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CHRIST IS RISEN!
HE IS RISEN INDEED! ALLELUIA!

Dear friends in Christ,
There is a story that you may have heard in your life. It is a story of a person who saw an angel
walking down the street. The angel was carrying a torch in one hand, and a bucket of water in
the other.
“What are you going to do with that torch and bucket of water?” the person asked.
The angel stopped abruptly, looked at the person and said: “With the torch I am going to burn
down the mansions of Heaven, and with the bucket of water I am going to put out the fires
of Hell. Then we are going to see who really loves God”.
The angel’s point is that many people obey God’s commandments out of fear of punishment in
Hell or hope of reward in heaven.
They don’t obey them out of love. “If you love me, obey my commandments”.
On Maundy Thursday God gave us the pattern of Christ to follow the command to love God
the father and our fellow human beings. God gives us a free will to choose, and he expects us
to choose correctly.
The Gospel reading of John 15:9-17 is a command to the disciples to serve God’s purpose
on earth. They are commissioned by Christ Jesus.
God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son Jesus Christ
that whoever believes in them
may not perish but have eternal life.
(John 3:14-21).
For me these words are the summary of the Good News. One very important thing to note is
that God took the initiative in our salvation. Sometimes an impression is created that God has
first to be pacified, in order to forgive us. It is only by God’s grace that we are saved. (solo
gratia). Ephesians 2:8-9.
During Good Friday and Easter, we celebrate God’s love for us. That in his son Jesus Christ
he paid the ultimate price and ransomed us from the power of darkness by sacrificing his only
son Jesus Christ to die for us on the cross.
We need as a church in our day and age, to be intentional and live out our faith as children of
the Light and as Easter people.
May the Light of Christ shine in our lives and make a real difference
in this dark world of ours.
Yours in Christ
The Very Rev Lazarus M Mohapi
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At this Lenten time I send all our Parishioners and Clergy special blessings
that this coming Easter may be a worthwhile and rewarding few weeks in our Christian journey.
This past year has not been a particularly easy one for most families. I believe that it
started in 2008 when the whole world was confronted with a huge recession and it has affected
us ever since then. For this reason we need to connect with our faith, our Church, and not
let the busyness of life keep us from the scriptures. God includes gathering regularly with
God's people to worship and pray, living a life of faith and obedience.
As Arnold Walker said quoting from Isaiah 26 vs 1:
"Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee".
"When you realize that God is the inspiration and driving force of life, and not an addendum,
you appreciate that He must operate in every sphere of your daily living. The inspiration He
gives lifts life from the mundane into the sublime; your thinking becomes clearer; a wonderful
peace is forever with you. If you have a balanced and living faith in God you are at peace with
yourself. A God centered life can never be fanatical or unbalanced in any way whatsoever.
This receiving from God and giving to man does wonderful things to your life."
I'd like to close with a verse from 2 Peter 3:18:
"Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity.
Amen"

I wish all of us a blessed Easter
filled with love
and special times
with our families and friends.
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MAKING TIME FOR GOD
From the PCC we thank you for your participation in the life of the Church, but is this
enough?
Good day fellow parishioners, where are we going as members of the Cathedral?
What is our decision at The Cross Road, remembering that Jesus states “I am the Way”.
Scripture quotes the Damascus Road, Emmaus to name a few, Jesus says to the Fishermenfollow me.
As members of the Cathedral of St Andrew and St Michael one of our ends is to grow, because
if we don’t, we will decay spiritually.
Spiritual maturity is not an option but an essential for Life, it is not attained automatically.
Taking the Christian life Seriously should be what we are about.
Our Diocesan Vision and Mission Statement should be a “living document” – “we should walk
the Talk”
My favourite being Exodus 20: God’s commandments to us His people which tell us how to
live – Love an Respect our fellow man.
The Dean has spent some time to prepare a document for the Wednesday Lenten Course, are we
too busy to attend and share as fellow members of the Church?
God made the one Sacrifice; John 3: 16 God so loved the world that he gave his only
begotten Son, this is why we are Saved by his precious blood, are we making any
sacrificial response in giving of our time and talents?
In Romans 8: “We are more than Conquerors- By the Grace of God””
When we sing “Onward Christian Soldiers marching as to war” we should be vigilant
Christians as Jesus expects of us.
We embrace all our people young and old as “Inclusive members” who should be actively
involved in the life of the Cathedral.
Please feel free to share with the Dean and Church Council on related matters of the
Anglican Church.
4

CHURCH WARDEN
“For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his
life as a ransom for many.”- Mark 10:45
These words pierce deep into my soul and form a foundation of my existence. As it is indeed
imperative to emulate our Lord, Jesus Christ as His followers in taking duty in serving others
before ourselves. I call that the ultimate sacrifice. Serving others wholeheartedly without
expecting nothing in return but to fulfil the intent of the word.
Many take delight in being served and not to serve. We are called to serve each other, being it
in our homes, schools, places of authority and more importantly in our church.
We shall remain blessed for those who heard the call to serve the house of the Lord, our
Cathedral, such as our Priests, Lay Ministers, Confirmation and Sunday school teachers, the
Servers, the Choir, the Organists, the Sides people as well as the Council members. The word
says,
“Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that from the
Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ.”Colossians 3:23-24
It should be the intention of every Cathedral member, young and old, to serve our church with
the talents and skills that God has deposited in us. He didn't do that only for our own benefit but
also for His Glory. There are so many things we desire and pray about for God to grant them to
us. But have we ever first pondered about how we have served Him and His people?
In closing, join me in prayer as we ask our Lord to grant us the ability to serve Him and His
people as His faithful followers...
Father, allow me to serve others with a joyful heart; never keeping score;
always giving; never expecting to receive.
Allow me to give of myself, to give of my talents and of my goods, to give of my time
and of my energy, to give of my heart and of my soul.
Help me understand the needs of others, never criticizing, never demeaning, never
scolding, never condemning.
You have been so gracious to me, always Loving, always forgiving, always restoring;
never gloating over my defeats, even when I have been so wrong.
Father, keep a condemning spirit far from my heart and further from my lips.
Allow me to serve others as You serve, with gentleness, compassion, and tenderness,
never diminishing the worth of another, choosing to extend mercy to the brokenhearted, like You have repeatedly shown it to me.
Amen.

Mantie Motlohi
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Sermon Sunday 4th March 2018.
The Cathedral of St Andrew and St Michael, Bloemfontein.
Readings:
Exodus 20:1-17 - The Ten Commandments
Psalm 19 - The Heavens declare the Glory of God
1 Corinthians 1: 18-25 - The ‘folly’ of the Cross
John 2: 13-22 - Jesus Cleanses the Temple

THE CLEANSING OF THE TEMPLE
I am sure that some of the congregation this morning must be wondering what the connection
between the Ten Commandments in the OT reading and Jesus’ cleansing the temple may be.
We must remember that the lections – and, especially, the set of lections for any
particular service on any particular day are not randomly selected but are put together by teams
of learned Biblical scholars from all around the world and are read in different churches on the
same day. In other words, Roman Catholics, Lutherans, the Reformed churches, the Methodists,
Congregationalists, the Presbyterians and many others are all meant to be hearing the same
message.
The preaching is, of course, adapted to local circumstances but the scriptures at a service
like this are meant to constitute a cohesive whole.
There are other features in this morning’s readings that may excite our curiosity. For
example, without the assistance of Biblical scholarship, Jesus’ actions and words may seem a
bit ‘over the top’. Yes, what was going on was vulgar, a bit ‘tacky’, in bad taste and
inappropriate but why was Jesus’ attitude so ‘extreme’?
Then, in John’s gospel the cleansing of the temple occurs right at the beginning of his
ministry, soon after the turning of water into wine at the wedding at Cana in Galilee, but in the
synoptic gospels it happens at the end of his ministry when he enters Jerusalem at the last week
of his life.
This discrepancy has stirred up many of controversies. There are those (especially among
Biblical literalists) who say he must have overturned the tables at least twice – once at the
beginning of his ministry and once towards the end. Others say this just goes to show that the
gospel accounts reflect unreliable memories and therefore records of events. Even worse, there
are those who exclaim: ‘You see! It just goes to show that the gospels are ‘just made-up
stories’.
My own view, for what it is worth, is much simpler. The incident occurred only once –
otherwise it is likely that there would have been reference to its previous or subsequent
occurrence as the case may be. It also probably occurred towards the END of his ministry. I
advance this proposition for three reasons: Jesus’ turning over the tables and his strong
language that they were likely to have incurred very deep animosities among the authorities,
leading directly to the decision that he should be arrested, tried and crucified. Indeed reference
is pertinently made thereto in Mark 11:18 and Luke 19:47.
Second, John’s gospel is the most poetic, metaphorical and philosophical of the gospels.
The story was put where it is because, as imagery, it ‘fits’ better at the beginning than at the
end. Third, John’s gospel was written AFTER the fall or destruction of the temple - an event
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that would have been vivid within the memory of the Jewish people. The symbolism of what
Jesus said and did at this incident would have been incandescent. The destruction of the temple
in 70 AD reverberates in the Jewish community to this day. I am sure all of you have seen
images on television of orthodox Jews praying at the Wailing Wall, the remnants of the great
temple. The Jews consider the term ‘Wailing Wall’ derogatory. They prefer the term ‘Western
Wall’. I have used the term ‘Wailing Wall’ because I think it will be more likely that you will
be able to picture what I am referring to. It tugs at the heart to think that this is all that remains
of what was a huge temple when Jesus was in Jerusalem.
It terms of its relevance to us as a symbolic act, it doesn’t really matter when Jesus’
cleansing of the temple took place. What matters is that it did happen. The destruction of the
temple was dreadful. The Romans brutally killed an estimated 600,000 people in Jerusalem
including many of the Passover visitors who had been trapped there for the 143 days during the
Roman siege. Many of those who were not killed by Roman soldiers were used as a source of
cheap labour. Others were exiled from Judea and scattered throughout the Roman Empire. By
the year 73 A.D., all traces of a self-governing Jewish people had completely disappeared. It
really was like a first Holocaust. You can just imagine how powerful the incident of Jesus
cleansing the temple and his simultaneous prophecy of its destruction would have been in the
memory of the Jewish people at the time when John’s gospel was written.
You will recall that I mentioned the need for some reference to Biblical scholarship in
order to understand this morning’s gospel reading. In ancient times, Jews would come from
afar, including the rural areas, to Jerusalem for the Passover and to visit the Temple. Often, they
would attend to business matters and see their relatives, the ‘city-slickers’ over a few days. It
was not dissimilar from the practice of Afrikaners say a hundred years ago to gather for the
Nagmaal. At the temple they were expected to pay a ‘temple tax’. There is nothing much wrong
with that. It is rather like our paying our church dues. Temples, like churches, need money for
maintenance and administration. The tax, out of respect for Jewish tradition, had to be paid in
the currency of the Jews: the shekel. But most people, especially those living in remote areas
would earn their money in the currency of the Roman Empire – most typically, the denarius.
So, people travelling from afar would have to exchange money – they would have to exchange
denarii for shekels, rather as people do nowadays at the bureau de change of a bank before
going on an overseas trip.
Then, during the Passover festival, the Jews would sacrifice an animal, typically a lamb.
But it would be difficult to bring a lamb with one over long distances. Much better to travel
light and buy a lamb in Jerusalem. Then there were doves, often released (as they are
nowadays) as symbols of peace and goodwill.
So, somebody came up with the idea of a ‘one-stop shop’ or a ‘one-stop temple’. Never
mind places like Sandton City! They would have ‘Temple City’, where you could come and
visit the temple, pay homage to God, do your prayers, exchange money for your temple tax,
buy your sacrificial lamb and release some doves, all as a matter of convenience, at one place
and at one time. There is nothing very wrong with that. Why, then, did Jesus get so upset?
The clue, I believe, lies in the OT reading this morning: the Ten Commandments. Except
for the first commandment, the Ten Commandments are not particularly difficult for most of us
to observe –at least most of the time. Yes, we may all be tempted from, time to time, but, in the
main, the other commandments require no strenuous effort, no superlative moral effort. Indeed,
they are like the co-ordinates on a GPS – they keep us on ‘the straight and narrow’, from going
astray and getting lost. As such, they are a hugely valuable resource. But I am sure that no one
here today has daily battle with him or herself, deciding whether or not to commit murder,
adultery, theft or perjury. And, if anyone does, he or she needs help – fast! And most of us
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observe the Sabbath, in one way or another.
The first commandment in the OT (as we had read out to us this morning) is: ‘I am
the Lord, your God! You shall have no other Gods but me.’ The first commandment may be
difficult in the ‘doing’ thereof but it is also not so easy to understand. Drawing on Deuteronomy
10:12-13, Jesus rendered it as: ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all heart, with all
your soul and with all your mind’.
In Mark’s Gospel is added ‘with all your strength’. Note the mention of the strength
required to do this. There is a hint at the difficulty. We are reminded of this almost every
Sunday of the year (but not during Lent, when we recite the Ten Commandments). And
drawing on Leviticus 19:9-20, he said that loving one’s neighbour as oneself is akin to loving
God. Nevertheless, the first commandment does indeed give each and every one of us real
difficulties.
The Ten Commandments do not follow in ‘any old’ sequence. Although, obviously, the
first commandment is of supreme importance, they do not reflect a formal hierarchy, where the
one is more imperative than another. Rather, there is a very clever sequence of huge theological
and philosophical importance. Each is linked to the other and the ‘flow’ develops as we go
along. The Ten Commandments are woven like a tapestry. The first is about love and respect
for God. The second, the prohibition against idolatry, is closely related to loving and respecting
God: ‘do not look elsewhere’. The injunction about the sabbath is about love and respect for
both God and oneself: honour God and get the balance right in one’s own life. So too, the
command to honour your father and your mother are about respect for where we come from
(God) and who we are – again, love and respect for God and ourselves. The commands against
murder, adultery, theft and giving false evidence are about love and respect for God and for
other human beings. The last – against coveting – is about love and respect for God, other
human beings and ourselves. It is one thing to admire a Lamborghini. It is not a sin to think it
would be lovely to have one. But the road to perdition lies in exaggerated desires for it, and
especially in thinking that another human being is more worthy because he or she drives one.
So we see the wisdom of God proclaimed in the OT and the new and the supreme genius of
Jesus in his summary of these commandments.
It’s sometimes easy to become complacent about our obedience to the first
commandment. We pat ourselves on the back, satisfied that we do not recognise Zeus or Juno
or Mars or Venus, for example. But these ‘Gods’ do not exist. Why should God be so
concerned and indeed jealous of things that do not exist? It is here that we come to the essence
of our faith and the biggest single argument against atheism: it is the clear evidence when we
put our faith in other things that things, literally, start to go wrong. These ‘things’ can be
exaggerated confidence in our own intellectual abilities, science or the State, for example. The
prohibition against idolatry is precisely about putting our faith in ‘things’, whether these things
are corporeal or incorporeal – to use the language of lawyers. God, through Moses, is saying: ‘I
exist. I am here. Do not be fooled by other things.’ Paradoxically, the idea that there is no God
can, in itself, become a god. And, in the long run, to have such an idea can be very dangerous –
both to the individuals holding to it and society itself. Who do we call upon, when there are
crises in our lives?
The difficulty with the first commandment is that other things do indeed get in the way:
money, wealth, power, fame, glory, vanity, our addictions – to add further examples. These are
the things that corrupt and destroy. Jesus was angry because corruption had set in. The money
changers and the sellers of sacrificial animals had begun to exploit their fellow human beings,
taking advantage of their attempt to be faithful to their religion. Often, these travellers to
Jerusalem, from the rural areas would be poor. The dealers in these things had become obsessed
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with form and not the substance of religious observance, forgetting that many of the faithful
had put a lot of effort to celebrate the Passover, to be with family and friends, to be especially
close to God and to feel that presence.
At this moment in our history in South Africa, it may be especially appropriate to reflect
on corruption. It happens SO, SO easily and can happen to even the best of us. It is insidious,
evil and deeply damaging to the individuals who are guilty thereof and corrosive of the fabric
of our society. Very often it happens when a good idea becomes abused, distorted or abused. It
happens when we are distracted from the love of God, from loving our neighbours as ourselves.
When we lose our self-respect. It happens when our heads are turned by money, wealth, power,
etc.
About ten years’ ago, I was invited to write a review for The Mail & Guardian of a then
new biography of Hitler. What sent a chill down my spine was that when he was a young man,
at the beginning of his career (if you can call it that), his morality was much the same of that of
the stereotypical used car salesman. He was not even anti-Semitic. When his mother was ill
with cancer, he called upon a Jewish doctor to attend to her. Hitler was an extreme case of evil
– probably THE extreme case but his life illustrates very well what can happen when we turn
our backs on the wisdom of the Ten Commandments – and especially the first among them. Of
what can happen when we turn our souls to touch upon the vanities of life. My review referred
to this frightening degeneration in the morality of this particular man.
This morning’s psalm proclaims that the heavens declare the glory of God, that the law
of the Lord is perfect and makes wise the simple. The reading from Paul’s first letter to the
Corinthians reminds us of the paradox of Jesus life. It may have seemed to have ended in the
failure of the crucifixion. It may have seemed foolishness to get angry with the money-changers
and dealers in sacrificial lambs but, as he prophesied, he rose up again greater than the Temple
itself. Just look, for example, at how many beautiful cathedrals, churches and other religious
buildings have been erected to the glory of Jesus and his life! This is before we consider all the
good works done as a result of his life and the transformative effect of that life.
In this time of Lent, let us give thanks to the Lord our God for the Ten Commandments,
especially the first which is to love the Lord, our God with all our strength and our soul and our
mind and for Jesus‘ explanation that loving our neighbour as ourselves is ‘like unto it’. It is
these great commandments that prevent us from descending into corruption on so many levels –
the corruption that destroy our souls, our ability to live with joy and love in this world.

In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
Amen.

FR NIGEL WILLIS
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Rev Canon Reg Huskins
Prayer on Good Friday 6 April 2012

Almighty God,
How do we even begin to thank you for your incredible love?
Even if we prayed for twenty-four hours a day, every day, it would not be enough.
Your love, your patience, your mercy, are too great for us to understand.
Please Lord, accept our humble thanks.
Please grant us your Holy Spirit to keep the cross of atonement ever before our eyes.
All this we ask through your beloved Son Jesus Christ.
AMEN
Let us now stand and sing together hymn 137
(Red Hymnal 137: THERE IS A GREEN HILL FAR AWAY.)

1.

There is a green hill far away,
outside a city wall,
where our dear Lord was crucified
who died to save us all.

2.

We may not know, we cannot tell,
what pains he had to bear,
but we believe it was for us
he hung and suffered there.

3.

He died that we might be forgiven,
he died to make us good,
that we might go at last to heaven,
saved by his precious blood.

4.

There was no other good enough
to pay the price of sin,
he only could unlock the gate
of heaven and let us in.

5.

O dearly, dearly has he loved!
And we must love him too,
and trust in his redeeming blood,
and try his works to do.
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PRAISE AND THANKS TO OUR LORD
for successful sales
It might have been noticed that there are new curtains on either side of the high altar.
The reason for this is that the existing ones were old and it was felt that they should be replaced.
The curtains were funded from sales proceeds.
This also means that the Sacristan on duty does not have the additional work of taking down the
existing curtains and then re-hanging different curtains with the relevant colour of the day.
This is done in accordance with the Lectionary.

Our most grateful thanks to Charlotte Kettle who made the curtains.
Once again, a very big THANK YOU to our congregation who continue to donate jumble.
Each one of our projects reflects on your kindness and generosity.
Our team is a dedicated part of the church’s fundraising efforts.

Thank you “JS Team”.

RIGHT SIDE

LEFT SIDE

Dawn Huskins
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A poem written by Fr Andre Hattingh
and sent to Mrs Sandy Botha after she had
come back from an Emmaus walk in 2009.
If anyone of you have done an Emmaus walk you will
agree that this poem had so much meaning for her.
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WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER - 2ND MARCH 2018.
Genesis1:1-31.
Greetings to all in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit
I'm standing here as a child of God, serving as a Lay Minister at the Cathedral of St Andrew
and St Michael.
We thank God for this beautiful community of women in prayer and in particular the people of
Suriname (Surinam) (a small Republic on the North east coast of South America), covered with
tropical rain forest.
Today's theme is "All God's Creaton is very good". (Genesis 1:1-31). This theme reminds me of
James 1:17: "Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the father of the
heavenly light". My address this evening will be based on this wonderful scripture reading and
randomly making reference to personal experience.
Genesis1:1, 2 starts as follows (NIV): "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
Now the earth was formless and empty. Darkness was over the surface of the deep and the spirit
of God was hovering over the water. Verse 31 says that God saw all that he had made, and it
was very good. Remember the scripture reading: All good thing come from God? Every step in
creation was good and declared good by God. He first declared the presence of LIGHT through
HIS word.
1. "Let there be light." Then God saw that the light was good.
2. He then separated the waters (vault) and it was so. This happened on the 2nd day.
3. He further separated water from dry land and He saw that it was good.
4. He then commanded Land to produce vegetation. And it was so and He saw that it was
good. (3rd day).
5. Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to separate day from the night and let them serve as
signs to mark sacred times. God made 2 great lights (ie: great light governing the day and a
lesser light to govern the night.) "And He saw that it was good." (4th day)
6. God created creatures of the sea and living creatures flying above the earth across the vault
of the sky. And He saw that it was good. Then He blessed them: Be fruitful and multiply. (5th
day)
7. The land produced living creatures according to their kinds: livestock, wild animals and all
creatures that move along the ground. All different kinds of them. And He saw that it was good.
8. Then he made mankind in his own image (In our likeness) so that they may rule over the fish
of the sea, birds in the sky, over livestock and all the wild animals and creatures moving over
the ground. He created male and female and blessed them (be fruitful and multiply and subdue
the earth).
Interpretation:
This final word of blessing from God on his completed work on Friday must have compared
with the final words of Christ spoken on the cross on Good Friday: "It is finished." These are
words spoken when all hard work, goals and specific missions have been accomplished: And
He saw that it was good: "Behold it was very good" - these words were said on each day's
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work, except for the 2nd day. We are not furnished with the reasons why. But the emphasis
becomes stronger upon the creation of man (It was VERY good. God could have created all
things instantly but He chose to form them gradually partly perhaps that His wisdom, power
and goodness be manifested in each part and more distinctly, so that He shows us His greatness
and also that He sets an example of good work ethics over 6 working days and resting on the
7th day. Everything He created, He saw that it was very good: for it was just as He wanted it to
be. Above all He blessed them. He gave approval of everything He had made.
This completeness signifies the restoration of the emptiness, formlessness and darkness which
is described in verse 2.
The 1st and 4th days refer to darkness on the face of the deep.
The 2nd and 5th days refer to the disorder and emptiness of the aerial and aqueous
elements.
The 3rd and the 6th days refer to the land.
God during creation represents various types of occupations and careers in today's life.
• Creator
• Economist
• Scientist
• Teacher
• Astronomer

(sun, moon and stars)
• Medical doctor (breathing His breath of life into man and that became the soul of life of
Man.)
• Royalty (Kings and Queens)
• Dietician (man is to eat every seed - bearing herb)
• Physician
• Town planner
• Watchmaker
What does this scripture mean to us?
• We

are the image of God
• We are the breath of God
• Our bodies were formed from the dust of the ground, unlike animals that were created
by His word only
• We are the living soul of God
• We were made in the holiness and blessedness of the Divine life
• We are Kings and Queens and the rulers of the earth.
This concrete essence of the Divine likeness was shattered by sin and it's only through Christ,
the hope, the glory, and the expression of His essence (Hebrews 1 :3) that our nature is
transformed into the image of God again. (Ephesians 4:24, Colossians 3:10).
Meaning of Genesis. 1:1-31:
1. Declaration of the good of God in our lives. Upon our creation He saw that what He
had made was very good.
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2. The blessing of God is always upon us. Surely Goodness and Mercy shall follow me all
the days of my life and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.
3. We form part of the completeness, the perfection of the version of what He, in His
absolute perfection, decided to create.
4. We are the beauty of His eye.
5. We have been bestowed with authority over the earth and commanded to reproduce.
6. We are something special on this earth.
As women of prayer, it is important to know that a woman was made from a man's rib
(Genesis 2:22). A rib is one of the strongest bones, protecting the softer and delicate parts in a
human body.
Genesis2:18 - For the Lord said it is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a suitable
helper for him (a helper who's just right for him)
1Corinthians 11:9: Neither was man created for woman, but woman for man.
May I wish you well in this mission of praise and prayer.
AMEN!

Sermon by Dipiloane on Women’s World Day
of Prayer in the Cathedral
Dipiloane Phutsitsi
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PALLIATIVE CARE: EVERYWHERE & BY EVERYONE
“Palliative care in every region; palliative care in every religion or belief”
Pontifical Academy for Life, The Vatican 28 February – 1 March 2018
Few people today recognize the important role that the Church still plays in provision of
health care in many countries. The Roman Catholic Church is the largest non-government
provider of health services in the world, providing 26% of the world’s health care; and with
65% of their services in the developing world. Together with other churches and faith groups
they provide over 50% of health care in Africa and Australia. The Pontifical Academy for Life
is dedicated to promoting the Church's consistent life ethic, which includes opposition to
euthanasia and physician assisted dying (PAD). From the time of the early Church, in
obedience to Christ’s example and teaching, care for the sick and those most vulnerable in our
societies has been integral to the life of the Church. So support for palliative care which aims
to relieve suffering and improve quality of life for those with life-threatening conditions, and to
provide care and support for the body, mind and spirit of the dying, should be included in any
health care initiatives of all churches.

I was fortunate enough to attend the first palliative care conference presented by the
Pontifical Academy for Life at the Vatican, with the full support of Pope Francis who sent a
loving message to the delegates. The subjects covered were wide-ranging and looked at many
aspects of palliative care and how different religions could integrate it with their beliefs. A
particularly outstanding presentation was by a young Indian doctor who linked different aspects
of care to elements of her Hindu beliefs. Providing palliative care had deepened her beliefs and
made her more introspective. Others presented on how palliative care not only improves
symptoms, but also improves medicine, health and society. It is recognized as a human right.
Archbishop Paglia in both his opening and closing speech referred to the importance of
ensuring palliative care is available to all and should be offered to anyone asking for euthanasia
or physician assisted dying, as for many the request to die is to avoid or be relieved from
suffering.
Without the support of all churches and faith groups we can never ensure palliative care
is available to everyone and everywhere.
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Within hospice palliative care, the founder of the modern hospice movement in 1967, Dr Cicely
Saunders, was a devout Christian and Anglican; and the Founder of the children’s hospice
movement in 1982 is an Anglican nun, Sister (then Mother) Frances Dominica.
Pope Francis defines palliative care:
“It is the experience of the truly human attitude of taking care of one another, especially those
who suffer. It is a testimony that the human person is always precious even if marked by illness
or old age. Indeed the person under any circumstances is an asset to him/herself and to others
and is loved by God”
If you would like to volunteer or help this global movement in our city you can contact
Sunflower Children’s Hospice or Hospice Bloemfontein.
Joan Marston 0822964367
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AN INVITE TO ALL THE CONGREGATION: There will be a workshop for the
making of palm crosses on Saturday 24th March at 14h30. If you have never made palm crosses
before and want to know how, someone will be available to show you. Please come along and
bring a pair of scissors and a lappie with you to wipe the leaves. All hands will be welcome!
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Report of the Diocesan Clergy Retreat and Clergy conference
held at St Augustine’s Conference Centre at Modderpoort
from Monday 05th February – Friday 09th March 2018.
We started on Monday with the Eucharist at 12h00 and this was followed by information
sessions: The first being the truth about Modderpoort B&B and the farm. This was led by the
Manager.
The next day we looked at the Canons (27) and the coming Synod. We also touched on the
liturgy committee.
Then the new Diocesan Administrator Fr Itumeleng Pooe gave a presentation on the truth
about the Diocesan Finances.
There were also discussions about Human Sexuality (relating to same sex unions).
All these sessions came to an end on Tuesday and from Wednesday to Friday morning we
started with the silent retreat which was led by Bishop Dintoe. The retreat ended with the
Eucharist and the Renewal of Priestly vows as well as the blessing of the oils: The theme of the
retreat was “Pressing on, no matter what" and also "In the face of danger". The key
scriptures were 2 Kings 2: 1-12, Matthew 17: 1-9 and Genesis 22: 1-13, 2 Cor 4: 7-18.
Fr Itumeleng Pooe presented a course “Rooted in Jesus Christ” which will also be run through
the entire Diocese:
The following dates were given:
:March- April 2018 - delegates to a training Programme. Delegate: S Teercom:
: April 2018 – letter from Bishops office to all churches announcing the adoption of the
programme in the Diocese.
:April 2018 – Briefing for all lay ministers and organization delegates.
: 3-5 May 2018 - 1st training of 140 delegates
: Aug 2018 – Synod to adopt "Rooted in Jesus" as a portfolio in the Diocese.
Report to the Cathedral Visitor by: The Revd Michael Masisi
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The annual service for the Women’s World Day
of Prayer took place on Friday March 2nd.
It is held in a different Bloemfontein church every
year, and this year it was our turn. The service is
always a formal one, put together by women, and
this year it was the women of Suriname who did it.
The theme was “All God’s Creation is very good”,
a message supported by the Bible reading from
Genesis Chapter 1, together with the hymns we
sang. We were very fortunate that the address
given by our very own Dipiloane Phutsitsi, who
very powerfully expounded on the theme
“All God’s Creation is very good”.
I think we were all inspired by her words, and felt
justly proud of her.

was

Mention must be made of the fellowship we
experienced before the service, when we met for
tea in the hall with those from other churches. We enjoyed lovely snacks and tea served by the
AWF, to whom we extend our grateful thanks, and not forgetting those who provided the food.
There was a good congregation present, unfortunately not too many of our own people,
you really should try to attend next year, it is well worth it.

Written by:

CHARLOTTE KETTLE

All Systems Go
Hold this rectangle to your face and blow on it.
If it turns green, call your Doctor.
If it turns brown, see your dentist.
If it turns purple, consult your psychiatrist.
If it turns red, see your banker.
If it turns black, call your lawyer and make a will.
If it remains the same colour, you’re in good health
and there is no reason on earth why you should not be
in church next Sunday morning!
22

SANDY BOTHA

Calling out from Brisbane
with all your Snippets.

Shaun Jacobs' mother died in Kimberley recently. We mourn with the family.
Also with the Sondiyazi family with the sudden passing of Charlton Sondiyazi.
Martha Sebatana died on 21st January. Her funeral took place at the Cathedral on 26th.
We mourn with her son Samuel, daughter Dabida, and grandchildren Morena Sebatana
and Thabang Ntsane.
Sandy Anderson has been in and out of hospital.
Sonja Loffstadt was bitten by a dog recently and had to be hospitalized.
She was later released home again with a drain in place.
We miss you on a Thursday morning Sonja!

Mariana Jones (wife of Fr Gareth Jones) had a bleeding
duodenal ulcer and had to spend 3 weeks in hospital. She is
much better now albeit on a special diet.
They live in King William ' s Town.

June Smith was in hospital for a few days for tests. Her son Stuart was out from Sydney
Australia to visit her for a while.
Betty Mathew turned 99 on 29th January.
Her daughter Coral came from Cape Town
to be with her on her special day!
Betty lives in Bayswater Frail Care.

23

To Michelle and Robert Brown:
a daughter named Charlotte Lorré,
born on 7th February
weighing 3.3kgs.

Great - Granny Baby Lange
is very excited as are
First time Grandparents
Erroll and Ansie Nel!

On 7th March Sandy Botha was surprised by the early arrival of daughter Michelle and
Ashley Cage's twins, Aidan and Cameron.
They were born at 26.4 weeks and are still
In incubators at the Mater Hospital in
Brisbane.
Of course granny had to go and see for
herself! Liam often goes to visit his
brothers who are slowly gaining weight.
It is thought that they might only come
home in 3 months time. Michelle and Ashley
are trying to cope with a suddenly expanded
family! Michelle is greatly outnumbered
as even the 2 dogs are males!

But the most important arrival was that
of Sadie Lombard born to Donae (nee Schroeter)
and Etienne on 12th January 2018.
Big sisters Lilly and Bella were very pleased to meet her,
as were granny Cheryl and Oupa Basil Schroeter.
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It was lovely to see Ernie and Annie Fallows
at the office a while ago.
Ernie has bone marrow cancer.
They left Bloemfontein to live at Paris
quite a few years ago.
Sandy says that in 1972 she and Barnie
attended confirmation classes with Ernie
and Annie in the old hall that used to be
across the road from the Cathedral.
Many years ago!!
Chris and Carol Ashman celebrated their 57th wedding
anniversary on 17th February, and Carol turned 80
on 28th January this year, so much celebrating has
taken place! Congratulations!

Editor Chirp:
Some Parish members
the oldies will remember:
Rolf and Hycie Trichard
Boysie and Lee Hopkinson

The Free State Province being announced as the top
academic province in South Africa may be due to hard
work and input from the Department of Education, but one
must also give much credit to various partnerships and
sponsorships. Michael Tebogo Phutsisi is the Deputy
Director for Partnerships in Education for the Free State
Department of Education. Not only do the partnerships assist
in interventions by assisting teachers and learners, but they also
provide bursaries to struggling students to further their studies.
Phutsisi announced a continuing partnership with amongst others, De Beer's Voorspoed Mine
in the Fezile Dabi district recently. He and Dipiloane Phutsisi are happily married and have
4 children. Dips is the principal of Mother TVET College.
Congratulations to the new alternate church warden
Matieho (Manti) Motlohi on being elected on to the
St Michael’s School for Girls School Governing Body
(SGB) for the next 3 years (2018-2020).
Her daughter Phawu became the ultimate winner of the
junior chess beginner’s level at the Blitz Open 2018
Chess Tournament held recently at Brebner School.
Mom is very proud!
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Baby Lange has been one busy lady, knitting away –
Bishop Paddy Glover would be very proud of her as she has been
busy knitting beanies galore for ‘The Mission To Seafarers’ which
is near to his loving heart.

She has also been knitting ‘Prem Beanies’ for hospitals for the premature babies and 4 were
given to Sandy’s grandsons in Australia as well.

Another lady who has been very busy
knitting squares for the blankets that
‘Knit and Knatter’ do and put together
for lovely blankets for the needy is
Loretta Visser.

Some of our faithful
members of the 09h30
Thursday Service and
members of staff at
Anna Ramaisa’s
retirement farewell
on 30th November 2017.
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On Cheryl’s birthday, the 09h30 Thursday crowd came into the Parish office and wished her a
Happy Birthday.
Mother and daughter, Maretha Krige
and Maryke Smit played at a gig at a
new restaurant that opened at Preller,
named “Annie”.
The instrument that Maretha has in her
hand is called an IBO drum which is
an African instrument.

Virginia Scott·
Special moment today when granny pinned
a Brownies enrolment badge on her
grandaughter Kyra Beelders.
Welcome to the 4th SMS Brownie Pack,
little Brownie.
Have fun!

WHAT IS THIS LADY
UP TO !!

Jill Mludek
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POSSIBLY MY WORST DAY EVER. – BY CHARLOTTE KETTLE
We were living in King William’s Town. One day I had business to see to in East London, so
after seeing my 4-year old Christopher, to nursery school, I drove to East London with my
2-year old, Elizabeth. We parked fairly central at a parking metre [remember those?], and I
deposited into it money sufficient for the time I intended to spend in town, and off we went. I
was pleased with the progress I made, all my business went smoothly, and we got back to the
car ahead of time.
But I couldn’t find my car keys.
Everything, including Elizabeth, was turned inside out, but no keys appeared. There was
nothing for it but to retrace our steps to see if I’d accidently dropped them in one of my ports of
call, but nothing.
By now I was getting frantic as my boy was due to get on the school bus at 12 noon, and would
be dropped off at home to an empty house. So next I had to make a call to the day care to beg
them to hang onto him until I arrived. Then I had to find a locksmith who promised to come as
soon as possible. All this on public phones, no cell phones in those days. [How on earth did we
manage?]
I stood dejectedly next to the car, impatiently wondering how long the locksmith would be, and
all of a sudden, Elizabeth had vanished. One minute she was there, the next she was gone. I
dashed up and down the street - it wasn’t crowded - but there was no sign of her. I turned
back towards the car just in time to see a traffic warden [remember them?] officiously writing
out a parking ticket for my car. I burst into tears and begged her not to add to my woes,
explaining that I had lost my car keys, and now my baby had disappeared, thus admitting, to a
total stranger, that I was guilty of two acts of gross carelessness, or three if you count my
failure to insert more money into the metre. I was too distraught to care, but bless her, she
offered to help me search for Elizabeth. We went into a small shopping arcade, and suddenly I
saw Elizabeth sitting on the shop counter, not in the least concerned, and apparently being
entertained by the staff, none of whom seemed to find it odd that a 2-year old was on her own. I
rushed forward to claim the child, and the nightmare started to recede with the arrival of the
locksmith.
Eventually we were on our way home,
calling in to collect the other child on the way.
The keys, needless to say, were never found.
But the parking fine was cancelled.

Christopher and Elizabeth Kettle
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Beautiful gardens appeal to our senses.
The colours and immense diversity of design combinations, fragrance, flavours,
sounds from birds and insects attracted to the plants and variety of textures.

A garden is a thing of beauty and a job forever.”– Richard Briers
That is how the Cathedral of St Andrew and St Michael’s garden is spoken about. We get
many compliments from people about our beautiful gardens and we thank so many people for
all their hard work that they have put into the garden through the many years of the life of the
Cathedral. At present we have our garden service who come in every Thursday to keep the
lawns cut and the yard clean – during the week we have our long time garden helper Justice
Sentane and our new Estate Manager Cedric Mageta who has a passion for the garden.

Justice
Setenane

Garden Service
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Vanity Ryan The Good Friday service was blessed! Thank you ❣
(from our Facebook site The Anglican Cathedral of St Andrew and St Michael, Bloemfontein)
31

32

From the Editor:

Cheryl Schroeter

Once again Easter is upon us and we have the opportunity to celebrate and reflect on the most
important event and holiest day on the Christian calendar. Jesus died for mankind’s salvation
and rose again! He overcame sin and death so that we may have eternal life through Him.
What an awesome gift to us! What a beautiful time to sit quietly and reflect on the wonder
of Jesus and His saving Grace and the wonderful intimacy that the Lord brings as we search
His Word.

“If a man is lazy, the rafters lag, if his hands are idle, the house leaks.”
Ecclesiastes 10:18
It is so easy to let one’s Spiritual life slip and then suffer the consequences of weak faith and an
empty life. We are all faced with misfortune and hardships of some kind; life is not easy these
days and many people are despondent and desperate. At times we struggle to sustain our
relationship with Jesus because we don’t find time to put Him first. Jesus calls us to
Himself and invites us to lay down our burdens at His feet, all we need to do is get some
uninterrupted time aside and speak to Him from our hearts. This Easter, let Him restore you to a
place of security and trust in Him – take heart, for Christ has overcome the world!
God Bless you all!!
Thank you to all of you who contribute to all the information
in the book, without your input there wouldn’t be a magazine –
all the SNIPPETS you share are so deeply appreciated and enjoyed
by all.
And to all our Advertisers, we appreciate your donation.
Anything you would like to add send to cheryl.schroeter@gmail.com
or info@bloemcathedral.co.za or just hand in at the Parish Office.
Point to the face that shows how you feel.
No matter how you feel today.
God will help you in every way.
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SERVICES PROVIDED AT THE CATHEDRAL

Sunday Services:
07h30 Said Holy Eucharist
09h00 Sung Holy Eucharist & Sunday School in the Hall

The Cathedral over and above the Sunday services offers the following services:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

17:30
8:00
8:00
9:30
8:00
8:00

Some of the ladies – that never want to go home!
I humbly request that whenever you are available, do attend these services.
After the service on a Thursday everyone meets for tea and biscuits in the foyer,
a lovely time of fellowship.
Tea is also served in the Hall after the 09h00 service – join us!
As Anglicans we also pray at 12:00 midday and you are encouraged to do likewise.
At 12h00 every day the bell at the tower gets rung and the Angelus is said:

The Bell that is erected in the gardens of the Cathedral

HOLY BAPTISM BY ARRANGEMENT
Contact: Parish Secretary: Sandy Botha  051-448-3010
CONFESSION, COUNSELLING & INTERVIEWS BY ARRANGEMENT
PLEASE Contact: The Priests - The Very Revd Lazarus Mohapi The Revd Michael Masisi
 051-447-3649
 083-759-6688
 mohapil3@gmail.com

FOR AN APPOINTMENT
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 ------------------ 073-833-7298
 revmichael@hotmail.co.za

CATHEDRAL DIRECTORY
CLERGY
The Dean
The Very Revd Lazarus Mohapi
 051-447-3649
 083-759-6688
 mohapil3@gmail.com
The Revd Michael Masisi
 ……………….
 073-833-7298
 revmichael@hotmail.co.za

PARISH STAFF
Parish Secretary: Sandy Botha
Mon – Thurs 08h30 – 15h00 / Fri 08h30-13h00
 051-448-3010 or 051-447-6462
 051-448-3078
 info@bloemcathedral.co.za
Receptionist: Cheryl Schroeter
Mon – Thurs 08h30 – 15h00 / Fri 08h30-13h00
 051-448-3010 or 051-447-6462
 angcath@bloemcathedral.co.za

Estate Manager Cedric Mageta
 084-504-5000
 051-448-3010 or 051-447-6462

Contact Details:
Postal: PO Box 1523, Bloemfontein 9300
Physical: 85 St George St, Bloemfontein 9301
E-mail: info@bloemcathedral.co.za
angcathedral@bloemcathedral.co.za
Website: htpp:/www.bloemcathedral.co.za
Face-book: The Anglican Cathedral of St Andrew and St Michael, Bloemfontein
Bank Details:
Account Name: The Cathedral of St Andrew & St Michael
Bank: Nedbank
Branch & code: Mimosa Mall 117-134
Account number: 1171082584
Please include your name and / or pledge number as
reference
HOSPITAL VISITING:

PLEASE NOTE: We always want to support Cathedral members and

their family and friends who might be sick at home or in hospital. The clergy treat this ministry
as a high priority BUT can only visit or pray for you if we know that you are not well. Please
be sure to inform us of this need.
MAGAZINE COSTS
At Council it was noticed that the costs of copying, especially in colour, had risen dramatically
this year. We are asking all magazine readers to think whether they would be happy seeing the
magazine in black and white or not. If you would like to give a donation towards the cost of
copying in colour, please send a cheque made out in the name of The Cathedral of St Andrew &
St Michael, to PO Box 1523, Bloemfontein 9300. If you bank through the internet, a payment
can be made giving “Donation mag” and your surname (unless you want to remain anonymous)
as the reference. Please see the account details. Thank you for your generosity.
A great WOW of thanks to ALL that have already donated. Every R10 counts.
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JUMPING CASTLE TO HIRE

EST.1906
Corner of Eastburger and
Zastron Streets Bloemfontein.
Telephone:

051-4473082
CONTACT:
Edwin Jacquire
CELL:
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084 4224 156

CLASSES ARE GIVEN BY TLAGU MOLOKOANE AND MATIEHO MOTLOHI

CONFIRMATION CLASSES: There will be a short meeting for all those who wish to
be confirmed in 2018 on Sunday 18th, after the 9am service, with parents and candidates.
FIRST COMMUNION CLASSES: This also applies to those younger children who
wish to receive First Communion.
Classes will begin on Sunday 25th at 9am in the Chapter House. There are forms at the back
of the church and at the office for both confirmation candidates and for First Communion.
Please bring your completed forms and a photocopy of your baptism certificate to the office
from now onwards until the first class on the 25th.
Confirmation is for those 16 years of age (in 2018) born in 2002 and earlier,
and for First Communion 8years (in 2018) born in 2010.
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Children in Church
"How many women can a man marry?"
"Sixteen," the boy responded.
His cousin was amazed that he had an answer so quickly.
"How do you know that?"
"Easy," the little boy said.
"All you have to do is add it up, like the pastor said,
4 better, 4 worse, 4 richer, 4 poorer."
A little girl became restless as the preacher's sermon dragged on and on.
Finally, she leaned over to her mother and whispered,
"Mummy, if we give him the money now, will he let us go?"
Ms. Terri asked her Sunday School class to draw pictures of their favourite Bible stories.
She was puzzled by Kyle's picture, which showed four people on an airplane,
So she asked him which story it was meant to represent.
"The Flight to Egypt," was his reply.
Pointing at each figure, Ms. Terri said,
"That must be Mary, Joseph, and Baby Jesus.
But who's the fourth person?"
"Oh, that's Pontius - the pilot!"
The Sunday School Teacher asks,
"Now, Johnny, tell me frankly do you say prayers before eating?"
"No ma'am," little Johnny replies, I don't have to.
My mom is a good cook."
A little girl was sitting on her grandfather's lap as he read her a bedtime story.
From time to time, she would take her eyes off the book and reach up to touch his
wrinkled cheek.
She was alternately stroking her own cheek, then his again.
Finally she spoke up, "Grandpa, did God make you?"
"Yes, sweetheart," he answered, "God made me a long time ago"
"Oh," she paused, "Grandpa, did God make me too?"
"Yes, indeed, honey," he said, "God made you just a little
while ago."
Feeling their respective faces again, she observed,
"God's getting better at it, isn't he?"

All submitted by:
Jennifer Slade - Baker
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Be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent,
for this is the house of God.
Before the service,
speak to the Lord.
During the service,
let the Lord speak to you.
After the service,
speak to one another.
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If you find mistakes in this leaflet,
please consider they are there for a purpose.
We publish something for everyone,
and some people are always looking for mistakes!!!
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