2019.
There are huge issues with the maintenance of the Cathedral amongst others. Following the rains in May
there were severe leaks in Ashley’s Chapel causing damage to the paintwork as well as the beautiful
wooden panelling on the walls. The repairs are going to cost around R74 000. Also, you would have
noticed that the floors are lifting along the south side of the Cathedral. Vents have been opened to allow an
air flow to dry out the moisture from under the floor. This will take about 2 months to have any effect.
Only then will we be able to see whether it will be necessary to do any work on the floors themselves.
There are also bricks that have fallen from the arches of the tower.
Tiling has been undertaken in Clergy House no 1 and the Deanery, but the upstairs floors of Clergy House
no 2 also need urgent attention, especially if we are to receive visitors from the UK next year.
The figures reflected in the June financials state that the budgeted Income is
R1 273 052 whilst the actual income is R773 755.05, making a difference (shortfall) of R499 296.95.
Our main source of income at the Cathedral is the Commitment (Pledge) that members pay. There is no
other outside source that keeps us going. It all depends on YOU. HAVE YOU COMPLETED A PLEDGE
FORM? A pledge form must be completed every year, so that your contact details etc can remain up to
date. IF YOU HAVE NOT COMPLETED A PLEDGE FORM, YOU ARE NOT A MEMBER OF THE
CATHEDRAL. June, July and August are known to be bad months (because of the cold? Because you
have gone away on holiday? Because you are lazy?) but that is no excuse. Why not organize a stop order or
debit order with your bank for your pledge, then you don’t have to worry about whether your pledge has
been paid or not. In June alone, our total income was only R69 281.60, while we are expected to pay R59
000 to the Diocese for Common Fund, leaving a balance of R10 281.60 to use for maintenance, salaries
and electricity etc. How are we to balance the books?
Our total expenses to date (June) are R911 801.49 for 2019, while the budgeted amount is R1 194 034.
(Difference +R282 232.51) So you can see we are trying our level best to cut our expenses as much as
possible, but with all the maintenance described above, we are never going to break even or make a surplus
at the end of the year. We have budgeted a surplus of R79 018 to date, but we have instead achieved a
loss of R138 046.44. And every month the figures get worse. We try to save R10 000 per month for
expenses like maintenance, but this isn’t always possible as the Income is spent before we can save.
I implore all those families who sit in the pews week after week and have not completed a pledge form for
2019, to PLEASE do so. We cannot carry people who are not committed to our Cathedral. What are we
going to hand over to our successors (the youth of today) if our beautiful Cathedral will fall into ruins
because we cannot maintain the structure? Pledge forms are always available on the table on the right side
as you enter the Cathedral from the small door on the south side. It’s never too late.
Thank you SO much to those families and individuals that DO pledge regularly. As you can see, we cannot
do without you. We give thanks to the Lord for people like you! To date we have only received 164 pledge
forms for 2019.

WE NEED YOU

Postal Address
P O Box 31021 Fichardt Park, 9317
Bloemfontein Free State South Africa
Tel/Fax: +27 (0) 51 448 3812
Sunflower House: +27 (0) 51 4483813
E-mail: childhospbfn@telkomsa.net

CATHEDRAL DIRECTORY
CLERGY
The Dean
The Very Revd Lazarus Mohapi
 051-447-3649
 083-759-6688
 mohapil3@gmail.com

Parish Secretary: Sandy Botha
Mon – Thurs 08h30 – 15h00 / Fri 08h30-13h00
 051-448-3010 or 051-447-6462
 051-448-3078
 info@bloemcathedral.co.za

PARISH STAFF
Estate Manager: Cedric Mageta
 084-504-5000
 051-448-3010 or 051-447-6462
 051-448-3078
 info@bloemcathedral.co.za

Receptionist: Janet Killner
Mon – Thurs 08h30 – 15h00 / Fri 08h30 - 13h00
 051 – 448 – 3010 or 051 – 447 – 646
 051 – 448 - 3078
 info@bloemcathedral.co.za

To all our Advertisers, we appreciate your donation. Anything you would like to add Contact the
office: info@bloemcathedral.co.za or just hand in at the Parish Office.

Director of Music:
Organist:

Lance Phillip
Maretha Krige

082 4473071
083 4565343

philliplj@ufs.ac.za
marethakrige@gmail.com

Contact Details:
Postal: PO Box 1523, Bloemfontein 9300
Physical: 85 St George St, Bloemfontein 9301
E-mail: info@bloemcathedral.co.za
angcathedral@bloemcathedral.co.za
Website: htpp:/www.bloemcathedral.co.za
Face-book: The Anglican Cathedral of St Andrew and St Michael, Bloemfontein
Bank Details:
Account Name: The Cathedral of St Andrew & St Michael
Bank: Nedbank
Branch & code: Mimosa Mall 117-134
Account number: 1171082584
Please include your name and / or pledge number as
reference
HOSPITAL VISITING:

PLEASE NOTE: We always want to support Cathedral members and

their family and friends who might be sick at home or in hospital. The clergy treat this ministry as a
high priority BUT can only visit or pray for you if we know that you are not well. Please be sure to
inform us of this need.
MAGAZINE COSTS
At Council it was noticed that the costs of copying, especially in colour, had risen dramatically this
year. We are asking all magazine readers to think whether they would be happy seeing the
magazine in black and white or not. If you would like to give a donation towards the cost of
copying in colour, please send a cheque made out in the name of The Cathedral of St Andrew & St
Michael, to PO Box 1523, Bloemfontein 9300. If you bank through the internet, a payment can be
made giving “Donation mag” and your surname (unless you want to remain anonymous) as the
reference. Please see the account details. Thank you for your generosity.

A great WOW of thanks to ALL that have already donated. Every R10 counts.

JUMPING CASTLE TO Hire

Edwin Jacquire CELL: 084 4224 156

