
  

  

24 

Join Sandy Botha  - on her holiday in Australia                                                              
( Parish Secretary and Treasure at the Cathedral ) 

Once my younger daughter, Michelle, had left South Africa                                                                                               

to go and live in Brisbane, Australia, with her new husband,                                                                                  

Ashley Cage, I decided that I just HAD to go and visit her                                                                                      

to see where she is living and what she talks about.                                                                                              
“Skype-ing” wasn’t enough. I was lucky enough to get a                                                                                     

Qantas flight on 13th April which flew directly to Sydney                                                                                                           

and then I caught a local flight to Brisbane, which lies north                                                                                     

of Sydney. I arrived on 14th April in the evening and I was                                                                                                                           

met at the airport by Michelle and Ashley and taken home                                                                                                                  

to Manley West. I was thrilled to see their dogs again - Milo and Marmite – the boys! 
 

        After a good night’s sleep I felt no jetlag 

        fortunately. The following weekend  

        Michelle took me to Melbourne as she had 

        also never been there before. The weather 

        was cold and even rainy, but that made no 

        difference. We did a morning tour through 

        Melbourne, seeing St Patrick’s Cathedral, 

        China Town, the MCG and the Rod Laver 

        Tennis Centre; the Botanical Gardens and 

        the Shrine of Remembrance, a memorial to 

        those who died during the World Wars. 

 Botanical Gardens     (Anzac Day is a big day in Australia).  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

     

                          Flinders Street Station             City Hall all lit up for the comedy Festival! 
 

 

 

We also went on a boat tour along the                                                                                                        

Yarra river, after which we had lunch                                                                                                              

overlooking the river and all the buildings                                                                                                        

around there.  
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      On the Sunday morning we walked to  Victoria Markets. 

      There is so much to see: all the fruit and veg, meat, 

      cheeses, you name it! In the market area there were                

      many  people selling trinkets, clothes and any other 

      bric-a-brac. I heard that there was an antique area as

      well, but we never found it. That evening we flew back 

      to Brisbane, as Michelle had to work the next day. I 

      started walking with her and the boys every evening to  

      get to know the neighbourhood and get some exercise 

      after all the eating!  I soon learnt how to take a bus to 

town and then I could explore on my own. Their Botanical Gardens were amazing!  

 Also, I went on a personally guided tour by a Brisbane Greeter. These people volunteer 

their time taking people around sites which they think would be interesting to people. I was 

taken to City Hall, Roma Street Station gardens (also amazing!) the Governor’s house, the 

museum with a display of the actual gowns worn by movie stars of the 40’s and 50’s (like 

Deborah Kerr, Fred Astaire,  Liz Taylor and Richard Burton, Debbie Reynolds, Lucille Ball 

etc) which was fascinating! (I am old enough to have memories of them!) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              Story Bridge                                      Roma Street Station Gardens 

 When I arrived, Michelle insisted that I see her podiatrist about my feet and shoes.                           

I agreed and was fitted with two pairs of shoes, one for every day wear, and one to wear with a 

dress, so when it gets warmer, you might see me in one! The podiatrist agreed that my feet          

were “complicated”! All of this was paid for by my daughter! I have been so blessed to be able 

to walk comfortably and confidently again! 

 We also took Ashley’s mother, who lives in New Zealand, but was visiting Ashley’s 

sister Vanessa who lives on the Gold Coast (just south of Brisbane), to the Sunshine Coast and 

Montville (just north of Brisbane) which was very picturesque. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                     

We stopped for lovely home-made fudge                             Montville – lots of very   

                at a place on the way                                            quaint and unusual shops 
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We had lunch here, the restaurant is called                  On the way back we passed a dam                                                                                                  

“The Edge” and it has a spectacular view of                with a nature walk near it.                                                                                                                

the mountains in the distance.                                        
 

One evening we even went to see a performance of Cirque du Soleil! Indeed I was very spoilt! 
 

We also went to an “Outback Experience” which showed the way that they ride in the Outback 

– horses and herding cattle with dogs etc. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This photo from left to right: Ashley’s sister, Vanessa, his mom Elaine, Ashley, Michelle,       

 me, Oliver (6yrs), Vanessa’s son, and her husband, Jodie. (All ex-South Africans!) 

 

Three days before I was due to leave, it RAINED! About 300mm in a day! Five people lost 

their lives, tragically, by not heeding warnings about crossing swollen rivers. 

 

After a very sad farewell I left for Sydney. I had booked a hotel right in the CBD so that I           

could walk to all the attractions that I wanted to see. First on the list (of course!) was Sydney’s 

iconic Opera House and Harbour Bridge. Sydney has a free circular bus service through the 

CBD, which was very nice at the end of the day when you are tired! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The view from the top floor of the hotel was also spectacular! 
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               St Mary’s Catholic Cathedral                Skyline of Sydney showing “The Eye”  

 

I discovered St Andrew’s Anglican Cathedral in Sydney. The organ pipes are painted and they 

also have beautiful stained glass windows. There was also a St Andrew’s School just behind           

the Cathedral.  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was also nice, that while you were wandering around                                                                                           

the Cathedrals, there was often an organist playing on                                                                                                        

the organ which added to the atmosphere. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

I also discovered Queen Victoria market which had many different shops and stalls, also with 

cakes by Adriano Zumba (for the Mastercheffies!) 

 

I had booked a tour to the Blue Mountains while still at home, and this was also a wonderful 

day but I was exhausted by the time I got home! We went to the Scenic World near Katoomba 
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where we took the Skyway to see the Three Sisters, as well as a waterfall. The Blue Mountains 

get their name from the blue haze from the eucalyptus trees.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After that we had lunch then on to the Featherbed Animal Sanctuary. It was wonderful to see 

the kangaroos, koalas and other animals and birds up close. His treat was a baby chicken. Ugh! 
 

 

       

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                             Beautiful autumn foliage in Leura. 
 

We were allowed to feed the kangaroos                                                                                                               

ice-cream cones filled with grass – a tasty treat!                                                                                                               
 

On the way home we caught the ferry on the Parramatta River which took us back to the 

Circular Quay underneath the Bridge and next to the Opera House. My camera chose this 

moment to tell me the battery was flat! 
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The following day I caught the ferry to Manly Beach, and walked along the Corso looking at 

the shops on the way to the beach. Perfect! Enjoyed a Ben and Jerrie’s ice-cream cone!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

       The ferry takes you past the Opera House so you 

       get an amazing view of the city from the sea side.  

       Then I had to bid Australia a fond farewell.                 

       At this moment in time I am not going to                                          

       emigrate there, or move anywhere else for that 

       matter. I enjoy my job and would like to stay in 

       Bloem for a while! Home Sweet Home! 

 

 

 

                      JUMPING CASTLE TO HIRE           

                      

 

 

 

 

 

                             

                        EST.1906                                                 

 

        Corner of Eastburger and 

     Zastron Streets Bloemfontein. 
 
      Telephone:    051-4473082     

                                                                                   CONTACT:        

                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                            EDWIN  JACQUIRE                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                  CELL:      084 4224 156  

                                 

http://www.zazzle.com/custom_bounce_house_birthday_5x7_invitation-161699822202986196
http://www.hgrinterbutchery.co.za/

