
     

        January and February and March and April 2015 Edition 

 

     The Cathedral Church of Saint Andrew & Saint Michael – Bloemfontein 

 

                            

Why is „ LENT ‟  forty days? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

      JESUS     -  fasted forty days 
           in         

         the wilderness 
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Sorry for the delay.  
 I was half resting and half babysitting the grandchildren, Tayla and Samuel in Gonubie 

and got back in the middle of January, and since then things have been hectic at work, blah, 

blah, blah.  Have now caught up and have been able to get into my normal routine – so here we 

start already at Lent and near to Easter. 

The Cathedral Visitor is published every two months by:                                                                                                                                                   
The Cathedral Church of Saint Andrew & Saint Michael, Bloemfontein. 

          Editor & type setting:    Cheryl Schroeter 

 Pictures:    Cheryl Schroeter 

          Sub-Editor-(checking spelling and grammar):  Sandy Botha 

          Photo copying and collating:   Cheryl and Basil   

                              Contributors: Thank you to all of you who contribute to all the                                                               

 information in the book.  

And to all our Advertisers, we appreciate your donation. 

     If anyone would like to advertise in the magazine, please contact the office.   

If anyone would like to give donations towards the colour printing of the Cathedral Visitor we 

would be very grateful. Please contact the office. 

 

Anything you would like to add send to 

cheryl.schroeter@gmail.com or info@bloemcathedral.co.za 

or just hand in at the Parish Office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cheryl.schroeter@gmail.com
mailto:info@bloemcathedral.co.za
http://www.google.co.za/url?url=http://www.crossfitlazarus.com/oops-sorry-for-the-delay/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=mU3sVK-QJYP1UtXhg7gB&ved=0CBkQ9QEwAjgU&usg=AFQjCNGZbT1p-NJjscXrdMa3s7i6vLYR9Q
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Dear friends in Christ,  

Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent and occurs forty days before Easter. 

It falls on a different date each year because it is dependent on the date of Easter. Ash 

Wednesday can occur as early as 4 February or as late as 10 March. In 2015 Ash Wednesday 

fell on 18 February. Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lenten season. 

The symbol of Ash Wednesday 

is the signing of a cross on the fore-head 

using the ashes made out of the previous year‘s palm crosses. 

The Liturgical colour is purple. 

 

Let me highlight fasting and the origins of Ash Wednesday. The earliest preparation for Easter 

did not include a long Lenten fast.  Around mid-second century when the annual celebration of 

Christ‘s death and resurrection was introduced there was only a solemn forty hour fast which 

was directed entirely to participating in the Paschal sacraments. At this time fasting was 

understood to be a “sacrament” – that is a physical tangible hunger and self-emptying 

reminding those early Christians that their hunger was truly for Christ and it could only be 

satisfied by Him. The penance intensified their longing for the presence of the bridegroom and 

the fasting that would come with the celebration of Baptism and the Eucharist. Through these 

sacraments the Lord established his abiding presence in the Church. 

 

 As time went on the period of fasting before the celebration of the Easter mysteries was 

extended. First in the fourth century to a forty day period,  but not forty fast days since fasting 

was never permitted on a Sunday, the day when we celebrate Jesus‘ resurrection. By the sixth 

century the value of fasting as ascetic practice in itself became important and by around the 

eighth century Lent was extended to begin before the first Sunday of Lent so that there would 

be forty days. Hence the origin of Ash Wednesday. 

 

 Ash Wednesday is a day on which to take seriously the reality of our utter 

dependence on God a day on which to remember how lost we are when we rely upon our 

own merit and virtue – how quickly things turn to dust and ashes in our own hands without 

the grace of God sustaining and leading us. On this day we need to pray for a deepened sense  

of God‟s grace throughout the days of Lent ahead, so we can come to know more clearly 

and dearly the sustaining love of God. Without it we are already dust to which we shall 

return, but not yet for God‘s sake. 

 

 We are reminded by the creative power of God that we are mortal beings and that only 

God is immortal. I recommend that we observe Lent as a period of fasting and of soul-

searching about areas in our lives where there has been the absence of “Christlikeness” in 

our lives so that we can celebrate Easter with Great joy. 

 

         May God bless you all.  

 

  

  Dean Lazarus Mohapi 
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...and so, we mindfully continue this journey as Ash Wednesday                            
marks the beginning of Lent today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    — with Deon Lombard and the Saint Andrews boys. 

 

 
           

 

                                                                                  Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from 

        the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the 

        desert, where for forty days he was tempted 

        by the devil. He ate nothing during those 

        days,  and at the end of them he was 

        hungry. 

 

 

The devil said to him, ―If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.‖ Jesus 

answered, “It is written: „Man does not live on bread alone.‟” 

 

The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the 

world. And he said to him, ―I will give you all their authority and splendor, for it has 

been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. So if you worship me, it will all be 

yours.‖ Jesus answered, “It is written: „Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.‟” 

 

The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. ―If you are 

the Son of God,‖ he said, ―throw yourself down from here. For it is written: ―‗He will command 

his angels concerning you to guard you carefully; they will lift you up in their hands, so that 

you will not strike your foot against a stone.‘‖ Jesus answered, “It says: „Do not put the Lord 

your God to the test.‟” When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an 

opportune time. (Luke 4:1-13) 

https://www.facebook.com/deon.lombard1
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=910169399035258&set=a.454666201252249.129794.100001266196638&type=1
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ORDER OF SIMON OF CYRENE 

WHEREAS by resolution of Provincial Synod in the year of our Lord 1960 the Order of Simon 

of Cyrene was authorized for Distinguished Lay service to the Church of the Province of 

Southern Africa.  

AND WHERAS the name of our well-beloved in Christ,   

CLIVE REDVERS HOUSEHAM 
has been presented to us by Citation for such recognition. 

WE, THABO CECIL MAKGOBA by Divine Providence Archbishop of Cape Town and 

Metropolitan of the Anglican Church of Southern Africa do by these presents confer the 

aforesaid honour upon him on the following grounds: 

One of the best ways of describing the heart of the gentle, humble but strong visionary leader 

Clive Househam is to be found in the experience of the mystic Mechthild of Magdeburg who 

wrote, ―The day of my spiritual awakening was the day I saw – I knew I saw – all things in God 

and God in all things.‖ A reverence for God, his people and his creation forms the foundation of 

the life and work of this gifted architect. 

A longing to see the beauty of the Lord‘s temples created and restored is something Clive 

Househam shares with the like of Sophie Gray, Herbert Baker and others. He has been 

passionate in everything he has done, willing to give freely of himself for the building up of the 

Kingdom. His work has taken great courage, since the work of the Lord is not without its 

opposition – as the prophet Nehemiah discovered in rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem. Like 

Nehemiah, Clive insisted on the finest of materials and the best standards of workmanship, only 

the best being good enough for God. He brought his care for detail and attention to perfection to 

all projects, from the greatest – such as the restoration of Modderpoort – to the least, seen in his 

dedication to restoring a tiny chapel at Zoutpan. 

On church bodies, Diocesan, Provincial and local, Clive Househam has shared his gifts of 

imagination vision, insight and expertise. And in his life of faith as a pilgrim and a disciple of 

Jesus, he has been a fine example, seeking God earnestly and living out a life of holiness with 

his family and as a member of the Cathedral family in Bloemfontein. 

And we do grant unto him the rights and privileges of wearing the insignia of the Order upon 

such authorized Diocesan and Provincial occasions as are determined within this Diocese or by 

the Metropolitan in consultation with the Bishops of the Province. 

 

Given under our hand and seal on this fourth day of October in the year of our Lord Two 

Thousand and Fourteen in the Thirteenth year of our Consecration and of our 

Translation the Seventh.     

 

 

 

Anglican Church  

          Of 

Southern Africa    

 

Letters of Appointment  

Order of Simon of Cyrene 

 

            seal 

 

And signed by  +Thabo Cape Town. 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10153155443219276&set=gm.777527428990900&type=1
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MARCH 2015 CALENDAR  
                                                                                                            

    Week 1       Week 2       Week 3       Week 4       Week 5 

S
u

n
d

a
y

 

1 SECOND 
SUNDAY IN 

LENT 

07h30 – Holy 

Eucharist 

09h00 – Sung 

Eucharist 

 

8 THIRD 

SUNDAY IN 

LENT 

07h30 – Holy 

Eucharist 

09h00 – Sung 

Eucharist 

 

15 FOURTH 

SUNDAY IN 

LENT –

Mothering 

Sunday 

07h30 – Holy 

Eucharist 

PARISH 

BREAKFAST 

09h00 – Sung 

Eucharist 

22 FIFTH 

SUNDAY IN 

LENT 

07h30 – Holy 

Eucharist 

09h00 – Sung 

Eucharist 
 

29 PALM 

SUNDAY: THE 

SUNDAY OF 

THE PASSION 

07h30 – Holy 

Eucharist 

09h00 – Sung 

Eucharist 

Bopanang 

M
o
n

d
a
y

 2 Chad 

17h30 - Holy 

Eucharist  

9 Maqhamusela 

Khanyile of 

Zululand 

17h30 - Holy 

Eucharist 

16  
17h30 - Holy 

Eucharist 

23  
17h30 – Holy  

Eucharist 

30 Monday in 

Holy Week 

17h30 - Holy 

Eucharist 

T
u

es
d

a
y

 

3 John & 

Charles Wesley 

08h00 - Holy  

Eucharist 

08h30 – Staff   

meeting 

09h30 – Knit & 

Knatter at Siesta 

10  
08h00 - Holy  

Eucharist 

08h30 – Staff   

meeting 

09h30 – Knit & 

Knatter  at Siesta 

15h30 – Bible 

Study – 15 

Dickie Clarke 

Street 

17 Patrick 

08h00 – Holy  

Eucharist 

08h30- Staff  

meeting 

09h30 – Knit & 

Knatter at Siesta 

24  
08h00 -  Holy  

Eucharist 

08h30 – Staff   

meeting 

09h30 – Knit & 

Knatter  at Siesta 

15h30 – Bible 

Study – 15 

Dickie Clarke 

Street 

17h30 – Council 

meeting 

31 Tuesday in 

Holy Week 

08h00 – Holy  

Eucharist 

08h30- Staff  

meeting 

09h30 – Knit & 

Knatter at Siesta 

W
ed

n
es

d
a
y

 

4  
08h00 – Holy  

Eucharist 

18h00 – Lent 

Course 

11  
08h00 – Holy  

Eucharist 

18h00 – Lent 

Course 

18 Cyril of 

Jerusalem 

08h00 - Holy  

Eucharist  

18h00 – Lent 

Course 

25 THE 

ANNUNCIATION 

TO THE 

BLESSED VIRGIN 

MARY 
08h00 – Holy  

Eucharist 

18h00 – Lent 

Course 

 

 

T
h

u
rs

d
a

y
 

5 

09h30 - Holy 

Eucharist 

18h00 – AWF 

12 Gregory the 

Great 

09h30 - Holy 

Eucharist 

19 Thomas Ken 

09h30 - Holy 

Eucharist 

17h30 - EXCO 

26  
09h30 - Holy 

Eucharist 

 

F
ri

d
a
y

 6  
08h00 - Holy  

Eucharist 

13  
08h00 - Holy  

Eucharist  

20 Cuthbert 
08h00 - Holy  

Eucharist  

27 
08h00 - Holy  

Eucharist 

 

S
a
tu

rd
a
y

 7 Perpetua 
08h00 – Holy 

Eucharist 

14  
08h00 - Holy  

Eucharist  

21 Thomas 

Cranmer – 

Public Holiday 

08h00 – NO 

SERVICE  

28 
08h00 - Holy 

Eucharist 
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  The name Mothering Sunday stems from the practice where servants on large estates                              

 were allowed to visit their homes (and, presumably, their mothers)   

 on the fourth Sunday of Lent, taking with them gifts of simnel cake.  
 It was also the practice in the English church for people to attend services                                             

 at their Diocesan Cathedral, the mother church of the diocese. 
 

       If you want to make a simnel cake,                                                       
       try this recipe, which dates from 1768: 

 

       Ingredients:      
              
           ¼ cup of butter; ½ cup plus 4 teaspoons of sugar; 
              2 eggs; a pinch of salt; ½ teaspoon of vanilla extract; 
           1 cup of flour; 1-½  cups of currants; ¼ cup of  
            candied peel; ½ cup of icing sugar; hot water. 
 

 Method: Cream butter and sugar together.  
 Add eggs, one at a time, and beat each egg into creamed bitter/sugar                              
 until thoroughly blended.  
 Add salt, vanilla extract, flour, currants, and candied peel and combine well.  
 Pour batter into greased and floured 8-inch cake pan and bake at 350 degrees 
 Fahrenheit for about 25 minutes or until a knife inserted in the centre of the cake        
 comes out clean.  
 Combine icing sugar with enough hot water to make a thin glaze and pour it over                 
 the cake while it is still hot.                                                                                                                                            
               

                This recipe is dedicated to all mothers on Sunday, the 15
th

 March.                 

      Have a good one! 
 

       Memories of Mothering Sunday 

 

                                       As a little girl going to church with my dear                                                                                                                     

                             mum and dad (Delysia and Sigi Hoehne ) and                                                                                                                 

     my  brother (Martin) - walking into the Cathedral                                                                                              

and the aroma of rosemary (that was lying in wait to be blessed by                                                                                               

the Dean) permeated the air.  Then the smells of Rosemary and                                                        

Frankincense would just fill the Cathedral after the blessing.                                                                                                                   
That special feeling I felt when the blessing had taken place, and                                                                                           

couldn't wait for the wardens to hand them out so I could get one                                                                            

for my special mommy.....  and then mum would take an extra few                                                                     

sprigs to hand out to those dear old ladies who couldn't get to Church                                                               

or didn't have someone to give them a sprig of blessed Rosemary,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

beautifully tied with a ribbon and a little note or blessing on it. 

 

Mothering Sunday is a special day for all ladies..... The beautiful childhood memory will 

always be with me...... As I have grown older that day has become even more special..... I 

would love this tradition to carry on and not be lost..... 

 

 

Editor:  This year Scilla will be doing those special Rosemary sprigs together with her mom 

and others.  

http://stjohnscathedral.ca/2011/03/28/a-is-for-anglican-mothering-sunday/simnelcake_792_16x9-2/
http://images.esellerpro.com/3274/I/509/3/lrgscale5093_1.JPG
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In the previous magazine you might remember that I wrote that the stained glass windows have 

been restored and put back in their rightful place. They look amazing! A small plaque will be 

put up just below the windows saying thank you to our generous donor. 

  

 

 

 

 

          Nicol and Martina Viljoen‟s daughter, Elizabeth,                                                                                                                                            
 is to be married on 21

st
 March in the Cathedral                                                                                                                                    

   to Jacques Maritz. 

 

          

         Gareth Roberts,                                                                

       only son of Gerald and Karen Roberts,                                                                              

        married Danielle Frylinck    

        in Genesor near Vryburg                                                                                   

        on 13
th

 December last year.         

         Congratulations! 

 

On 12 November 1918,                                                                                                                                       

Sister Joan was born in                                                                                                                                                               

Germiston. She recently turned                                                                                                                  

96 years young, and celebrated                                                                                                                                                    

(on 16
th

 December 2014) her                                                                                                                                      

diamond jubilee of her profession                                                                                                                                              

as a sister of the Community of                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

St Michael and All Angels                                                                                                                           

(CSM & AA). Their work                                                                                                                                     

stretched as far as Kimberley,  Harrismith and Lesotho. She is today the  only living member 

of the Community and she lives at the Frail Care of Serenitas.  At the age of 26, having 

already felt a calling to the Sisterhood, she became involved in the building of St Michael‘s 

School (where the Sand du Plessis Theatre now stands). She says that the largest part of her life 

(66years) was spent at St Michael‘s. The CSM & AA was started by Bishop Alan Becher 

https://za.linkedin.com/reg/join-pprofile?_ed=0_0dpSzn-5ElkAYW7bjGuTU5HofbVm2Y-mf9zhkbvzZaNbiwtJToRPNU02kZqcLUUodk2ZxJmqhXZXqAgXNOORL8&trk=pprof-0-ts-view_full-0
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10153102713996908&set=a.469375121907.276283.745081907&type=1&source=11
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Webb, the second Anglican Bishop of Bloemfontein, and in 1950 there were about 40 Sisters 

living in the Community. One that I particularly remember was Sr Constance, who used to live 

at Leribe, Basutoland, where I grew up. She used to say I was her youngest Sunday School 

pupil as, at the age of 2years, I began Sunday School attached to St Saviour‘s Anglican Church 

in Leribe. Then when I came to Eunice in 1960, Sr Constance was a lay worker at the 

Cathedral, and we renewed our relationship, until her death in the early ‗90‘s.  

Gertie van der Sijde, widow of Archdeacon Fr William van der Sijde,                                                              

now lives in the Frail Care of Siesta.                                                                                                             

She will celebrate her 100
th

 birthday on 14
th
 May 2015, so be ready!!   

                                                                                                                                                                       

  Dot Thompson also of Siesta                                                                                                                                           

  will celebrate her 93
rd

 birthday                                                                                                                                               

  on 7
th

 May 2015.   

 

In the beginning of November 2014 the ATM near Marlene and Mettry Hamaty‟s shop was 

blown open in a robbery. There was quite a bit of damage.  

Erica Ishiwu, one of the servers,                                                                                                                        

was mugged after the service on 7
th
 December.                                                                                        

The robbers got away with her handbag and Bible.                                                                                                         

She won‘t carry anything to church any more.                                                                                         

You might remember that day: we thought that the                                                                                                      

Cathedral was going to burn down! There had been                                                                                                      

a problem with the blowtorch used to ignite the                                                                                                                              

charcoal in the thurible (incense), but thanks to the                                                                                     

speedy and efficient help of Tlagu Molokoane, the fire was soon put out.                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Derek Ochse is still battling to walk,                                                                                                             

but we hope that he will soon be more mobile.                                                                                                    

His wife, Anne, was also hospitalized recently,                                                                                                                          

but all is well. 

 

   Arnold Mogodi is so much better                                                                                                                         

   so as to resume his lay minister‘s duties!                                                                                                       

   Thank you for prayers answered!                                                                                                                              

   Now Esme, his wife has had surgery to a knee but is also on the mend. 

STOP PRESS: Have just heard she has to have another op on the same knee on 15
th
 April. What 

is it with these people that live in hospitals?                                                      

   Daphne van der Merwe and Wolf Helmes                                                                                                                       

   have had cataract operations on both eyes.  

                  Both can see so much better now!  

http://www.google.co.za/url?url=http://www.clipartbest.com/clipart-McLngyEca&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=W5n4VLqNMMOvUaL3g-gL&ved=0CBsQ9QEwAzgo&usg=AFQjCNEBpQRzsnbrUdEtwo22JGvS619TZA
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Mpho and Mary Mokoena‟s daughter, Rethabile, went overseas last year with the Eunice 

High School Choir. They took part in an international choir event and Eunice‘s choir was voted 

the best choir in the Advent and Christmas Music Festival in Bratislava. They beat entrants 

from Ireland, Russia, Poland, the UK and the Czech Republic! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rethabile is very versatile as she also obtained seven distinctions in the Matric exams! She will 

study further at Wits: BSc Biological Sciences. Good luck! Before she left for Wits she helped 

out the choir here at the Cathedral too. 

Another studious one in the congregation that you might not know about is Fanie Mokoena. 

He has been promoted to the Commander of the Anti-corruption Unit of the SAPS. He is 

studying LLB and Political Science.   

Jeneen Grimsley won a special prize                                                                                                                            

of a trip for two to the Seychelles!                                                                                                                                                                          

She took mom, Elrita, and the two of them                                                                                                                    

had a wonderful time there.  

 

                              

      Keith and Liz Soderlund                                                                                            

      have also been on a boat trip! 

  

In October 2014 Carol Keep went to Durban                                                                                                              

to celebrate the 50
th

 anniversary of her Matric                                                                                                                       

year at Durban Girls‘ High School. Of a class                                                                                                                    

of 106, 52 ‗older ladies‘ attended.                                                                                                                             

They enjoyed a lunch at the Gillitt‘s Country                                                                                                                                     

Club and shared many memories!  The lady                                                                                                                            

on the left of Carol always sat behind her in                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

class! 
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 Two parishioners passed away since the last magazine:                                                                                                         

the first being Shirley Richardson: She died on 26
th
 November                                                                    

2014 and her funeral took place from the Cathedral on                                                                                       

5
th

 December. Her husband Brian, died 32 years before her,                                                                             

but in his lifetime he was head server here at the Cathedral.                                                                         

Their children, Ethney, David, Vivian, Andrew, Peter-John                                                                                       

and Shirley (twins) and Ziona all followed in his footsteps by                                                                          

being servers as well as joining the choir and helping mom                                                                                                                                                                                

make millions of pancakes each year at the Bazaar!                                                                                                                 

Shirley had been an active member of the AWF and Mother‘s                                                                           

Union. She used to work in her mother‘s jewellery shop,                                                                          

Watson‘s Jewellers.  

    Secondly and more recently:  

   Teboho James Masooa passed on 8
th

 February 2015 after a long battle with 

   cancer. He is survived by his wife, Mapule, and his daughter Nthabiseng 

   Masooa-Motsumi and her children Palesa and KG. He was an athlete of note 

   and had taken part in many marathons stopping only last year when he fell 

   ill. He was a reader at the Cathedral and because he couldn‘t read the fine 

   print in the Bible, he used to come to me in the office and ask that I enlarge 

   the text on the photocopier, so that he could read with ease! He had a deep 

   voice and always sat in the front pew to listen to the organist as he played 

   the final music as everyone left the Cathedral.  

Also, Loretta Visser lost her sister Edna van Rensburg on 10
th

 December and Pam de Vries‘ 

brother died suddenly.  Bishop Dintoe‟s sister Mrs Malebo died recently as well. To everyone 

who has lost a loved one recently, our sympathy and love.  

Di Koning has been in and out of hospital, 

and Richard Morris has had a new pacemaker inserted.  

           On a lighter note: many of you would have noticed the                                                                                          

        beautiful table in the foyer of the hall:                                                                                                                          

          did you know that it originally came from Bishop‘s House                                                                                 

                          and Bishop Tom Stanage                                                                                    

          had sent it to the Cathedral to be used here.   

 

    Congratulations to Pieter Muller! 

    Basil and Cheryl are busy bragging again!                                                     

    Their son-in-law represented Border at the Nationals   

    Angling, he came 2nd overall, and received a silver medal.                                     

    He also made the SA team.                                                                                                 

    We are all very proud of him!  
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  FR. ALBERT ARKO-COBBAH AT HIS FAREWELL on 18th Jan 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

f.l.t.r: Fr Albert, his grandson Graeme whose birthday it was, his wife Sarah and son Roger. 

We at the Cathedral will miss Fr Albert terribly, but grant him a peaceful retirement 

especially to rest his back. He always sings hymns – everywhere he goes one can hear him 

coming a long way away! Fr Albert had a special ministry with Sr Joan, Gertie van der 

Sijde and Paddy Meyer. The Cathedral presented him with a monetary gift.   

       Our nearest neighbouring Anglican Church,                               

                St Margaret‘s, has a new Rector.                                                                 

       He is Fr Kgosi (Elliot) and Sandy Hendricks 
       who come from Mpumalanga. Welcome to the 

       Free State!  

      Here they are seen with Zanele Letloenyane                            

      (Bishop Dintoe‘s wife) on the right. 

 

 

   HOT OFF THE PRESS! Neo Mogodi has been chosen to represent the                                       

     Free State at Nationals tennis soon!                                                                                 

     She is the daughter of Arnold and Esme Mogodi.  

       The Spy who gets all this information is                                                                                                                

           Sandy Botha ( Parish Secretary )                                                                                                          
        – Please everyone if you don‘t want to                                                                                                                

       send e-mails to me – in passing give her  

                                   all your little goings on.      

 

 

…….and I have some news on her, she is going                                                                                           

to visit her daughter Michelle and son-in-law                                                                                   

Ashley in Brisbane, Queensland, Australia for a                                                                               

whole month on 13
th

 April.  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Brisbane-Queensland-Australia/102146663160831?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10200157433295521&set=pcb.10200157437335622&type=1
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The Cathedral will always have a very special place in my heart. 

I spent my entire youth in the Cathedral. Was in the Youth                                                                          

Group and was also a Sunday School Teacher. I was a Server                                                                                                                         

with my Dad Brian Richardson, we would also trim the                                                                           

candles on a Saturday. Every now and then I would sing in the                                                                                                                                       

Choir with my Mom, Shirley Richardson. Both Mom & Dad                                                                                                    

have a special place in the Garden of Remembrance at the                                                            

Cathedral. Dad passed away on 5 June 1982 and Mom passed                                                                            

away on 26 November 2014. Father Albert attended to Mom's                                                                                    

Memorial Service and Father Lazarus attended to the                                                                                   

Internment of Mom's Ashes on 07 February 2015.                                                                                                      

      Ethney Richardson Kriel                                                                                                                                       

Thank-you so much for accepting me.              (on our facebook page. )                      
             Editor   

 

                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                        

       God-Given Experience… 

     When I was granted the task of being Eunice‘s Choir Head-girl                    

     I thought that that would have been one of the greatest  

     highlights of my 2014, however that notion was soon erased 

     when we were blessed with the opportunity to compete on an 

     international level. On the 30
th

 of November 2014, the Eunice 

     Vitae Cantamus Choir departed for a two week tour to 

Eastern Europe. We competed in the Advent and Christmas Music Festival in Bratislava, 

Slovakia. We received 5 awards, where our highest percentage for a category was 99% 

(the highest percentage ever given in this competition) and also included the Grand Prix 

award for the best choir of the festival. We later competed in the 15
th

 Annual International 

Competition of Advent and Christmas Music in Prague, Czech Republic. We received a Gold 

for our category.  

 

Other than singing, we had the chance to visit historical sights and spend time in the beautiful 

markets which were in every city we visited. Besides touring Slovakia and the Czech Republic, 

we also went to Austria and Hungary. 

 

For a choir whose name means that Eunice lives to sing, spending two weeks touring and 

sharing our musical talents with world was an astounding honour. Eunice Vitae Cantamus 

Choir has the following motto: Every time you sing, aim to touch someone‘s heart, and that is 

what we left Europe with. Leading such a beautiful group of girls was an amazing way to serve 

and I wouldn‘t have been able to do it without Relebohile Phutsisi, who was my right hand and 

much more.                                                                                                                                                                   

      That tour was a Divine experience!                                                                                                    

        Rethabile Mokoena 

https://www.facebook.com/ethney.kriel?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10205224620071656&set=gm.787170808026562&type=1
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Choral Evensong 

The Odeion Choir sings Choral Evensong in Bloemfontein Cathedral on Sunday 

afternoons during term. Cathedral parishioners are encouraged to attend these services, which 

begin at 4pm, and last about an hour. Choral Evensong (the Office of Evening Prayer, with 

many portions set to music) is a distinctly Anglican service; in addition to readings from 

scripture, thanksgivings and intercessory prayers, much of the world‘s great choral music was 

written for this service, from its origins in the sixteenth century until the present day.  As all 

Anglican priests are all required (and the laity encouraged) to say the Office of Evening Prayer 

daily, Choral Evensong, then, is not merely a feast of great music, but a celebration of the 

Anglican way of life.        

Choral singing & the Anglican tradition                                                                                                             

„He who sings, prays twice‟                                                                                                                         

St Augustine of Hippo, African Bishop) 

‗The exercise of singing is delightful to Nature, & good to preserve the health of Man.                                           

It doth strengthen all parts of the brest, & doth open the pipes.                                                                                                   

The better the voyce is, the meeter it is to honour and serve God there-with.‘                                                                                         

(William Byrd, an early Anglican composer) 

South Africa is a country of choirs, and the Odeion Choir (the academic choir attached to the 

Odeion School of Music, at the University of the Free State), joins several other local 

institutions that seek to continually professionalise the craft; this is achieved by developing the 

skills of singers and future conductors, which will filter through to chamber choirs, church 

choirs and community choirs in succeeding generations. Choral conductors proficient in 

musical skills will best preserve the great heritage of South African traditional choral music by 

notating and recording current practices, and building upon this tradition by imparting musical 

literacy to their choir members.  

So why support the English choral tradition?  The Anglican Church boasts arguably the 

finest ecclesiastical choral tradition in the modern world; certainly many fine musicians began 

their training as child choristers, or undergraduate choral scholars, in magnificent buildings 

such as our own cathedral. Such musicians include opera singers and vocal recitalists, film and 

concert composers, choral directors, instrumentalists, pop singers and folk and traditional 

musicians. In addition, many former choral singers have gone on to other careers, but speak 

glowingly of the valuable lessons learned as a member of a liturgical choir in their youth. 

Alistair Cook, the England cricket captain was a chorister of St Paul‘s Cathedral in London, and 

the comedian Rowan Atkinson (‗Mr Bean‘) attended Durham Cathedral School. You may also 

recognise the names of Simon Le Bon (of Duran Duran) and the actor Dudley Moore, who was 

an accomplished Anglican organist. 

Choral singing teaches young people discipline, reliability, punctuality, professionalism, 

camaraderie and maturity, much in the way that being part of a football or rugby team 

does. Taking the sporting metaphor further, training in the performance arts also develops skills 

of cerebral co-ordination, left-right brain development, better reaction time, and imparts the 

importance of a healthy lifestyle and sense of competition. All of this is quite apart from the 

intellectual and visceral stimulation of performing some of the greatest music ever written, with 

understanding of its context and significance, in a building designed for the very purpose. 

http://www.google.co.za/url?url=http://www.7-star-admiral.com/0412_Genesis_part_12.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=nsj5VLWBO4vU7AbZmoGoBw&ved=0CBUQ9QEwAA&usg=AFQjCNF_HmeDvf6BwSy0r-nMaTfjE2fdjQ
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Liturgical music is quite different from concert music in that the goal is not the glory of the 

performer, but professes a higher purpose. Like the best spiritual creations, the practice of 

liturgical music is a combination of sacred and profane, intellect and physicality, contemplation 

and exhilaration, education and instinct, years of experience and youthful abandon, individual 

and community, culture and progress. 

What is Choral Evensong?   Evening Prayer is the principal Anglican evening service, born in 

the Protestant Reformation of the 16
th
 century, and designed to replace the medieval services of 

Vespers and Compline. Choral Evensong is the practice of singing Evening Prayer to elaborate 

music. The service consists of two scripture readings and intercessory prayers, framed by 

musical settings of the evening canticles (the Song of Mary and the Song of Simeon), the 

responses, and the appointed psalm (sung to Anglican chant). An anthem, taking some aspect of 

the readings or the liturgical season as a whole, is usually sung before the prayers, and an introit 

is sung before the service on Sundays. 

Does it take the place of the Holy Communion?  Evensong does not take the place of the 

Communion service; instead, the two services are complementary. The Office of Holy 

Communion offers the sacrament of the Body & Blood of Christ to the faithful, while Morning 

& Evening Prayer are non-sacramental; rather, they educate and form us in a framework of 

prayer, scripture readings, intercessions, psalmody and praise, wherein the Word of God is 

central. To non-Anglicans (or persons of different faiths, or of none), Choral Evensong is a 

‗way in‘, a non-threatening introduction to Anglicanism. It is a distillation of the best traditions 

of reformed theology; inviting, inclusive, meditative and restrained. Many are attracted chiefly 

by the choral singing and organ voluntary, which lead the listener into a state of contemplation. 

It sounds like a concert, not a service!   Much of the service is sung by the choir alone, and 

there is limited opportunity for congregational participation, but Choral Evensong is a service, 

not a ‗liturgical concert‘. The nature of the service is informed by the words, which are 

designed almost as a conversation between God and the individual; the congregation worships 

by responding to the beauty of the music in joyous and serene contemplation.  

What can I expect, having never been to such a service?  Anglicans schooled in the High 

Church tradition of the Eucharist, and new to Choral Evensong, may be surprised by the 

absence of outward ritual, such as elaborate vestments, bells and incense (regular staples of the 

Holy Communion service at Bloemfontein Cathedral). The service is relatively brief, at less 

than an hour, and there is no sermon. The language used comes from the 1662 Book of 

Common Prayer – ancient, dignified and elegant; you will find that the authors (Archbishop 

Thomas Cranmer and his successors) were more than equal to Shakespeare. Most of the music 

is sung in English, but the canticles and anthem are occasionally set in other languages, such as 

Latin or German. 

     

       Written by: 

                           Lance Phillip, 

      March 2015 
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   WHO IS LANCE PHILLIP ??? 

        Lance Phillip was born in Durban in 1973.                                

           From 1983 – 1986 he received his earliest musical   

           training as a chorister at the St Thomas Choir School 

in New York, under Dr Gerre Hancock. Here he also was privileged to work with such 

renowned guest musicians as Placido Domingo & Lorin Maazel. He read Music at the 

University of Pretoria, and graduated BMus (Composition) in 1995, under Henk Temmingh. In 

the same year he formed the Ars Nova Consort, a Pretoria-based choir. Phillip is active as a 

tenor and conductor, and was Assistant Director of Music at Christ Church, Arcadia, 

under George King, from 1997 – 2009. He was also a member is Richard Cock‘s Chanticleer 

Singers (2003 – 2009), and runs ENSEMBLE 4BOURDON, an ad hoc vocal ensemble. In 2000 

Phillip was engaged as a teacher at St Alban‘s College, Pretoria, and was appointed Head of 

Subject and Head of Singing there in 2005. He was simultaneously a Piano Teacher at St 

Mary‘s DSG from 1997 – 2008. Just before leaving Pretoria, he agreed to serve as Director of 

Music during an interregnum at St Alban‘s College. In September 2009 Phillip accepted a 

post as Junior Lecturer at the University of the Free State, where he currently teaches 

Composition, Choral Studies & Music History. He also directs the departmental academic 

choral ensemble, the Odeion Choir. 

 

   WHO IS CONNIE MOCUMIE ??? 

   – AND WHAT DOES SHE SAY ABOUT EDUCATION: 

 

    The Importance of Education:  I come from an area called Warrenton 

in the NC where 80 percent of the population is unemployed. We attended school in mud 

schools and had to leave Warrenton to attend high school in the NW. The first and only high 

school in the township was opened in 1983.Those that remained behind not out of choice but 

because they could not afford to leave still bear the brunt of poverty. Yet a number of us 

emerged from such a community to be who we are today. I hold a BJuris,LLB and Masters 

Degree in Law. 

I rose through the ranks of the justice system as a prosecutor, a magistrate, a lecturer and now a 

Judge of the High Court in the Free State. I am mentioning my qualifications conscious that 

there are many seated amongst us who have the same qualifications and others far above mine: 

Those who have Doctorates or Phd's. The point I am making is that none of us found the path 

easy but we learnt later in our lives that it‘s hard work, commitment, dedication and the love of 

education that helped us make it to where we are today. But importantly that your (poor/under 

resourced / disadvantaged) background should not determine your future and destination in life. 

The advantages of education are immeasurable. Some you know and you have made them your 

own beacons of success and a bright future i.e. hard work, commitment , discipline and the 

drive to become the best. As I age and become wiser I have come to realize that the most 

underrated importance and value of education is one that speaks to the collective i.e. to be 

educated means to be able to go back home to teach your family and community about the 

importance of education on what some people take to be simple things in life: To take your 

mother's hand and take her to the Master's office to change your deceased father's estate into her 

names or to Home Affairs to update her marriage certificate which is clearly wrong as the bank 

has realized when her husband passed away, guide your neighbor on how to apply for 

maintenance or foster care for children she cannot feed, tell your parent how to get out of an 

abusive relationship so that its effects should not affect you later in life, tell your friend and 
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importantly yourself how never to be what the world dictates who you should be, but only the 

best that you want to be. There are many opportunities as we'll hear later. However our most 

critical challenge we observe at the beginning of every year on different tertiary campuses is 

how and when to access to those opportunities. 

This is the beginning of an exciting period in our church as the church undertakes and commits 

itself to changing society and importantly focusing on education for the sake of our children 

now and the future generations. Our Dean has called upon us to hold his hand; to join hands 

with him on this unchartered path. As graduates of the Anglican church: starting in our 

Cathedral, we pledge to invest all we have in you: our time , our knowledge and our skills; to 

guide and mentor you at no cost to your parents or government for that matter so that you reach 

your full potential because as one author Ipeleng Tlhankana in her book in the Midst of 

Noise: quotes: "sharing life and all the prestige and the privileges makes life worth living. 

Share what you have so that you may be increased." As this is the first time, in consultation 

with you, with your inputs, we will develop and improve this initiative each year to address 

your concerns & steady you along this wonderful and adventurous path of education. Even 

when you falter along the way, we'll be there to guide you back on the right track.  

 

In conclusion Ms Oprah Winfrey said when she opened the Oprah Winfrey Academy in SA: 

"Education is the key to unlocking the world, a passport to freedom...                                                                    

Be thankful for what you have, you'll end up having more.                                                                                           

(Because) if you concentrate on what you don't have, you will never, ever have enough." 

 

I say in our own context : Give your educators and us the Anglican Church /St Andrews & St 

Michaels Cathedral the opportunity to make you reach your full potential and dreams & 

appreciate your God-given talent(s)more! 

To the educators: don't lose hope in any of these children in your classes, year in and year out. 

Mould them the same way you would your own children to make them who they want to be. 

Even those who are not considered as committed, hold their hands, you'll look back with pride 

decades later and see them be the epitome of your good teachings. 

To the parents: hold onto your children's dreams even when they falter. Remind them that 

without anyone to love and cherish them for who they are, they are doomed. 

 

                 God Bless you. 

 

 

                                                                                          Judge Constance Mocumie 

 

 

 

The First Sunday in February was Education Sunday: 
 

Lord God, your Son Jesus Christ sat at the feet of others to learn, 

and sat on the mountains to teach:  

bless those who teach and those who learn,  

those who seek and those who find;  

so that our homes, schools and churches 

may be filled with a longing to learn and to grow,  

to serve and to give; through Jesus Christ our Lord.     Amen  
                                                                      

https://www.facebook.com/AnglicanYouth/photos/a.10150096562119002.295077.392188669001/10152997613124002/?type=1
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….in FR DEON LOMBARD‘S sermon on Sunday 1
st
 March, he illustrated a story that is so 

true to life and which has happened to I‘m sure most of us in some form or another : ( Editor ) 

 

 A father and son set out one morning for the market. They were struggling to make ends 

meet and had decided to sell their donkey. 

 As the pair headed off down the road the son asked his father if he could ride the donkey 

one last time. Dad helped him up and off they went. Some way down the track a group passed 

by and someone was heard to mutter, “Look at that at! In my day the adult would be riding 

the donkey and the child would walk ahead.” 

On hearing this comment, the father kicked his son off the donkey and hopped onto its back 

himself.  

 No sooner had the father set off towards market, when someone along the way was 

overheard, saying,  “Look at that fat old man riding the donkey while he makes his poor 

son walk ahead.” Dad felt a guilty stab on hearing the comment and promptly hopped off the 

donkey. He sidled up beside his son and they walked on.  

 Sometime later, a man walked passed and asked, “Why have a donkey and to ride it?” 

The father stopped and considered this for a moment. Then he and his son both hopped onto the 

creature‘s back and trotted off to market. 

 As the pair neared the busy market place they were confronted by someone who scolded 

them for both sitting on the back of the hapless beast. “Have you no thought for the poor 

animal,” she asked? Eventually, the father and son hopped off the donkey‘s back.  

 They looked for a pole near the roadside. And they tied the donkey‘s hoofs to the pole 

 and carried it into market, much to the cajoling of the crowd! 

 

The point of the story is that we can please some of the people some of the time but not all 

of the people all of the time. Rather than listening to what others say we should or 

shouldn‟t do, it‟s how we walk before God that really matters. 

 

 

  

 

       Fr. Deon Lombard 
 

                with his lovely family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

The Vicar‘s wife was entertaining some small children to tea.                                                                    

Turning to one little girl she said, ‗I understand God has sent you a little brother.‘                                                                                                                                

„Yes‟, said the little girl. „And He knows where the extra money‟s coming from too.‟                                           

I heard Daddy say so.‘  



  

  

19 

For those of you that were not able to be at the MIDNIGHT MASS that was led by the  

BISHOP OF THE DIOCESE OF THE FREE STATE – here is his message laid out in points. 

We thank our OUR BISHOP DINTOE for his message and just know that ‗OUR FATHER 

GOD‘ will bless him and his family in his work that he is doing for THE LORD‘S KINGDOM.  

 

                    Diocese of the Free State 
                                   Midnight Mass: Cathedral Church: 24th December 2014 @ 23h30 

                                    Theme: ‗We Are The Agents or Ambassadors Of Christ and his Christmas‗ 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                                                

Greetings & Appreciation: 

 To the Dean & his Staff  

 To the Wardens & PCC 

 To All Leaders of different Organisations  

 To all members & people of this Parish 

 Thank you for your support to your local Church  

 Thank you also for your support to the Diocese  

Why the Midnight Service: 

 It is the Great Watch or the Watch in Expectation  

 It is the completion of the Advent journey  

 If we were using the GPS we would hear a voice saying, ‗you have arrived at your destination.‘ But we 

are not following the GPS, instead we are directed by the Christian Calendar or the Signs of Time  

 And the destination is „Unto Us A Child Is Born or  Christmas Day‟  

I have given a theme to this address and called it „We Are the Agents or Ambassadors Of Christmas‟ 

 As Agents / Ambassadors there are great expectations on us  

 We are almost like John the Baptist who heralded the coming of Christmas in Christ  

 But since Christ has come, the expectation on us is to tell about Christ and his Christmas  

 And therefore there are few things that I want us to be reminded of as some of our responsibilities with 

regards to Christ and his Christmas  

The Story of a Priest who repeated his One Sermon! 

 Maybe my sermon this night is also a repetition of many that you might have heard before  

 Which invokes the Big Question: ‗Have we done anything with the Sermon of last Christmas?‘  

 And if not, here are the few reminders  

Have we or are we telling people that Christmas belongs to Christ 

 That it is through Christ that we have the leisure and pleasure of celebrating Christmas Day  

 That we cannot claim to love Christmas and yet fail to proclaim Christ as the Lord of this Day  

 And as our DVS says; ‗we need to practice an authentic spirituality.‘  

 For us to do this we need to claim back Christmas Day from the throes of secularization  

 From the concept of commercial business transactions  

 From the concept of entrepreneurship and tender-preneurship  

 Our ambassadorship is to continue to tell all people, our families, our friends, our neighbours, our 

colleagues, the young and old, including those we may regard as strangers and foes about the One the 

prophet Isaiah called;  

 Wonderful Counsellor – Is your life in turmoil, confused, hopeless,  are you in need of 

authentic counselling – Jesus is the answer who says ‗lay your troubles on me‘  
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 Mighty God – Are you scared, frightened and in need of real protection – Jesus is the answer as 

he says ‗I am with you till the end of time‘  

 Everlasting Father – Are you feeling fatherless or parentless – We have a Father in Jesus who 

says when you talk to me say ‗Our Father who art in Heaven‘  

 Prince of Peace – Is your life riddled with squabbles, hatred, conflict – Know Jesus and know 

Peace as he is the one who says ‗My peace I give to you‘  

As Christ‟s Christmas dawns, I believe the following should be what we are called to celebrate: 

 We celebrate the Light of Christ. As said by the prophet Isaiah, ‗The people walking in 

darkness have seen the great light, on those living in the land and the shadow of death a light has 

dawned‘ Had this great Light not come, where would we be today, and what would be of us? We 

are the Easter people, the people of the day, the people of light As St Paul writes ‗For you were 

once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord, live as children of light‘ Ephesians 5:8  

 ‗Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but expose them‘ Ephesians 5:11 

These days our country finds itself under the spell of ‗load shedding,‘ and I am sure we can all 

tell how this power cut thing disrupts, frightens and threatens life.  

 In Jesus there is no experience of load shedding or power cut only unless we cut ourselves off 

from Him.  

 Celebrating the Light of Christ reminds us of Jesus‘ call for us to be the light of the world, 

Matthew 5:14  
 Like the modern day motor cars, immediately you switch on the ignition the lights come on – 

and it is not that the driver should see, but that the driver should be seen  

 A Christian‘s light should always be on as long as the heart is beating  

 We should not be seen to be celebrating Christ‘s Christmas in the ways of darkness  

 We should not be found in abusive relationships especially being the perpetrators  

 If anything we are expected to shine our lights in brightness that we expose the deeds of abuse 

against all humanity especially against women and children  

 We should not be seen in the company of those who abuse alcohol and substances, but if 

anything our lights should shine so bright that those who destroy our young people and fathers 

and mothers of our communities with alcohol and drugs are exposed  

 We should not be found to be exploiting those who serve us in our homes and in our companies 

and churches  

 We should not be found to be engaging in sordid business deals that may end up putting our 

families in the dark 

 But as the Psalmist says, our life should be about praising and glorifying God as also indicated in 

the gospel of Luke where we hear of a great company of the heavenly host appearing with the 

angels praising God saying Glory to God in the highest, and peace on earth to men on whom his 

favour rests.  

In the spirit of our DVS, we should endeavor to serve the broken world with our deeds that demonstrate 

God‟s love to our broken world 

 And also as according to St Paul‘s letter to Titus, we should not make a mockery of God‘s grace 

that brings salvation to all men. Titus 2:11  

 St Paul maintains that this grace teaches those who are in the light to say ‗No‘ to all things ungodly and to 

worldly passions. Titus 2:12  

 Christmas also calls us to celebrate a fulfilled Promise:  

 As we always say: ‗A promise you make is a promise you keep‘  

 The Promise that was given to Mary in Luke 1:25 was carried out  

 It is because of this fulfilled Promise that we rejoice at Christmas  
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 The Promise itself is Jesus himself And so at Christmas we celebrate the faithfulness of 

God as indicated in 1 Cor 1:9 ―God who has called you into fellowship with his Son 

Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful.‘ This concept of a faithful God  

 We can trust him, we can rely on him, depend on him totally and without reservation 

 The book of Deuteronomy says about his faithfulness ―Know therefore that the Lord your 

God is God, he is the faithful God. Keeping his covenant of love to a thousand 

generations of those who love him and keep his commands.‖ 

 We are therefore not only celebrating God‘s faithfulness but we are also challenged as to 

our own faithfulness to the promises that we may have made: 

 Family promise 

 Marriage vows 

 Workplace contracts 

 Friendship treaties 

 Church promises 

 We can only celebrate if we are still being faithful to these allegiances that we have 

undertaken 

 If not, then Christ‘s Christmas offers us yet another chance to revisit these promises and 

ask God to help us do better is Jesus‘ name and the power of the Holy Spirit  

 Jesus who was born in a family is able to save our families 

 Jesus the tradesman is able to save our job 

 Jesus the friend of Lazarus is able to revive our friendships 

 Jesus who attended the wedding at Cana of Galilee is able to bring back the joy and 

happiness in our marriages  

 Jesus who charged at Peter and said ―On this rock I will build my Church is able to save 

and sustain our financially cash strapped churches‖  

 Jesus‘ Christmas is invoking in all of us an introspection of all the promises we made and asks the 

question:  

 Are we being faithful to our promises?  

 Or are we the missing link to the pulling circle  

 Are we the ones who keep on dropping the baton  

 And thereby causing the malfunctioning of the whole plant  

 Our DVS calls us to work as a team in order to achieve great things  

 And St Paul urges us to synchronize our work like the one body with its many different parts  

 Jesus‟ Christmas calls us to celebrate simplicity of life:  

 When Jesus was born he was wrapped in cloths and placed in a manger  

 From birth to adulthood we see a King who lived a life of simplicity  

 Born or delivered in a crowded lower room  

 His birth announced first to the shepherds out in the veld  

 Doing a carpenter‘s trade in his adult life  

 Choosing the somehow hated or despised people as his disciples  

 Announcing his arrival in Jerusalem riding on a donkey  

 Not defending himself when treated as a criminal  

 And eventually dying like a criminal  

 As alluded to earlier, don‘t we think that Christmas calls all Christians to celebrate the ‗way the 

truth and the life of Jesus‘  

 It is true that we are talking of events  of more than 2000 years ago when we did not speak of  

 Modern technology  

 Designer clothing  

 Fast cars and motorbikes  

 Simplicity of life does not necessarily mean living in rags or becoming a beggar  

 But it may mean keeping to the moderate level  

 Yes some may ask ‗how moderate is moderate?‘  

 Moderate is when we do not go over the top  
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 Christmas time is one season that most people do go over the top with their buying  

 Christmas time is the season when the poor are nakedly exposed of their social standing  

 Because of what they are unable to afford to buy  

 As Christians we should adhere to St Paul‘s call in Galatians which says we should carry each 

other‘s burdens. Chp 6:2  

 Unfortunately some people think that wealth and riches give a social standing to a person  

 Something which might lead many in getting themselves into huge debts and eventually losing 

the manageable little that they had before  

 I think all Christians should subscribe to the saying which says ‘the only status for a Christian is 

nearness to Christ’  

 Lastly Christmas calls for Christians to celebrate our release from the bondage of fear and enjoy the 

good news of great joy:  

 The angel said to them ―Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all 

the people. Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you, he is Christ the Lord.‘ 

Luke 2:10-11  

 In a world where people maim and murder each other – people live in great fear 

 In a world where husbands and fathers abuse and murder their own children and wives – people are 

forever fearful  

 In a world beset with road rage, water and air accidents – fear grips people 

 Where there is high voltage of terrorism  - people live in great fear  

 Where there is political corruption, immaturity and instability – people live in great fear 

 Where there is business and financial instability – people are fearful 

 Where people engage demonic spirits to fight the Spirit of God – people will live in fear  

 Where pastors and churches exercise diabolic methods in the name of Christ purporting to bless 

and heal  - people will cringe with fear  

 Where men and women of the cloth sell with their faith to become gospelpreneurs or 

pastorpreneurs - this evokes fear in people  

 In a world where disease and death make home in our homes – people will be fearful 

 But in the face of all this, Christmas calls us to celebrate in St Paul‘s words to the Romans when 

he says ‗In all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For if God is 

for us, who can be against us?‘ Chp 8:37  

 We need also to draw strength from Jesus‘ words in Matthew which say ―Do not be afraid of those 

who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul 

and body in hell‘ Chp 10:28  

I close with these remarks:   *If we ask for rain, we should be prepared to get wet and also to 

walk in the mud.‘    *If we accept the Christian faith, we should be prepared to take up our cross 

and follow Jesus. And Jesus never promised that it would be easy.    *May your Christmas be a 

Heavenly Blessed One, and may we all be brought safely into the Year 2015 the Year of Our Lord 

Jesus Christ. Amen  

  

  

 Bishop Dintoe Stephen Letloenyane 
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 THE DEAN‟S REPORT TO VESTRY MEETING 

 

A big thanks to the P.C.C. Administration staff, the ministry                                                                                        

team and all the members of the parish for their loyalty to                                                                                                        

the Lord and for resourcing the ministry of the church this                                                                                

past year. 

 

A special word of thanks to the clergy:                                                                                                                            

Bishop Tom Stanage, Fr Gordon Bauer, Fr Deon Lombard, Fr Sam Zenzile and Fr Albert Arko-

Cobbah. We wish Fr Albert Arko-Cobbah a happy retirement. We acknowledge the role and the 

ministry of the following guilds and organizations: Bopanang, AWF, Men‘s Fellowship, Soup 

Kitchen, Servers, Side-persons, Sunday School Teachers, Choir, Organists, Flower arrangers, 

Sacristans, Tea Pourers, Clothing Stall, Fund Raising Committee, Lay Ministers, Readers, 

Bazaar Committee, Youth and Ntate Bernard Maitin for always trimming the candles in the 

church. 

 

PERSONALIA  Condolences to all who lost their loved ones since the last vestry 

meeting. We remember Fr Reg Huskins who was once my rector in plurality in my 

formative years as a Deacon. Also we remember Estelle Middlecote, Sigi Hoehne and 

Shirley Richardson. We want to assure each and every one of you of God‘s love now and 

always. 

 

GOVERNANCE  As a parish we are complying with the fiscal policies and standard 

procedures of the Diocese. We have also taken a decision to give all members of the council 

financial statements three days before every sitting of the council. On a monthly basis the 

financial statement is posted on the door to the hall for transparency, and the books are now 

audited.  

 

FINANCIAL SUSTAINABILITY OF THE CHURCH  The primary source of 

finance for the core budget is our membership. Anglicanism is flourishing but fragile and we 

need to ask ourselves why. Is it because Anglicanism is cheap? We need to have a vision and 

buy into it. Chantell Ilbury and Clem Sunter the authors of the  book entitled ―The Fox Trilogy‖ 

use flags to identify dangers and problems for the future, so that people are able to imagine the 

unimaginable and deal with it. What are the flags that serve as indicators for us as Anglicans to 

show that we have problems →  

 

 Complacency as an established church 

 Being insular in terms of our outlook 

 Failure to be a missionary church 

 Outside patronage  

 The ―parito‖ principle – 80% of the work is done by 20% of the people 

As the church we need to have the mind of the fox to see, act and respond to the threats. We 

need to begin to think strategically and employ business principles in financing the church in 

this changing world. 
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MAINTENANCE  We need to take care of the church as a plant and its surroundings. In 

the Cathedral, St Michael‘s chapel, the walls and the roof were fixed, and three stained 

windows were restored. 

 

THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH 

 

 To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom 

 To teach, baptize and nurture new believers 

 To respond to human needs with loving service 

 To seek to transform the unjust structures of society 

 To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, sustain and renew the life of creation (to 

be stewards of God‘s creation). 

The above is our unique selling point  

 

MINISTRY  We were not able to appoint another minister and the process of discernment 

is still going on. As the parish we need to soak this process in prayer, but thanks to the visiting 

clergy and the lay ministers for picking up the slack.  

 

COMMUNICATION 

 

 The parish has got a Facebook page 

 Cathedral group chat  

 Website 

 Weekly pew leaflets 

 The Visitor is printed and published at the office at a high cost 

The Cathedral is in the premier league and I hope all of us will see to it that it is not relegated to 

a junior league. This can only be maintained when every member of the cathedral is fully 

involved in the life of the parish. May God bless you all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Council team building eating out evening – November 2014 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
A Thought:     Knowledge puffs up – makes the people who possess it                          
proud of themselves and their achievements, but love builds up – is in tune with the 
God  who is love and prompts us to care deeply about this world and its people.                                                         
   -Peter Jarvis  
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                 ANNUAL VESTRY MEETING – 22 FEBRUARY 2015 

 

            CHURCH WARDENS REPORT 

 

On behalf of the Council, I wish to thank each and every one present this                                                                      

morning, for your attendance. It does show that you care about your Church                                                      

and an AVM is a good platform to voice your opinions, your concerns, your                                                  

proposals and your compliments….hopefully. 

 

I just wish to touch on the Vision Statement of the Diocese…..to see just what we have 

achieved or not. 

 

Did we practise an Authentic Spirituality?   Have you and I really been genuine with our 

relationship with The Lord? Did we only talk to Him when we were in trouble? Have we made 

Him our friend? 

 

Did you and I serve the broken world?   Did you and I become Masters or did we become 

Servers? There is so much poverty and hunger around us…..did we try and bring or serve soup 

at the soup kitchen, did we ever help somebody that was in need, did we ever have a kind word 

for a broken soul? Did we tithe as promised, so as to have extra funds to do outreach? 

 

Did you and I develop Visionary Leadership?   Did you and I as a leader, lead by example? 

Did your Council run the Cathedral, based on business principles, or did they just let things 

slide? The Clergy, unfortunately, are also human and made mistakes. Did we meet with them to 

help, guide and embrace them, or did we stand back and criticize and sometimes via a third 

person? 

 

Did we minister as a team?  Did you and I serve as a team? As the saying goes…..did we as 

players become bigger than the game? Did we leave the ministering to a handful of people, did 

we ever volunteer to help and strengthen the team? 

 

Did we offer our time, gifts and talents?   Did you and I identify anybody, or even yourself, 

that had a certain natural talent and made it known to the Council?  Were you and I too 

disinterested and relied on somebody else to do the job? Did we tithe as promised?  

 

Did you and I take risks?   Were you and I prepared to accept change and any challenges that 

would come in our way, or did we criticize and submit no proposals? 

 

Did we communicate and consult effectively?   Did we really listen to one another? Did we 

really discuss issues that worried us and thereafter submit them to the Council?  

 

I have given you and I some food for thought as we enter 2015. 

I thank the dedicated members of the present Council, who tried and succeeded to keep 

the doors of the Cathedral open. Although we have been criticized and made mistakes, I 

am proud of each one of you.  

I wish the new Council all success for 2015. Learn from our mistakes and work to keep 

this Church the beautiful, spiritual home that it is. 

Stephen Grimsley     Church Warden 
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St. Monica‘s House of Prayer 

46 Green Street 

West End  

Kimberley 

8301 

Tel:  +27 53 832 2360 

        +27 53 833 1161 

 E-mail: sisterelainespb@gmail.com        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

 

                       

 

                                                    

Dear Oblates, Associates, Religious Brothers & Sisters Friends & Family  

Greetings. Our last annual newsletter was written from the Priory in Masite in Lesotho and 

now I‘m writing from St Monica‟s House of Prayer in Kimberley South Africa. Apologies 

for the delay in writing this but as you will see life became very full and busy. Going back to 

where the last letter ended on 31
st
 December 2013 we celebrated Sr.Lucia Mary‟s Golden 

Jubilee in the Religious Life. It was a lovely event starting with a Eucharist, Bishops Philip 

Mokuku and John Osmers O.S.P.B. con-celebrated with Revd Atwell Xana our Community 

Counsellor and Revd. John Sefantsi our Rector. Bishop Philip preached a moving meaningful 

sermon. The lunch that followed was prepared by dear friends Associates and our staff. Sr. 

Lebohang C.H.N. and her team beautifully decorated the dining rooms. We are grateful to them 

and to Evodia Ralekhetla for the loan of lovely Tupperware utensils, to members of Sr. Lucia 

Mary‘s family for their generous contributions and to all who gave gifts and their time. Thank 

you also to all who joined us in this celebration. We started 2014, with a thanksgiving/Farewell  

Eucharist on Epiphany. Thanksgiving for all the God given blessings and grace we received, for 

all, who have through their prayers, love, kindness and generosity made it possible for us to 

carry out God‘s calling during our time at Masite. Sadly it was a farewell to our living 

together as a family in Christ, sisters, staff and all who came to share in the life in Masite. 
A quote from Anatole France ―The time God allots to each one of us is like a precious tissue 

which we embroider as best we know how. It was a very moving Eucharistic celebration, 

Bishop Adam Taaso our Diocesan Bishop presided with Bishop John Osmers from Zambia, 

Bishop Philip Mokuku Lesotho (Retired), Bishop Malusi Mpumlwana from Pretoria & Bishop 

Mbele from Natal concelebrating.  Bishop John preached a wonderful sermon.  We are grateful 

to all who came to share with us, Friends, Family, Oblates, Associates Sisters of the community 

the Resurrection & Brethren of the Holy Cross from Grahamstowm, Brethren  of the Society of 

the Sacred Mission Lesotho & Sisters of the Community of the Holy Name Lesotho & 

Zululand. On 23
rd

 February we celebrated our last Eucharist together. Bishop Adam again 

presided con-celebrating were Bishop Philip Mokuku, Malusi Mpumlwana, Dean Edwin 

Baatjies, Revd Atwell Xana Sub- Dean and our Rector Revd. John Sefantsi and several Priests. 

We were honoured by all the guests who came to share in this farewell, they included the Prime 

Minister Ntate Tom Thabane, the former Prime Minister Ntate Mosisili, The South African 

High Commissioner Revd. Pumla Majeke, former Refugees who shared in our life while in 

exile, Members of the ANC Women‘s League from Bloemfontein who presented the Sisters 

with Basotho blankets & hats. The South African  High Commissioner, His Excellency Revd. 

Pumla Majeke presented each sister with a beautiful plaque thanking her for her ministry in the 

struggle.  The presenters then went to Sr. Josephine Mary‘s room to present the blankets & 

plaque to her in her sick bed and to thank her for her ministry to all the refugees.  The Eucharist 

was followed by a delicious dinner given by His Excellency the South African High 
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Commissioner & staff on behalf of the ANC in thanksgiving for all S.P.B.‘s ministry to the 

refugees during the apartheid regime. On the 24
th

 February,                                                                                     

Sr. Diana Mary departed to Burnham Abbey and shared                                                                             

in the Sisters lives until December when she moved to                                                                                                

Terry Cross House in Sussex and has happily settled in.                                                                           

(Sr. Diana Mary S.P.B.  Terry Cross House, Brighton Rd.,                                                               

Woodmancote, West Sussex, BN5 9SXS  Mobile +44 7437226858) 

25
th

 February Sr. Lucia Mary went to live with her niece in Maseru and is happily settled 

under the loving care of her niece. She is living near to the Brothers of the Society of the 

Sacred Mission who will minister to her.  (Sr. Lucia Mary S.P.B.   Contact her niece  Mobile 

00266 58023355) Sr. Theresia Mary has chosen to remain at Masite with a live-in 

companion, she is badly crippled with Arthritis.  Bishop Adam would prefer her to at the 

Diocesan Centre but gave her the grace to remain at Masite on trial to see if this is feasible. She 

is still happy to be there with Me‘Matseliso Ts‘oaeli her companion/ helper. Fr. John Sefantsi is 

overseeing the property as the Diocese now has ownership. They have a night watchman.   (Sr. 

Theresia Mary S.P.B. St. Barnabas Mission Masite Lesotho P.O. Box 7192, Maseru 100 

Lesotho Mobile  00266 58859585) 26
th

 February Sr. Josephine Mary was taken to our 

house in Kimberley by ambulance accompanied Brenda Meakins O.S.P.B. & Sr. Elaine 

Mary.  It was a hazardous journey with the ambulance breaking down outside Bloemfontein 

and having to transfer to another for the remainder of the journey.  Edana Roberts O.S.P.B. 

accompanied by Me‘ Matseliso & Motseoa with Ntate Thabo drove ahead of them.  Edana to 

stay permanently in Kimberley. Sr. Elaine left the next day to return on the 3
rd

 March. The 

people in Kimberley were so pleased to have Sr. Josephine with them as she had started the 

House in Kimberley at the request of Bishop Chadwick. Sadly Sr Josephine Mary passed 

away on the 7
th

 March. We took her body back to be buried in our cemetery at Masite.  She had 

a beautiful moving funeral on the 18
th

 March. Bishop Adam presided with Bishop Malusi 

Mpumlwana, Bishop Dintoe Letloenya and Bishop Andrew Duma Free State Diocese , the 

Deans of Bloemfontein & Lesotho Revd Atwell Xana & Revd John Sefantsi plus 15 Priest 

both local & from the Free State. We felt so supported by Friends from near & far, Oblates & 

Associates, Sisters & Brothers from both Roman & Anglican Religious Communities who 

came to bid her farewell. The former Prime Minister Ntate Mosisili in his speech paid tribute to 

her he said ― Sr. Josephine Mary came from England to Lesotho as a Missionary  but lived & 

spoke as a Mosotho and was known as Ma Rona (our mother). We were just beginning to settle 

into a routine when our intern Oblate Mathilda Strong who had shared the life with Sr. Camilla 

Mary for 20 years passed away on the 21
st
 April.  Although she had been ill for some time it 

was unexpected. She was much loved by the people. We and her family and friends miss her 

greatly. We are most grateful to Bishop Oswald Swartz for accepting us in the Diocese of 

Kimberley & Kuruman and for his warm welcome. Also to all the Kimberley people who have 

been so kind and helpful. Edana  Roberts O.S.P.B. has not been well and felt she could not 

cope with life here and  decided it was time for her to go into a care home.  Her choice was 

Lidia House in Ladybrand. Unfortunately 4 days before she was due to move she fractured her 

hip and had a partial replacement and spent 4 weeks in hospital before being transported by 

ambulance to Lidia House. She has found it difficult to cope with all the changes but is settling 

in and being well cared for by the kind and caring staff. (Edana Roberts O.S.P.B.  Lidia House 

P.O. Box 455, Ladybrand, 9745, South Africa.  0027 820904719) Sr. Camilla had a surgical 

removal of a large non malignant tumour from her leg that has taken a long time to heal, she 

spent from the end July to the beginning of October in hospital and the nursing care continued 

at home, the wound is now finally healed. She doing well, her diabetes and cardiac condition 

http://www.google.co.za/url?url=http://article.wn.com/view/2014/10/02/Mediator_says_Lesotho_to_hold_early_elections_in_February_20_g/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=7_v5VLX7GIWU7Qa4joFA&ved=0CBsQ9QEwAw&usg=AFQjCNHmty1T-Rgv-Q5ui5iyYHiJxVaddQ
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are well controlled. The ministry here at St. Monica‘s continues. Morning Prayer 07.00, 

Midday Prayer. Evening Prayer.17.00, the Eucharist 08.30 on Thursdays & Fridays. On 

Tuesdays we attend the Eucharist at the Cathedral & Sundays & Wednesdays at St Augustine. 

R.I.P. with Thanksgiving for the lives of our Oblate Bishop David Russell 17
th

 August 2014 

and Associates. Daphne Calvert 16
th

 May 2014, Maureen du Toit 21
st
 June 2014, Kay Eden 7

th
 

November 2014, Rachel Remmeley 16
th

 December 2014.  Our sincere condolences   to their 

families.   

Thank you to all who have so loving supported us with their prayers love & generosity. 

 

Wishing you many Blessings for 2015 
Great God, your love has called us here as we, by love, for love were made, 

Your living likeness still we bear, though marred dishonored, disobeyed, 

We come with all our heart and mind, Your call to hear, your love to find.     

            ( Brian A. Wren ) 

                                         Sr Elaine Mary S.P.B 

 

A picture of the Anglican Women’s Fellowship in Kimberley, Moruti Hilary Murphy was 
asked by Sister Elaine to run a Quiet Day for them; again on Compassion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.  

  

                                                                                                                                                                                    
               

                                                                                   

 

 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                     
 

            

 
            The Mission of The YW is to provide:                                                                                   
      secure, clean and comfortable accommodation                                                                  
  for young women within a Christian environment;                                 

    a biblical foundation leading to a life committed                                                                  :                                                               

   to Jesus Christ;                                                                                                                  
                   opportunities for young women to                                                                                                                   
                    enhance their personal growth                                                                                                              
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Dumela!                 
                                                                                                                                                                             

 I‟m Rev Linda Tomkinson and I am a curate at St John‟s Church, Blackpool, in the 

Diocese of Blackburn, England. As part of the continuing link between the Diocese of 

Blackburn and the Diocese of the Free State, I have had the great privilege of being here in 

South Africa for three weeks in November 2014. I have had an immensely varied time here. I 

joined the Mother‟s Union for their conference in Sasolburg, stopping at a number of churches 

on the way there including at Virginia and Kroonstad. I visited the work of Mosamaria, 

Sunflower House and New Start and I was able to witness some of the incredible work which 

is being done there in the name of God to support the more vulnerable members of the 

communities in and around Bloemfontein and Botshabelo.  

 I have also had the opportunity to preach and share in some of the services I 

attended. I preached at the Mother‟s Union conference, twice in the cathedral itself, and 

in St Andrew‟s School, as well as sharing with the Altar Servers in St Peter‟s, the 

Diocesan Staff morning prayers, Holy Cross Wednesday service and, of course, at the 

service in St Patrick‟s which was held to mark the 50
th

 Anniversary of the link between 

our two Dioceses. To be asked to share at such an important service is an honour I will 

never forget. 

 As well as lots of work, and lots of learning for me, I also managed to see some cultural 

sights, including museums, the Botanical Gardens, Naval Hill, KFC and Spar! I have been 

incredibly warmly welcomed here in South Africa and very well looked after by all my hosts, 

including the Link Committee and those who took me out for meals, or who took me out to 

show me the ministry they are involved in here – a special mention goes to Thapelo and Bino 

who worked so hard at preparing my itinerary and then looking after me every day for my 

three week visit as well as carrying on with their already busy jobs. They were even brave 

enough to let me cook for them one day too! (Also thanks to the Dean, Fr. Lazarus who let me 

borrow saucepans from his home without even knowing it whilst he was in England!) I enjoy 

cooking and will be striving to re-create at home some of the delicacies I have partaken off 

during my stay here! 

 Upon my return to England, I will be full of stories to tell people there about life in the 

Free State, most especially about your love for the Lord and your compassion in caring for 

those in need in our world. You are amazing people and I have loved my time here with you. 

Please be assured of my prayers for you and my thanks for all you have done to make me feel 

so welcome. I hope I get the opportunity to come and visit you again sometime, but the Lord 

directs our paths so it‘s in His hands.  

 May God bless each one of you:                                                                                                                   

Your Bishop, your archdeacons, your clergy, all who                                                                                                                 

serve your congregations, all who join together in                                                                                                          

worship and all those who live out their Christian faith                                                                                                                 

with compassion and hope for a better tomorrow for all.  

Moruti Linda                        

                                                                                                                                                                             

 

                                                   Rev Linda Tomkinson 

 

 

Joshua Ch 1 v 9 – Do not be afraid, do not be discouraged, for the Lord 
your God will be with you wherever you go.  
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―There is no exercise better for the heart than reaching down and lifting people up.‖ 

― John Holmes 

 

―Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an honest compliment, 

or the smallest act of caring, all of which have the potential to turn a life around.‖ 

― Leo Buscaglia 
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“Fill your heart with love for little children, and you will never grow old”                                         

           JM Barrie 

 

   

 

            “The Dean in disguise!”  
  
                        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                 Joan Marston  -                                                                                                                                                                          

Chief Executive:                                                                                                                                         

International Children‘s Palliative Care Network 

 

Sent us this picture of the Dean   with two of the                                                                                  

children, when he visited Sunflower House ----- 

 

                                                          ------ she forgot to mention he acts like a child lots  

       of times without any children around.             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Think we all need to get one!!!                                                                                                               
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              power outage 

I had a power outage at my house this morning and my PC, laptop, TV,DVD, 

iPad and my new surround system were all shut down. 

Then I discovered that my iPhone battery was flat. 

To top it off, it was raining so I couldn’t go for a walk, bike or run. 

The garage door opener needs electricity so I couldn’t go anywhere in the car. 

I went into the kitchen to make coffee and then I                                                        

remembered that this also needed power,                                                                                           

so I sat and talked with my wife for a few hours. 

                                 She seems like a nice person.   

  Submitted by:    Les van Heusden 

                                                                                                                                                        

                                           Peace is God’s road sign on the path of His will for you.                         

         –Rick DeArmand 

   H.GRINTER BUTCHERY            JUMPING CASTLE TO HIRE           

                     EST.1906                                                 

 

        Corner of Eastburger and 

     Zastron Streets Bloemfontein. 
 
 Telephone: Andrew 051-4473082 
 
                Suppliers of the  

 
    best quality meat                                                                              
                                                                                                                                          

                 and                                                                                                         

                                                                                    CONTACT:         

      services in town                                               

                                                                                               EDWIN  JACQUIRE                                                                                                      

                   CELL:      084 4224 156  

                                                                                   

http://www.zazzle.com/custom_bounce_house_birthday_5x7_invitation-161699822202986196
https://thelegacybuilder.files.wordpress.com/2010/03/teens.jpg
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                      We all know or knew someone like this!!                                                                                      
 
One day, when I was a freshman in high school, I saw a kid from my class was walking home 

from school. His name was Kyle. It looked like he was carrying all of his books. I thought to 

myself, „Why would anyone bring home all his books on a Friday? He must really be a nerd.‟ 

I had quite a weekend planned (parties and a football game with my friend‘s tomorrow 

afternoon), so I shrugged my shoulders and went on. As I was walking, I saw a bunch of kids 

running toward him. They ran at him, knocking all his books out of his arms and tripping him 

so he landed in the dirt. His glasses went flying, and I saw them land in the grass about ten feet 

from him…..He looked up and I saw this terrible sadness in his eyes. My heart went out to 

him. So, I jogged over to him as he crawled around looking for his glasses, and I saw a tear in 

his eye. As I handed him his glasses, I said, „Those guys are jerks.‟ They really should get 

lives. „He looked at me and said, „Hey thanks!‟ There was a big smile on his face. It was 

one of those that showed real gratitude. I helped him pick up his books, and asked him where 

he lived. As it turned out, he lived near me, so I asked him why I had never seen him before. He 

said he had gone to private school before now. I would have never hung out with a private 

school kid before. We talked all the way home and I carried some of his books. He turned 

out to be a pretty cool kid. I asked him if he wanted to play a little football with my friends. 

He said yes. We hung out all weekend and more I got to know Kyle, the more I liked him, and 

my friends thought the same of him. Monday morning came, and there was Kyle with the huge 

stack of books again. I stopped him and said, „Boy, you are gonna really build some serious 

muscles with this pile of books every day! „He just laughed and handed me half the books. 
Over the next four years, Kyle and I became best friends. When we were seniors we began to 

think about college. Kyle decided on George Town and I was going to Duke. I knew that we 

would always be friends, that the miles would never be a problem. He was going to be a doctor 

and I was going for business on a football scholarship. Kyle was valedictorian of our class. I 

teased him all the time about being a nerd. He had to prepare a speech for graduation. I was so 

glad it wasn‘t me having to get up there and speak. Graduation day, I saw Kyle. He looked 

great. He was one of those guys that really found him during high school. He filled out and 

actually looked good in glasses. He had more dates than I had and all the girls loved him. Boy, 

sometimes I was jealous! Today was one of those days. I could see that he was nervous about 

his speech. So, I smacked him on the back and said, ‗Hey, big guy, you‟ll be great!‟ He 

looked at me with one of those looks (the really grateful one) and smiled….‟Thanks,‟ he 

said. As he started his speech, he cleared his throat, and began… „Graduation is a time to 

thank those who helped you make it through those tough years. Your parents, your 

teachers, your siblings, maybe a coach…but mostly your friends….. I am here to tell all of 

you that being a friend to someone are the best gift you can give them. I am going to tell 

you a story.‘ I just looked at my friend with disbelief as he told the first day we met. He had 

planned to kill himself over the weekend. He talked of how he had cleaned out his locker so his 

Mom wouldn‘t have to do it later and was carrying his stuff home. He looked hard at me and 

gave me a little smile. „Thankfully, I was saved. My friend saved me from doing the 

unspeakable.‟ I heard the gasp go through the crowd as this handsome, popular boy told us all 

about his weakest moment. I saw his Mom and Dad looking at me and smiling that same 

grateful smile. Not until that moment did I realize its depth. Never underestimate the 

power of your actions. With one small gesture you can change a person‟s life. For better 

or for worse. God puts us all in each other‟s lives to impact one another in some way. 

Look for God in others.    

           Submitted by:  Les van Heusden 
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   Warden                      THE DEAN      Warden 

                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            

                      Eldrid Boraine               Fr Mosokotso                  Karin Jacobs 
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      Sandy Botha                       Rolf du Plessis     

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Nthabiseng                               

Masooa-Motsumi                                                                                                   Baby Lange 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cheryl Schroeter              Deacon                                           Kevin Corrigan      

 

 

 

 

                Basil Schroeter                Liola Boraine     

 

 

 

                                                            Fr Katazile Sam Zenzile                    
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APRIL CALENDAR 
         Week 1       Week 2       Week 3       Week 4        Week 5 

S
u

n
d

a
y

 

 5 EASTER 

SUNDAY – 

RESURRECTI

ON OF THE 

LORD 

07h30 – Holy 

Eucharist 

09h00 – Sung 

Eucharist 

 

12 FIRST 
SUNDAY 

AFTER 

EASTER 

07h30 – Holy 

Eucharist 

09h00 – Sung 

Eucharist  

19 SECOND 
SUNDAY 

AFTER 

EASTER 

07h30 – Holy 

Eucharist 

PARISH 

BREAKFAST 

09h00 – Sung 

Eucharist 

26 THIRD 

SUNDAY 

AFTER 

EASTER 

07h30 – Holy 

Eucharist 

09h00 – Sung 

Eucharist 

Bopanang 

M
o
n

d
a
y

 

 6 Monday in 

Easter Week 
17h30 – NO 

SERVICE – 

Public Holiday 

13  
17h30 - Holy 

Eucharist 

 

20  
17h30 - Holy 

Eucharist 
 

27  
17h30 - Holy 

Eucharist 

 

T
u

es
d

a
y

 

 7 Tuesday in 

Easter Week 

08h00 – Holy  

Eucharist 

08h30 – Staff   

meeting 

09h30 – Knit & 

Knatter at Siesta 

 

14  
08h00 – Holy  

Eucharist 

08h30-  Staff  

meeting 

09h30 – Knit & 

Knatter at Siesta 

15h30 – Bible 

Study – 15 

Dickie Clarke 

Street 

21 Anselm 
08h00 – Holy  

Eucharist 

08h30 – Staff   

meeting 

09h30 – Knit & 

Knatter at Siesta 

17h30 – Council 

meeting 

28 
08h00 – Holy  

Eucharist 

08h30-  Staff  

meeting 

09h30 – Knit & 

Knatter at Siesta 

15h30 – Bible 

Study – 15 

Dickie Clarke 

Street 

W
ed

n
es

d
a

y
 

1 Wednesday in 

Holy Week 

08h00 – Holy  

Eucharist 

8 Wednesday in 

Easter Week 

08h00 - Holy  

Eucharist 

15  
08h00 – Holy 

Eucharist 

22  
08h00 – Holy 

Eucharist 

29 Catherine of 

Siena 

08h00 - Holy  

Eucharist 

T
h

u
rs

d
a
y

 

2 MAUNDY 

THURSDAY 
09h30 - Holy 

Eucharist 

18h00 – Holy 

Eucharist, 

Washing of the 

Feet 

9 Thursday in 

Easter Week 

09h30 - Holy 

Eucharist 

18h00 – AWF 

16 
09h30 - Holy 

Eucharist 

17h30 - EXCO 

23 George 
09h30 – Holy 

Eucharist 

 

30 
09h30 – Holy 

Eucharist 

 

F
ri

d
a
y

 

3 GOOD 

FRIDAY- 

Public Holiday 
12h00 – Three 

hour Service 

10 Friday in 

Easter Week 
08h00 – Holy 

Eucharist 

17  
08h00 - Holy  

Eucharist  

24  
08h00 - Holy  

Eucharist 

 

S
a
tu

rd
a
y

 4 HOLY 

SATURDAY 

18h00 – Easter 

Vigil 

11 Saturday in 

Easter Week 
08h00 – Holy 

Eucharist 

18  
08h00 - Holy  

Eucharist  

25 ST MARK 

08h00 - Holy  

Eucharist  
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                                                       STEWARDSHIP 

 October is our stewardship month but I think it is important that we do not focus on it 

as a once off project but consider it as a way of life. We all made promises on our dedication 

cards to serve the Lord in different ministries in the church, so let us translate them into 

action in 2015 and make a positive contribution in the life of our parish knowing that we 

are serving the Lord and His people. Let us use our talents to build up the kingdom of 

God here on earth.  

         

        I love the stories in 1Kings 17:10-16                                   

        in the  middle of a famine, a poor widow 

        shares the last of her food with the prophet 

        Elijah, and far from losing by so doing, she 

        is enriched  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark 12:38-44 in the eyes of the others 

the offering of the widow was the least  

but in the eyes of Christ was the greatest.  

Jesus praised a widow who made a very 

small offering. He praised her because it was all that she had. Jesus did not judge an offering by 

its size, but by what it caused the giver. We tend to judge our own contribution and that of 

the others by standards other than those of the Gospel. 
In biblical times widows were among the poorest of the poor. The widow in 1Kings 17:10-16 

was a non-Jew, and she had a son to support. She was down to her last drop of olive oil. After 

that she and her child must starve. Yet, by sharing it with the prophet, she has an never-ending 

supply of flour and oil. She represents those people who, despite poverty, oppression and 

economic situations, place all their trust in God. In the Gospel, Jesus‘ denunciation of the 

public display of the scribes provides a background for an example of genuine religious 

behavior on the part of the widow. Her example of true piety contrasts sharply with the 

counterfeit piety of the scribes. The widow let go of every shred of security, and committed 

herself wholly to God. The two stories of the widows are as much about trust in God as about 

generosity. This should challenge us in our giving. 

 

 The test of a gift is not what it amounts to itself, but what its loss means to the giver. We 

have to give so that it will cost us something. Unfortunately Anglicanism is cheap when it 

comes to giving. This is not just giving but what we can‘t live without or don‘t want to live 

without. This kind of giving hurts, this is love in action. When the gift is as desperately 

needed by the giver as by the receiver- that is true giving. Then our gift becomes sacrifice. 

 

 Giving liberates the soul of the giver. The giver is as enriched as the recipient. When we 

give cheerfully and accept gratefully, everyone is blessed. I encourage the biblical principle of 

giving. I know some of us use the widow‘s mite parable to justify how we rob God in terms of 

sacrificial giving. 

https://witshadows.files.wordpress.com/2012/11/widows-mite.jpg
http://grace.allpurposeguru.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/08/ELIJAH-AND-THE-WIDOW-OF-ZAREPHATH.jpg
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 I recently saw a pamphlet in the Blackburn Cathedral which states the Cathedral spends 

£2000 on a daily basis just to keep the doors open. I was able to talk to one of the side persons 

who told me that was an old figure and it needs to be updated. It got me thinking: how many 

of us know how much it costs to run our Cathedral here in Bloemfontein on a daily basis? 
Please note our cash base is from commitments and pledges only. Thank you to all the members 

who are giving generously to the church despite their own financial recession. 

 

 I had to write letters to each and every member of the church, reminding them of their 

financial commitment to the parish. Please treat this matter with the urgency it deserves using 

the example of the two widows I have highlighted in this letter.  

 

„Love is like a basket of loaves and fishes: 

 you never have enough until you start giving it away.‟ 

  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                         Fr Lazarus Mohapi 
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SERVICES PROVIDED AT THE CATHEDRAL 

 

 

 

Sunday Services: 

 

07h30   Said Holy Eucharist 

09h00 Sung Holy Eucharist AND Sunday School in the Hall 

 
 

 

The Cathedral over and above the Sunday services offers the following services: 

 

  

 Monday  17:30 

 Tuesday      8:00  

 Wednesday       8:00  

 Thursday          9:30 

 Friday              8:00 

 Saturday               8:00 

  

 

I humbly request that whenever you are available, do attend these services. After the 

service on a Thursday everyone meets for tea and biscuits in the foyer, a lovely time of 

fellowship. Tea is also served in the Hall after the 09h00 service – join us! 

 

As Anglicans we also pray at 12:00 midday and you are encouraged to do likewise.  

At 12h00 every day the bell at the tower gets rung and the Angelus is said: 

 

Hail Mary, Full of Grace, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among women and blessed is 

the fruit of your womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the 

hour of our death.  Amen  

 

  
 
                
 
 
 
 

 

 

HOLY BAPTISM  BY ARRANGEMENT 

 

Contact:  Parish Secretary: Sandy Botha    051-448-3010 
 
 

CONFESSION, COUNSELLING & INTERVIEWS BY ARRANGEMENT 

 

 
                          PLEASE Contact:   Any one of the Priests 
                          on their cell phones to arrange with them  

                  FOR AN APPOINTMENT. 
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               CATHEDRAL DIRECTORY 
             CLERGY                                                                    PARISH STAFF 

                                                             
The Dean  

                                                                                     
Parish Secretary: Sandy Botha 

 

The Very Revd Lazarus Mohapi 
   051-447-3649  
 083-759-6688 
   mohapil3@gmail.com 
 

Receptionist:   Cheryl Schroeter 
Mon – Thurs  08h00 – 15h00 /  Fri 08h00-13h00 
     051-448-3010 or 051-447-6462 
     051-448-3078 
      info@bloemcathedral.co.za 

Clergy 
 
 

 

CATHEDRAL CONTACT DETAILS 
Postal Address 
The Cathedral of St Andrew and St Michael 
PO Box 1523 
Bloemfontein 9300 
 
Bank Details 
Name: The Cathedral of St Andrew and St Michael 
Bank:                  Nedbank 
Branch:               Mimosa Mall 
Code:                  117-134 
Account:            1171082584 
 
Please include your name and / or pledge number 
as reference 
 info@bloemcathedral.co.za 
 angcath@bloemcathedral.co.za 

 

Website: http://bloemcathedral.co.za 
Facebook: THE CATHEDRAL OF ST ANDREW AND 
ST MICHAEL, BLOEMFONTEIN 

      

Deacon: Fr Sam Zenzile   
   051-447-4266 
  078-332-7468 

 

 
 

Estate Manager 

Basil Schroeter 
084-504-5000    

  

                                                         HOSPITAL VISITING  
 PLEASE NOTE:  We always want to support Cathedral members and their family and friends 
who might be sick at home or in hospital. The clergy treat this ministry as a high priority BUT can 
only visit or pray for you if we know that you are not well. Please be sure to inform us of this need. 

Mediclinic:    
Fr Lazarus Mohapi 
 051-4474266 
 083-7596688 
                       
 
                                                         Rose Park: 
                                                         Fr Lawrence Sehau 
                                                         082-7173356  
                                                                                                                    
 082-5034356 
                                                                                       
Universitas: 
St Margaret’s Church 
 051-4305924  
 
 
 

National: 
Deacon: 
Fr Sam Zenzile 
078-3327468   
   
Oranje: 

Dipiloane Phutsisi   

 082-7126028 
 
Sunflower House:   
  
 
Pelonomi: 
Fr Isaac Kalake  
082-5972501 
 

  

mailto:info@bloemcathedral.co.za
mailto:info@bloemcathedral.co.za
mailto:angcath@bloemcathedral.co.za

