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Dear friends in Christ,
BECOMING OUR TRUE SELF
Taking over where someone else left off is tricky. When the sequel to “Gone with the wind”
was filmed, consider the pressure on the actors who had to recreate the roles played by Vivian
Leigh and Clark Gable. Not only did they have to give credible performances in their own right,
they were constantly being compared to the original Scarlett and Rhett.
It’s difficult enough to try to live up to your predecessor’s glorious reputation, but it’s even
more difficult to have to live down a bad one. St. Matthias had that problem. The only thing we
know about him is that he was chosen to take Judas Iscariot’s place among the twelve apostles.
Imagine going through history known as the one who replaced Judas. No matter what Matthias
did, the first thing people were bound to remember was he took over from the person who
betrayed Jesus.
Looking at our situation at the moment I am the only stipendiary priest at the Cathedral, and it
is difficult to be all over the place and still minister to the people of God effectively. One can
easily be trapped in maintenance mode. Understanding the role and the scope of the Dean’s
duties can sometimes lead to one experiencing burn-out or being perceived not to be doing
one’s best ministry. Then there is also another driving force of wanting to do more than I can
cope with, “the fear of being judged”, and not taking care of myself and my family.
We can have similar difficulties. If we replace a person who was well liked and left under
favourable circumstances, we can end up being constantly reminded that our predecessor did
things differently. Conversely, if the person was fired, we become known as the one who took
over so-and-so’s job. In either case, it’s difficult to establish our own identity in the shadow
of our predecessor.
The best and only thing we can do when we’re faced with a
situation like that is to focus our attention on the task at hand.
We can’t change what the person who had the job before us did
or didn’t do. All we can control are our own actions, and to
have the faith to build on the good foundation that was laid,
so that with God’s help, we can become the best possible
person for the job.
Yours in Christ,

Dean Lazarus Mohapi
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SNIPPETS (SNOOP-ETS?)
Sandy Botha

Congratulations go out to:………………….
Karabo Phutsisi who has become the
Deputy Head-boy of the Bloemfontein
Children’s Choir. We wish him well in this
endeavour.
He has been a member of the Bloemfontein
Children’s Choir for five years and goes to
St Andrews School. He is the son of
Dipiloane and Teboho Phutsisi.

Kyle Cilliers, grandson of Muriel and Wolf Helmes, won a cooking
competition sponsored by Courant Newspaper. He won a trophy and
R20 000 towards fees for the Food and Beverage Institute next year!
The next “Masterchef”?

Joan Marston has been awarded the Vittoria
Ventafridda Award on 16th November for her
contribution to the global development of
children’s palliative care at the opening ceremony
of the Third PPC Conference in Rome.

Virginia Scott’s second daughter, Kath,
gave birth to her second son,
Alexander Vincent, and he was christened on 2nd October.
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Clive and June Househam are now great-grandparents!

Sandy Botha became a granny for the third
time when her daughter Michelle gave
birth to Liam Christian Cage on
17th October. Of course Sandy had to go
to Brisbane to see her grandson, and by
the way, her daughter and son-in-law
Ashley Cage! Unfortunately Liam has
been diagnosed with a severe form of
epilepsy and we continue to pray for a
complete recovery for him. He is currently
on three anti-seizure medications. He is
eating well though, and loves “swimming”
in their pool!

Liam

Zanele Letloenyane has completed her
Theological Studies
and will be graduating in April 2017.

Revd William Mostert (who had served at the Cathedral at the time of his ordination as priest)
has been appointed Bishop Elect at Christ the King Diocese and he will be consecrated on
25th February 2017. Recently he visited us together with the Archbishop on 30th October. It was
good to see you again Father Willie!
In honour of the Cathedral’s
150th anniversary,
the Archbishop Thabo Makgoba
was invited to visit us on
30th October.
He also attended the
Council’s year-end function at
Rosie’s together with Fr Willie on
29th October.
On the Sunday Archbishop Thabo
celebrated and preached at both
services and then they joined us
at a Bring-and-Share braai in the
gardens.
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Gavin and Deloris Kester celebrated their
27th wedding anniversary recently.
Gavin has also completed an advance Diploma
in Business management at Unisa.

Richard and Lettie Morris celebrated their
50th (golden) wedding anniversary on
2nd December and they went to Florisbad
for a small break.

Richard Glover, son of
Bishop Paddy and Kirsty Glover,
has been appointed the CEO of Tennis
South Africa. He had been general manager
of Arsenal Broadband Ltd (in England) for
almost 6 years.

Les van Heusden has been travelling again!
He took a cruise from Royal Caribbean Cruises
leaving from Venice, through Kotor, Corfu,
Argostelli, Mykonos and Athens, then back
to Venice.
This is on my bucket-list too! (Sandy Botha)

The Rudd family, Herman and Hilda, retire at the end of the
year and they will be relocating to Stilbaai on 9th December.
I remember that their son,
Roland, was in the Sunday
School here many, many
years ago!
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Carol Keep has at last sold her house
and
she sends love to all.

Sam Marais, Elaine Hickling and Pam Murray continue to be unwell.
Mara Molokoane is slowly learning to walk again.
The mother of Charles Walbrugh passed away on 24th September.
Mpho Ngwenya’s brother died and the funeral was held in Butha Buthe in Lesotho
on 17th September.
Judge Connie Mocumie’s mother, Poppie, died on 11th October.
Veronica Scharneck’s mother Mieta, also passed away on 12th August. The funeral was on
17th at Aliwal North.
Rick Nuttall’s mom, Dorrie Nuttall, passed away as well. She was the wife of Bishop Michael
Nuttall.
Margaret Hall, the mother of Canon John Hall of Blackburn also passed away.
Pat Stewart, the wife of the late Revd Dennis Stewart, passed away in England on
6th December. She had been staying there with her daughter Elizabeth Pomeroy. Fr Dennis had
been a priest at St Margaret’s and also in Ficksburg at All Saints.
Rainee Motlohi’s aunt was buried on 1st October in Lesotho.

Samantha Zwiegers ---- Owner at NewClear Advertising & Websites
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Bishop Dintoe Stephen Letloenyane
Christmas Message

Are We Expecting Jesus or Are We Expectant With Jesus.
The doctrine of Advent teaches and exhorts people about being prepared for the coming of
Christ the Messiah. This is a twofold waiting time. One is that of the coming of a new born
baby coming as King and Saviour of the world. The other one is that of a King coming as Judge
over the whole world.
If you could be asked as to which King of the two are you ready to face
what would be your answer?
Many of us are happy with the King of Christmas coming as a new born baby. Hence we also
use the phrase such as ‘we are expecting the birth of Christ.’ The Church, I believe, should
emphasise the fact that what we do every year on Christmas Day is the commemoration in
thanks giving of the birth of a King that happened many years ago in history. This would
therefore mean that we are no more expecting King Jesus but that we are rather expectant
with King Jesus. We are filled with the presence of King Jesus in our hearts and shown in our
life.
When a woman has conceived, she is no more expecting a baby but she is rather expectant with
her unborn baby and she would make sure that she does everything in her power to protect and
keep her unborn baby safe. As Christians, those who believe and follow Christ, we need to
proclaim at all times that Christ Jesus Is Here With Us Right Now. As we also proclaim
during our liturgy when we say ‘The Lord Is Here, His Spirit Is With Us.’
Then the question may again arise as to whether are we fully expectant of Christ? Is the
presence of Christ fully within us? Or are we still waiting for Him to be conceived in our hearts
and in our life? The season of Christmas therefore reminds all Christians of the Light who
came to live with us and in us and who invites us to also be the people of the light as
scripture calls us the light and salt of the world.
The modern day vehicles are made in such a way that the moment the engine is switched on the
lights of the vehicle will automatically come on. The concept is that we do not switch our
vehicle lights only to see the road ahead, but that most importantly we switch the vehicle lights
in order that other road users would see us. Are our lights trimmed and burning? Is King Jesus
the Light of the world shinning and burning in us and through us? Are those around us
seeing Christ in us?
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May every Christmas Season reminds us that we are at all times called to carry the light of
King Jesus which is a beacon of hope and peace and healing for many of his people
especially in this world that seems to be overpowered by so many forces of darkness. May we
be expectant with Christ Jesus throughout all seasons of our Christian journey even beyond the
time of Christmas.

“The people walking in darkness have seen
a great light” Isaiah 9:2
Wishing you and your families a Blessed Christmas
and a Prosperous New Year
+Dintoe

ALMARIE GOUWS

The Mission of The YW is to provide:
secure, clean and comfortable accommodation
for young women within a Christian environment;
a biblical foundation leading to a life committed to Jesus Christ;
opportunities for young women to enhance their personal growth.

Take time right now to enjoy this day
relax in knowing the promise God gave
that you are a child of God up above,
made in HIS image and made in HIS love.
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CHURCH WARDEN’S REPORT

Wishing all the members of the Congregation
A Blessed Christmas and a Prosperous New Year
Eldrid Boraine

Something to think about!

Here Are 10 Ways to KILL Church Members Your Church
1. Don’t come.
One of the biggest church killers is waning attendance. Many people simply can’t find
the time to spend an hour or two in the Lord’s house. We find excuse after excuse as to
why we can’t come to church.
I wonder what our lives would look like if God only showed up at our house as often as
we showed up at His. The Bible is clear about the importance of assembling or coming
together (Hebrews 10:25).
Hebrews 10:25 “25 We should not stop gathering together with other believers, as some of
you are doing. Instead, we must continue to encourage each other even more as we see the
day of the Lord coming.”
I believe if we don’t go to church, we just might be playing a part in killing the church.

2. If you do come, make sure it’s late.
So many of today’s worshipers, have a lackadaisical attitude toward worship. We have
an “I’ll get there when I get there” attitude when it comes to church attendance.
I wonder, however, if we showed up to our job the way we show up to our church, how
many of us would still be employed?
We say that God is an “on time” God, but can He say the same about us? A lack of
punctuality when it comes to worship is a microcosm of our overall view of God. It says
that whatever else we are doing is more important, and God can just wait until we get
there.
This type of attitude is a major church killer.
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3. Only show up when the weather is good.
Ever been to church in a driving rainstorm? Neither have most of the other people in our
church! Some people only go to church when the sun is out and there are no clouds in
the sky.
We have produced a culture of “fair-weather” Christians, who only attend church when
everything is going right in their lives. The moment a storm hits their life, they get mad
at God, the priest and the church.
There are some people who you can tell exactly what’s going on in their lives based
upon their church attendance. When things are great and they have a little money in their
pockets, they’re in the front pew singing “Amazing Grace,” but as soon as they get laid
off or deal with some sort of difficulty, they’re ready to “curse God and die” (Job 2:9).
The only thing that dies with that kind of attitude is the church.

4. Find fault with everything (and/or everyone).
Most homicide investigations begin by researching those who had something negative to
say about the victim. Similarly, when a church dies, you can be sure that the fault finders
are prime suspects. These are the folks who sit “in the seat of the scornful” (Psalm 1:1).
Fault finders can always SPOT a problem, but they never SOLVE a problem. They are
definitely church killers.
Are you part of the problem or the solution?

5. Never accept a leadership role or responsibility.
Many people have a “renters” mentality when it comes to church; they take no
ownership.
When you rent an apartment, if something breaks, you call the landlord to fix it. Since
you don’t own it, you have no obligation to fix it. There are too many people renting
pews (and some pulpits).
It’s far easier to criticize than to mobilise. “Nobody has ever built a statue to a critic.”
If we want to make a difference, we have to accept the responsibility to lead, whether
formally or informally.
Leadership is not about position; it’s about productivity. A congregation full of
followers is on life support and is getting ready to die.
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6. Get mad if you’re not appointed to a leadership position.
So many people in church are focused on titles. They want to be directors, deacons and
dignitaries, and when they are not appointed to a position, they begin to stir up trouble.
This is a manifestation of deep-seated pride, and pride is one of the most dangerous
killers of all.

7. Never give your opinion in a meeting … wait until AFTER the meeting.
A surefire sign of a church that is on its deathbed is one that has major “meetings-afterthe-meeting.” You know, where no one voices their honest opinion or offers useful
insight during the official meeting, but are quick to huddle in a corner or the church
parking lot after the meeting to harp on how “it ought to be done.” Back stabbing and
gossiping before and after meetings
There are chalk lines all over church parking lots outlining exactly where the murder
took place.

8. Do nothing more than absolutely necessary.
Show up, go home, but don’t be an active, engaged member of the church. It’s hard to
reach “the least of these” when we’re only doing the least we can do.
The sad reality, however, is that most people who only want to do the least, love to
criticize those who are doing the most! They howl about how the church is being run by
a clique, when they never offered or took initiative to get any work done.
They just stand on the sideline and watch the church die. At the very least, they are an
accessory to the murder.

9. Hold back on your giving to the Lord.
It takes money to do ministry, especially to do mercy ministry for the underserved in
our communities. When we hold back on our giving to the Lord and His work, we are
limiting the work that can be done through the local church.
Additionally, since there are operational costs associated with a church or ministry, a
lack of giving can lead to the church being foreclosed, laying off staff and other adverse
results.
Some people say, “Well, all the church wants is money.” The same can be said of Pick n
Pay, yet they keep taking their money there! While I do not discount that there have been
those who have abused and misused the church for financial gain, there are thousands
of churches serving in their communities who are dying because of a lack of finances.
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When we stop giving, we are killing those churches and the countless lives they touch
each day. God should be number one on your list as all things come from you and of
your own do we give you- this should not be an excuse

10. Don’t reach out to the un-churched.
The primary purpose of the church is to introduce people to Jesus. The people in the
pews must take ownership of that responsibility and become “mini churches” that
reach out to the un-churched every day of the week and bring them to the house of the
Lord to be discipled.
Churches need regular and consistent “transfusions.” When new people are brought
into the church, they bring new life and vibrancy. They ensure that the church doesn’t
get stuck in the old way of doing things. They bring fresh perspective, and they help
keep the church alive.

Don’t kill your church! Go and bring in some new people today.

Dear Eldrid
Greetings
I am writing to convey my sincere appreciation and thanks to the Dean and leadership of the
Cathedral of St. Andrew and St. Michael.
Also to congratulate the Cathedral on achieving this great milestone and to pray for every
Blessing on all your undertakings in Mission, Ministry and Witness for the future.
It was so good to be part of this wonderful celebration and my thanks to you and all for making
this possible and sharing in your joy and delight, and yes the outstanding hospitality that we
received and enjoyed.
It was so great and a feeling which I cannot even put into words to have been part of the
Worshiping Community on Sunday Morning. You and your team performed outstandingly.
Thank you and for the kind gifts received.
Every Blessing
Grace and Peace
William
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For all dog lovers
"Dogs Welcome"
A man wrote a letter to a small hotel in a Midwest
town he planned to visit on his vacation.
He wrote: I would very much like to bring my dog
with me. He is well-groomed and very well behaved.
Would you be willing to permit me to keep him in my
room with me at night?"
An immediate reply came from the hotel owner, who wrote:
SIR: "I've been operating this hotel for many years.
In all that time, I've never had a dog steal towels,
bedclothes, silverware or steal pictures off the walls
or use them as a colouring book.
I've never had to evict a dog in the middle of the night
for being drunk and disorderly.
And I've never had a dog run out on a hotel bill.
Yes, indeed, your dog is welcome at my hotel.
And, if your dog will vouch for you, you're welcome to
stay here, too."
Submitted By: Jill Grinter

Contact:
Etienne
Lombard
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THE ARCHBISHOP THABO MAKGOBA
Sunday, 30 October 2016

Sermon at the 150th Anniversary Service of the
Cathedral of St Andrew and St Michael,
Bloemfontein
Theme: Standing in the watchpost and stationed
at the ramparts
Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4 Psalm 119:137-144 2
Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12 Luke 19:1-10

In the name of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who calls us to be faithful. Amen
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, dear people of God in the Cathedral of St Andrew and St
Michael:
It is a great joy to be here for this great milestone as you celebrate your 150th anniversary. It is
an honour and a privilege to have been asked to share the Word of God with you in this historic
place. And what a history you have! I learn that your first foundation stone was laid during the
earliest days of the Free State, when you were part of the Orange River Sovereignty, and that
the Cathedral was built during the time of the Orange Free State Republic. Your forebears then
lived through the years of the Orange River Colony, then in one of the four provinces within the
united South Africa, and finally now you are one of nine provinces of the new South Africa.

The congregations which have gathered in this place for faithful worship for 15 decades have
seen war and civil strife, promoted peace and reconciliation, and observed and participated in
history in the making. Today I join with you in thanking God for all those faithful clergy and
parishioners who have served your church and your community through these 150 years of
unceasing prayer, witness and service. We remember fondly Bishop Robert Gray, the first
bishop of Cape Town, who conducted the first service north of the Orange River, and the Revd
George Mitchell, the first priest to be ordained in this Diocese in 1865.
Thank you, Dean Lazarus (Mohapi), Churchwardens and your whole leadership team for
inviting me. Thank you everyone for your warm welcome. Thank you too to those who were
involved in the preparations for today. Let me also acknowledge your distinguished guests and
Bishop Dintoe (Letloenyane) as well as visiting clergy here this morning. Welcome to the
Executive Mayor and colleagues of the Free State.
Today is Bible Sunday, which is a celebration that focuses on the place of the Scriptures in our
daily lives. It is a celebration which says that we need to cherish God’s word and pray for those
who are still without it. Turning to the scriptures set for this morning, in the Old Testament, the
prophet Habakkuk—one of Israel’s minor or lesser prophets in the year 605 AD—is on the
brink of losing his faith. He struggles with the idea that God has not heard him lamenting for
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the people of Judah during a time of pain, struggle and crisis, upset that the righteous are
suffering and the wicked are prospering. I find the concept of lament, as expressed by Denise
Ackermann, helpful in this context. Denise has written that lamenting “...is a refusal to settle for
the way things are. It is reminding God that the human situation is not as it should be and that
God as the partner in the covenant must act.” Habakkuk had repeatedly called upon God to act,
to intervene, to set things right, to just do something. Yet it seemed to him that God had not
heard him and that God would not act to save his people. Finally, out of a deep sense of
frustration and confusion, Habakkuk cries out to God, asking him how he can allow such
injustice to occur, saying that he will stand at the “watchpost” and station himself on the
“ramparts” awaiting God’s response. The watchpost or ramparts could have been a certain
place or room that the prophet could withdraw to, or could have referred to a withdrawal into
the inner self for contemplation, prayers and reflection, while awaiting the divine response.
How often do you and I not feel like Habakkuk? How often do we feel as if God is not listening
to our laments, leaving us just wanting to withdraw into our rooms or into our inner selves. We
cry: “Lord, please act here, please do this, please make right the things that are wrong, please
heal me, please end this conflict. Lord there is great inequality in our country, the poverty, the
hopelessness we feel, the education crisis, Lord, please do something about them!” In this
Province, your Premier, Ace Magashule, has acknowledged problems in your education and
health departments. What has been reported about treatment of patients by your health
department is deplorable and it has taken your premier too long to act on this scandal.
We feel a deep sense of injustice in our and our society’s lives and, yes, like Habakkuk, we say
“How long, O Lord?” But then God answers Habakkuk: “Don’t despair, God does answer.”
The message is clear: even though destruction and violence are all around, the time will surely
come: wait for it, because “the righteous live by their faith.” Righteousness is very different
from self–righteousness; it is about reflecting the character of God, of Jesus, reflecting Jesus's
story in our story. It is about promoting God’s best, in all circumstances. It is about all that is
upright, virtuous, just and good, excellent and true.
Faithfulness in challenging times is the central message of St Paul’s brief letter. The
congregation to which Paul wrote had grown in faith and in love for each other under
considerable persecution. Nowhere was the growth of the faithful in Thessalonica more evident
than the way in which they patiently and faithfully endured hostilities and suffering for the sake
of Christ. Although there was no need for Paul to speak, since the Thessalonians' lives spoke
clearly enough, Paul’s joy before the Lord over their perseverance bubbled over. Paul boasts to
other congregations of their faithfulness and mutual love.
In the Gospel lesson, Zacchaeus’s faith—even if it be as small as a mustard seed, in the phrase
we read earlier in Luke—is shown by him believing in our Lord as soon as he heard he was
coming. The simplicity of his faith was seen when he promised to restore to those he had
cheated four times what he had taken fraudulently from them. Today, in this cathedral, we
celebrate the faithfulness and mutual love of the generations who have worshipped here over
the past century-and-a-half. Theirs truly is an impressive heritage. This passage in Luke’s
Gospel reminds us that all we need to do to live up to the legacy of our forebears here is to
emulate the simplicity of Zacchaeus’s faith. In his case, he was moved by his belief in Jesus to
give half of his possessions to the poor. And Jesus, despite the disapproval of those who
grumbled at him asking for hospitality from a tax collector and a sinner, responds that “today,
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salvation has come to this house.”
God in Jesus Christ did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world but in order that
all might be saved in him. Zacchaeus's sin was brought into the light by Christ not for
condemnation but to open him up to the glorious opportunity for God’s salvation and
redemption in every area of his life. Let’s be honest today, that we certainly need God’s rescue
and recovery in so much of our lives and our society. If we do not acknowledge sin, how can
we receive God’s more than wonderful solution to sin?
It is wonderful to come and be quiet in this building before Mass, and to breathe in its history of
a faithful people, a historical place of worship and also as a place of equipping ministry and
mission for God’s world. Here God has, again and again, met people and sent them out to
proclaim his truth, with clarity and courage, through difficult and challenging times. And God
knows that we have difficult and challenging times in South Africa today. Just to cite three
examples, two in our national life and one in our church life:






Firstly, as our Provincial Synod recently pointed out, our government appears set on
spending huge amounts of money on a nuclear procurement programme which threatens
to become an albatross of debt around the necks not only of our children but our
grandchildren and great-grandchildren too. Moreover, they are doing this at a time when
renewable energy is becoming ever cheaper and easier to produce.
Secondly, the government has now formally given notice that it wants to leave the
International Criminal Court, a pioneering initiative in international justice which leading
figures in fighting for our democracy played an instrumental role in setting up. The
framework under which the court was established, and its prosecutors, are not beyond
criticism, but it seems strange to suggest that because the justice it dispenses is not
perfect, there should be no justice at all. No, the government should act with the
confidence and determination of its predecessors, and boldly engage the international
community with a view to improving the court.
Turning to the church, in this Diocese, a decision taken many years ago enabling the
Diocesan Trusts’ Board to accept deposits from dioceses, parishes, organisations and
individuals has become a significant financial liability for the Diocese. It is regretted that
in order to repay these deposits it has been necessary to sell a property. However it is
accepted that in order for the Diocese to move forward and continue to fulfil its mission
in the world, the burden of debt needs to be lifted. A consequence of the decision to
accept deposits has been the repayment of these deposits as and when called upon to do
so and the only other funds available to make these repayments have been from the
operational funds of the Diocese. This has placed the Diocese under immense pressure,
both internally and externally, and obligations such as the payment of pension
contributions, for both laity and clergy, has suffered. At present the Diocese of the Free
State has outstanding pension contributions of just over R311 000 and on a Provincial
level has unpaid assessments totalling a bit more than R174 000. It is however not only
the burden of debt that has contributed to the financial situation of the Diocese. The
payment by parishes of their parish assessment to the Diocese is a crucial part of the
financial model of each diocese. It is the parish assessments that pay the stipends, make
provision for pension payments, pay the diocesan administration and most importantly,
allow the wealthier parishes to cross-subsidise parishes that are not well resourced. When
parish assessments are withheld it impacts not only on the Diocese, but also broadly on
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the family of God in the Free State. A principle of our discipleship is our love and
support for one another and where we become insular and inward-looking we place this
under principle under immense strain. I urge all parishes to recommit themselves to the
payment of assessments timeously and to engage with the Diocese to see how, as a
family of God the present situation in the Diocese can be turned around and to allow the
work of God to flourish in this beautiful part of South Africa.
People of the Cathedral of St Andrew and St Michael: On this 150th anniversary, God’s call to
faithfulness comes to this congregation, this diocese and our Province of Southern Africa in
new ways. After 22 years of democracy, too many people still experience living and working
conditions that deliver neither human dignity nor economic justice. We are challenged by a
high rate of poverty, inequality of opportunity and unemployment. This is why we need good
research and comprehensive policy initiatives like the National Development Plan, and the
Church must lend its support to all who strive to bring about the “abundant life” that Jesus
promised to every child of God.
But in the short term, our country also needs drastic action. After prayer and careful
discernment, I want to make an urgent call in response to the immediate governance challenge
we face right now, and that is this: On the train that is South African democracy in motion, we
can no longer be passengers. We can no longer trust the driver to do the right thing. We instead
need to engage the driver robustly – to the point of halting the train so we can determine the
direction forward together. If we don’t do that, we’re likely to be lead into a big dark hole. I am
calling you and all Anglican faithful to join in an hour of silent prayer this week to soak our
country in prayer. The theme for this is a lament for our beloved country. I will be at the foot of
the steps at St George's Cathedral, Cape Town, on Wednesday but you can join from anywhere
and at any time. Whether or not we are involved in policy making and implementation, let us
draw on God’s power to help us strive so that in our own contexts, and in all our dealings with
others, human dignity is upheld, justice ensured, equality advanced, and moral courage
promoted. As South Africans, let us rekindle the vision of a free, fair, just South Africa which
inspired the peaceful transition to democracy and let us all work and pray to bring it about.
To conclude, The Old Testament says cry out, lament; the Psalmist says zeal consumes us and
we are in trouble and in anguish. But the New Testament says, “the grace of the Lord is
sufficient” and the Gospel says, “he wants to dwell in our homes and save us”. Let us
confidently appropriate Jesus’s declaration to Zacchaeus for ourselves, and enjoy his blessing
as he declares that salvation has come to this Cathedral, city and country, to our houses,
because we too are the sons and daughters of Abraham.
Amen.

“For you shall go out with JOY
and
be led forth with PEACE;
the mountains and the hills
shall break forth in singing.”
(Isaiah 55:12-13)
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Thanks from Sunflower Children’s Hospice
The children, staff and volunteers of Sunflower Children’s Hospice wish to thank Fr Lazarus,
the PCC and so many who have supported the children during the past year. You have made a
real difference in their lives. Sending much love and good wishes for a Very Merry Christmas
and wonderful New Year.

Tuesday 6 December is St Nicholas Day,
the day we remember the children we cared for
who died this past year, and give thanks for all
the blessings we have experienced. We place
their names onto a sunflower on our Wall of
Remembrance and light a candle and to say to
them "we will always remember you."
Please join us at 17.30 for 18h00 at
Sunflower House for a short service,
some music and refreshments

6.12.2016

A map to show where Sunflower House
or St Nicholas Children’s Hospice is
situated in Bloemfontein.

.
6.12.2016
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December 2016
“Err, no, I can’t!” ”I’d come to the same conclusion.” Diane pondered carefully after
I asked her for help “I need an example from our grandchildren demonstrating practical love
involving self-giving, sacrifice, that sort of thing.” Neither of us could think of any examples.
One of the grandchildren had spent nearly two days playing upstairs with the Lego with
involved and elaborate stories; he was a delight and a pleasure to have, but like his cousins,
yielded no stories of self-sacrifice. “They’re children”, Diane confided confidently, “so it’s not
surprising we can’t think of any stories.” I have, of course, seen spontaneous acts of selfsacrificing love, where children have given away something special to them, but I cannot think
of any specific stories and on the whole, small children are naturally self-centred. As we
chatted through our own experiences, I remembered a story I had heard – and I think, seen –
when I was a child. My mum said it was a lovely story and very romantic; I was around 13 and
remember remarking how silly it was and they’d have been better talking and how surprise gifts
often weren’t that much fun. My Mum smiled and just said “You don’t understand the point –
one day you will.” and left it with that kind of superior and knowing look.
A little research and I discovered that I had remembered the story accurately. It is called
‘The gift of the Magi’ by O. Henry. Jim and Della are married and quite poor; their prized and
only real possessions are his gold pocket watch and her waist length flowing hair. Della sells
her hair and buys Jim a fob chain for his watch as his Christmas gift. He arrives home late and
is startled to see her short hair: he’s sold his watch to buy combs for her hair so both have gifts
which are (13 year old’s view) useless ( I also observed that at least her hair would grow back).
The point, as my mother tried to say, was that they demonstrated something far more valuable
than either watch or hair; they showed practical love in a self-sacrificing action so both knew
neither had anything that they prized more than their spouse. At 13, I couldn’t get the nontangible benefit each enjoyed in the knowledge of the depth of love each had from their spouse.
(Hey Mum, I get it now!)
As we count down to Christmas, we are in a season of self-giving sacrificial and practical
love. The actions of the principle characters in the Christmas story are not theoretical
digressions on the merit of love (and O. Henry’s was just a story) but the raw and costly actions
of real human beings. Mary would have been around my then age, and had all her dreams in
place when Gabriel spoke to her. She was due to marry Joseph, a man of substance and
standing in the village, tracing his ancestry back to the royal family; he offered security,
standing, family and godliness. In seconds, Gabriel had asked her to let it all go for love of
God. Her response to Gabriel “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me
according to your word.” (The Bible, Luke 1.38) is extremely brave, throwing her into an
uncertain future with the strong possibility of loss of position, future, love…
No less strong is Joseph’s response. After initially planning to quietly set her aside (so
she could go to the man she evidently loved more than him) he responds to the angel’s message
… he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she
had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. (Matthew 1.24-25) Joseph knew he
would lose his reputation, possibly business, by standing by Mary. The Christmas gift of Mary
& Joseph in giving up all they cherished to serve God – and us – is hard to comprehend, but
even their loving self-sacrifice in God’s service pales into insignificance when we consider the
loving self-sacrifice of Jesus and the Father.
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The Father, intimately and organically one with the Son, gives him up for our sake: God
so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should
not perish but have eternal life (John 3.16); The Son has given up a glory we can only begin
to imagine, praying just before his death on the cross “Father, glorify me in your own
presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed” (John 17.5), and more
than giving up his place in heaven, God shows his love for us in that while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5.8). This is God’s Christmas gift to us, delivered
through the willing self-sacrifice of his servants Mary and Joseph, a practical, costly act of love
that we may all have not just Christmas joy but eternal life; unwrap with care and treasure for
life.
Praying that you may find in the Bethlehem babe not just an example of self-giving love
but a joy and peace in his greatest gift of all, life eternal in Christ Jesus the Saviour.
Your servant in the Lord Jesus Christ,
Simon Cox.
Canon Dr Simon Cox
Rector of Bispham All Hallows
Area Dean of Blackpool

Most people walk in and out of your life,
but FRIENDS leave footprints in your heart
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CHRISTMAS LETTER 2016
As we look back on the events of this year, we begin to realise how time has flown and
that we have been living at our retirement Village up in Johannesburg now for nearly three
years, together with our furry children, Fussy and Sweetpea (Miss P), who have settled in
thinking that all the gardens belong to them !
We are kept on the hop here in St Michael’s Village. Ann Louise heads up one of two
entertainment teams, preparing programmes once every two months, as well as assisting in the
Village Sunday Service, where David orchestrates the choral music, and often presides as
priest. He has continued as a Village Councillor this year with the portfolio of
‘Communications’. As such he edits and produces the Village Newsletter once a Quarter. (He
also edits a weekly newsletter which our son Paul writes for his Entrepreneurial Business, ‘UVita’.) During the year we presented Candle Theatre for our parish of St Mike’s. doing it
together with our son Geoffrey and his wife Lizl.
There were two holidays this year. One was spent for ten days over Easter on the South
Coast together with Geoffrey and family. It was a nostalgic visit to the sea after many years
inland. Our second break was a cruise for a week in November with Stephen and Isabelle on
board the MSC Sinfonia, up the East Coast to the Portuguese Islands. This was a new
experience for us, staying on a floating hotel with entertainment and a restaurant dinner each
night, not to mention all the other activities on board.
Since coming to live in Gauteng we have not only spent more time with families but
have also had the opportunity of seeing live theatre. Earlier in the year our son Geoffrey and
his wife took us to see the musical ‘Singin’ in the Rain’, and on Ann Louise’ 76th birthday we
were spoiled with dinner and the show, ‘Annie’ – which was very appropriate!. On David’s
80th, all the families gathered at Geoffrey’s home – which is just down the road, incidentally to celebrate that milestone. Our two oldest grand children, Christopher and Robyn – both 18 have just completed their schooling, while the others are growing up fast – Keri and Jonathan
(16), Gregory (14) and Ashley (12).
We have been blessed with fairly good health. David saw his cardiologist recently and
was given the green light for another year, while remaining on the pills that keep his heart in
good shape! Ann Louise has had difficulties with a knee and a shoulder, but is managing
without assistance or surgery.
David hopes to complete writing an update history of St Michael’s School. He has been
working on this project sporadically over the past two years. It covers the period from the
democratic change in South Africa in 1994 up to the 140th Anniversary in 2014. It will be the
second update of the school’s history since Margaret Leith’s book of the first 100 years. The
late Mother Emeritus, Mary Ruth, CSM & AA., wrote the first update covering the twenty
years since the Centenary, which was published in 1993.
Thank you all for keeping contact with us. We trust this letter finds you well; it brings
our love and good wishes for a Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year.
With God’ blessing,

St Michael’s Village,
Weltevreden Park.

Ann Louise and David
Tanton

Tel. 011 675 7405
Cell. 083 564 8174
email: tantonde@telkomsa.net
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1ST December, 2016

SUBJECT: TERMINATION OF EMPLOYMENT
Dear Dean Lazarus Mohapi and members of the Parish Council,
I find it very hard to write this letter informing you all that I will be retiring at the end of
December, 2016 as I feel that it is time for me to sit back and enjoy my twilight years even
though I have enjoyed my eleven years of working at the Cathedral. My wife and I were
very Blessed to have received the opportunity to work and live at the Cathedral at a time when
we were going through a difficult financial stage of our lives, and really felt lead by Our Father,
God into employment.
I leave with a sad but a good heart and no ill feelings towards anyone or anything that has
happened in the past year, and at any time you need me for anything my door will always be
open to anyone. I strongly believe God will send you the correct person to follow my work
footsteps and even improve on them where I had short comings, may he as the next Estate
Manager be humbly Blessed like I have been over the years.
I will miss the goings on at the Cathedral and wish everyone
a bright future following the call of Our Lord, and Saviour.
Regards,
BASIL SCHROETER
0826304339 Private Cell Phone.
(0845045000 – ESTATE MANAGERS cell phone)
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From the Editor:

Cheryl Schroeter
Wow! Christmas is here again – where does the time go? Every year
seems to pass by quicker than the year before and one is left with so much
still to do! The most important thing in our lives should be the
enrichment and growth of our faith. Yet in this fast-paced world, we
often neglect to spend the time studying God’s Word. The wonderful
thing about the Word of God is that it blesses us now and helps us to
live successful lives until we go to meet the Lord.
“For the grace of God
that brings Salvation
has appeared to all men.”
Titus 2:11

May this be a season when Christian families put aside selfishness and reach out to the poor,
orphans, widows, elderly, lonely and the sickly, ministering Your love and generosity. May
the true meaning of Christmas be realised. May church leaders seek Your direction as to what
to preach, so that people would develop a vibrant relationship with You.
God bless you over this festive season
and may the Lord Jesus be the centre of all our celebrations!
Thank you to all of you who contribute to all the information in the book, without your input
there wouldn’t be a magazine – all the SNIPPETS you share are so deeply appreciated and
enjoyed by all. And to all our Advertisers, we appreciate your donation. Anything you would
like to add send to cheryl.schroeter@gmail.com or info@bloemcathedral.co.za or just hand in
at the Parish Office.
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2nd OCTOBER 2016

FORMAL LUNCH IN THE HALL
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JANUARY 2017 CALENDAR

Saturday

Friday

Thursday

Wednesday

Tuesday

Monday

Sunday

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

1 1st SUNDAY

8 THE

15 2nd

22 3rd SUNDAY 29 4th SUNDAY

AFTER
CHRISTMAS
08h00 – Holy
Eucharist with
hymns

EPIPHANY OF
OUR LORD
08h00 – Holy
Eucharist with
hymns

SUNDAY OF
THE YEAR
07h30 – Holy
Eucharist
PARISH
BREAKFAST
09h00 – Sung
Eucharist

OF THE YEAR
07h30 – Holy
Eucharist
09h00 – Sung
Eucharist

OF THE YEAR
07h30 – Holy
Eucharist
09h00 – Sung
Eucharist
Bopanang group

2 THE HOLY

9

16

23 Yona

30

NAME OF
JESUS: THE
CIRCUMCISION OF
CHRIST
17h30 - Holy E

17h30 - Holy
Eucharist

17h30 - Holy
Eucharist

Kanamuzeyi
17h30 – Holy
Eucharist

17h30 – Holy
Eucharist

3

10 William

17 Antony of

24 Francis de

31

08h00 - Holy
Eucharist
08h30 – Staff
meeting
09h30 – Knit &
Knatter at Siesta

Laud
08h00 – Holy
Eucharist
08h30 – Staff
meeting
09h30 – Knit &
Knatter at Siesta
15h30 – Bible
Study – 15
Dickie Clarke
Street

Egypt
08h00 - Holy
Eucharist
08h30 – Staff
meeting
09h30 – Knit &
Knatter at Siesta

08h00 - Holy
Eucharist
08h30 – Staff
meeting
09h30 – Knit &
Knatter at Siesta
17h30 – Council
meeting

4

11

18

17h30 – Holy
Eucharist

08h00 - Holy
Eucharist

CONFESSION
OF ST PETER
08h00 – Holy
Eucharist

Sales
08h00 - Holy
Eucharist
08h30 – Staff
meeting
09h30 – Knit &
Knatter at Siesta
15h30 – Bible
Study – 15
Dickie Clarke
Street
25 THE
CONVERSION
OF ST PAUL
08h00 – Holy
Eucharist

5

12

19

26 Timothy &

09h30 - Holy
Eucharist

09h30 - Holy
Eucharist

09h30 - Holy
Eucharist

6 THE

13 Hilary
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EPIPHANY OF
OUR LORD
08h00 - Holy
Eucharist

08h00 - Holy
Eucharist

08h00 - Holy
Eucharist

Titus
09h30 – Holy
Eucharist
17h30 - EXCO
27 John
Chrysostom
08h00 - Holy
Eucharist

7

14 Richard

21 Agnes

28 Thomas

08h00 - Holy
Eucharist

Benson of
Cowley
08h00 – Holy
Eucharist

08h00 - Holy
Eucharist

Aquinas
08h00 - Holy
Eucharist
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FEBRUARY 2017 CALENDAR
Week 1

Week 2
5
SUNDAY
OF THE YEAR
07h30 – Holy
Eucharist
09h00 – Sung
Eucharist

Week 3
Week 4
Week 5
th
th
12 6 SUNDAY 19 7
26 8th SUNDAY
OF THE YEAR SUNDAY OF
OF THE YEAR
07h30 – Holy
07h30 – Holy
THE YEAR
Eucharist
07h30 – Holy
Eucharist
09h00 – Sung
Eucharist
09h00 – Sung
Eucharist
PARISH
Eucharist
BREAKFAST
Bopanang group
09h00 – Sung E

6

13

20 Mother

27 George

17h30 - Holy
Eucharist

17h30 - Holy
Eucharist

Cecile of
Grahamstown
17h30 – Holy E

Herbert
17h30 – Holy
Eucharist

7

14 Cyril &

21 Missionaries

28

08h00 - Holy
Eucharist
08h30 – Staff
meeting
09h30 – Knit &
Knatter at Siesta

Methodius
08h00 - Holy
Eucharist
08h30 – Staff
meeting
09h30 – Knit &
Knatter at Siesta
15h30 – Bible
Study – 15
Dickie Clarke
Street

& Martyrs of
Africa
08h00 - Holy
Eucharist
08h30 – Staff
meeting
09h30 – Knit &
Knatter at Siesta
17h30 – Council
meeting

08h00 - Holy
Eucharist
08h30 – Staff
meeting
09h30 – Knit &
Knatter at Siesta
15h30 – Bible
Study – 15
Dickie Clarke
Street

1

8

15 Thomas

22

08h00 - Holy
Eucharist

08h00 - Holy
Eucharist

Bray
08h00 – Holy
Eucharist

08h00 – Holy
Eucharist

2 THE

9 James Mata

16

23 Polycarp

PRESENTATI
ON OF OUR
LORD IN THE
TEMPLE
09h30 - Holy
Eucharist
18h00 – AWF
AGM

Dwane
09h30 - Holy
Eucharist

09h30 - Holy
Eucharist
17h30 – EXCO

09h30 - Holy
Eucharist

3 Anskar

10

17

24

08h00 - Holy
Eucharist

08h00 - Holy
Eucharist

08h00 - Holy
Eucharist

08h00 - Holy
Eucharist

4 Manche

11

18

25

Masemola of
Sekhukhunelan
d
08h00 - Holy
Eucharist

08h00 – Holy
Eucharist

08h00 - Holy
Eucharist

08h00 – Holy
Eucharist

Saturday

Friday

Thursday

Wednesday

Tuesday

Monday

Sunday

5th
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SERVICES PROVIDED AT THE CATHEDRAL

Sunday Services:
07h30 Said Holy Eucharist
09h00 Sung Holy Eucharist & Sunday School in the Hall

The Cathedral over and above the Sunday services offers the following services:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

17:30
8:00
8:00
9:30
8:00
8:00

Some of the ladies – that never want to go home!
I humbly request that whenever you are available, do attend these services.
After the service on a Thursday everyone meets for tea and biscuits in the foyer,
a lovely time of fellowship.
Tea is also served in the Hall after the 09h00 service – join us!
As Anglicans we also pray at 12:00 midday and you are encouraged to do likewise.
At 12h00 every day the bell at the tower gets rung and the Angelus is said:

The Bell that is erected in the gardens of the Cathedral

HOLY BAPTISM BY ARRANGEMENT
Contact: Parish Secretary: Sandy Botha  051-448-3010
CONFESSION, COUNSELLING & INTERVIEWS BY ARRANGEMENT
PLEASE Contact: The Priest - The Very Revd Lazarus Mohapi
 051-447-3649
 083-759-6688
 mohapil3@gmail.com

FOR AN APPOINTMENT
30

CATHEDRAL DIRECTORY
CLERGY

PARISH STAFF

The Dean
The Very Revd Lazarus Mohapi
 051-447-3649
 083-759-6688
 mohapil3@gmail.com

Estate Manager
Basil Schroeter
 084-504-5000
 051-448-3010 or 051-447-6462

Parish Secretary: Sandy Botha
Mon – Thurs 08h30 – 15h00 / Fri 08h30-13h00
 051-448-3010 or 051-447-6462
 051-448-3078
 info@bloemcathedral.co.za
Receptionist: Cheryl Schroeter
Mon – Thurs 08h30 – 15h00 / Fri 08h30-13h00
 051-448-3010 or 051-447-6462
 angcath@bloemcathedral.co.za

Contact Details:
Postal: PO Box 1523, Bloemfontein 9300
Physical: 85 St George St, Bloemfontein 9301
E-mail: info@bloemcathedral.co.za
angcathedral@bloemcathedral.co.za
Website: htpp:/www.bloemcathedral.co.za
Face-book: The Anglican Cathedral of St Andrew and St Michael, Bloemfontein
Bank Details:
Account Name: The Cathedral of St Andrew & St Michael
Bank: Nedbank
Branch & code: Mimosa Mall 117-134
Account number: 1171082584
Please include your name and / or pledge number as
reference
HOSPITAL VISITING:

PLEASE NOTE: We always want to support Cathedral members and

their family and friends who might be sick at home or in hospital. The clergy treat this ministry
as a high priority BUT can only visit or pray for you if we know that you are not well. Please
be sure to inform us of this need.
MAGAZINE COSTS
At Council it was noticed that the costs of copying, especially in colour, had risen dramatically
this year. We are asking all magazine readers to think whether they would be happy seeing the
magazine in black and white or not. If you would like to give a donation towards the cost of
copying in colour, please send a cheque made out in the name of The Cathedral of St Andrew &
St Michael, to PO Box 1523, Bloemfontein 9300. If you bank through the internet, a payment
can be made giving “Donation mag” and your surname (unless you want to remain anonymous)
as the reference. Please see the account details. Thank you for your generosity.
A great WO W of thanks to ALL that have already donated every R10 counts.
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JUMPING CASTLE TO HIRE

EST.1906
Corner of Eastburger and
Zastron Streets Bloemfontein.
Telephone:

051-4473082
CONTACT:
EDWIN JACQUIRE
CELL: 084 4224 156
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