
             

             December 2015 and January 2016  Edition 

 

     The Cathedral Church of Saint Andrew & Saint Michael ð Bloemfontein 

                            
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Happy Christmas and New Year to All 

                 Mahlohonolo a Keresemese le a lemo se setjha ho lona bohle 

Geseende Kersfees en ôn Voorspoedige Nuwejaar 
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Columbus, Ohio to Bloemfontein and back  -  Music Connects their Hearts 
 

A relationship between a womenôs prison in Columbus, Ohio and a childrenôs 

hospice in Bloemfontein may seem an unlikely connection. Thanks to the musical magic of 

David Brown, founder and conductor of the Harmony Project in Columbus; and Cathe 

Kobaker a long-time friend of Sunflower Hospice, women in a drug and alcohol rehabilitation 

programme in Ohio Reformatory for Women (ORW) have developed a relationship with the 

children and staff of Sunflower House, based on song. This has been shown on TV both in 

South Africa and the USA and is unique in the world.  

 

The Harmony Project is based on a belief that when you sing together, you act 

together and they Sing, Serve and Share to make communities better places and to help 

those who are often side-lined in society, to participate and feel they belong.  

 

When David was asked to develop a choir within the ORW he was happy to agree 

providing the women could identify some community service ï difficult when you are 

serving a sentence. Cathe had visited Sunflower House and suggested that they sing via 

Skype for the children of Sunflower House. Thus began a relationship between the women and 

the children. Once a month the women sing for the children, the children sing back, and then 

they sing together. The women started making gifts for the children both in Sunflower House 

and the community hospice programme; knitting, crocheting, painting, sewing and crafting. 

They make puppets and other items to express their singing and to give the children joy. 

I was blessed to visit the ORW last year where the women had made a huge sunflower 

with ñWelcome Mrs Joanò to greet me, then drew me to a wall where they had painted 

sunflowers and within each was a photograph of a sunflower child.  

Many of these women have lost contact with their own children, or been rejected by them. They 

were so eager to learn more about the children and why they were in Sunflower House. When a 

Sunflower House child is very ill they pray for the child and send frequent messages asking 

how the child is doing. Meeting with them it felt they could have been my mother, my sister, 

my daughter or even myself. I donôt know why they are in prison, I do know they may be 

serving a sentence, but that does not make them any less caring and compassionate. The 

children mean so much to them, and they brighten the lives of our Sunflower Children. 

 

 

            

 

    Richard Marston 

                Joan Marston  

               Kevin Corrigan 

                Kathy de Wit 

           Samantha Beelders 

              Ryan Beelders. 
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         JANUARY          CALENDAR  
           Week 1       Week 2       Week 3     Week 4        Week 5  

S
u

n
d

a
y 

31 FOURTH 

SUNDAY OF 

THE YEAR  
07h30 ï Holy 

Eucharist 

09h00 ï Sung 

Eucharist  

 

3 SECOND 

SUNDAY 

AFTER 

CHRISTMAS  
08h00 ï Holy 

Eucharist 

 

10 THE 

EPIPHANY OF 

OUR LORD 

07h30 ï Holy 

Eucharist 

09h00 ï Sung 

Eucharist  

 

17 SECOND 

SUNDAY OF 

THE YEAR  
07h30 ï Holy 

Eucharist 

09h00 ï Sung 

Eucharist 

24 THIRD 

SUNDAY OF 

THE YEAR  
07h30 ï Holy 

Eucharist 

09h00 ï Sung 

Eucharist  

Bopanang group 

M
o

n
d

a
y
 

 4 OFFICE 

RE-OPENS 

17h30 - Holy 

Eucharist 

11 
17h30 - Holy 

Eucharist 

 

18 
CONFESSION 

OF ST PETER 
17h30 - Holy 

Eucharist 

25 THE 

CONVERSION 

OF ST PAUL 

17h30 - Holy 

Eucharist 

17h30 ï Council 

meeting 

T
u

e
s
d

a
y 

 5  

08h00 - Holy  

Eucharist 

08h30 ï Staff   

meeting 

 

12  
08h00 ï Holy  

Eucharist 

08h30 ï Staff 

meeting 

09h30 ï Knit & 

Knatter at Siesta 

15h30 ï Bible 

Study ï 15 

Dickie Clarke 

Street 

19  
08h00 - Holy  

Eucharist 

08h30 ï Staff   

meeting 

09h30 ï Knit & 

Knatter at Siesta 

 

26 Timothy & 

Titus 

08h00 - Holy  

Eucharist 

08h30 ï Staff   

meeting 

09h30 ï Knit & 

Knatter at Siesta 

15h30 ï Bible 

Study ï 15 

Dickie Clarke 

Street 

W
e
d

n
e
s
d

a
y  6 THE 

EPIPHANY OF 

OUR LORD  
08h00 - Holy  

Eucharist  

13 Hilary  

08h00 ï  Holy 

Eucharist 

20  
08h00 ï Holy 

Eucharist 

27 John 

Chrysostom 
08h00 ï Holy 

Eucharist 

T
h

u
rs

d
a

y
  7  

09h30 - Holy 

Eucharist 

14 Richard 

Benson of 

Cowley 

09h30 - Holy 

Eucharist 

21 Agnes 
09h30 ï Holy 

Eucharist  

17h30 - EXCO 

28 Thomas 

Aquinas 
09h30 ï Holy 

Eucharist 

F
ri
d

a
y

 

1 THE HOLY 

NAME OF JESUS:   
PUBLIC 

HOLIDAY  

08h00 ï NO 

SERVICE 

8  
08h00 - Holy  

Eucharist  

15 

08h00 - Holy  

Eucharist  

22 
08h00 - Holy  

Eucharist  

 

29 Charles 

Frederick 

Mackenzie 

08h00 - Holy  

Eucharist  

 

S
a

tu
rd

a
y 

2 
08h00 - Holy  

Eucharist  

 

9  
08h00 ï Holy                                

Eucharist 

16  
08h00 - Holy  

Eucharist 

23 Yona 

Kanamuzeyi 
08h00 - Holy  

Eucharist  

 

 

30 
08h00 - Holy  

Eucharist  
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   FEBRUARY               CALENDAR  
     Week 1       Week 2       Week 3     Week 4      Week 5  

S
u

n
d

a
y 

 7 FIFTH 

SUNDAY OF 

THE YEAR ï 

Education 

Sunday 

07h30 ï Holy 

Eucharist 

09h00 ï Sung 

Eucharist  

 

14 FIRST 

SUNDAY IN 

LENT  

07h30 ï Holy 

Eucharist 

09h00 ï Sung 

Eucharist  

 

21 SECOND 

SUNDAY IN 

LENT  

07h30 ï Holy 

Eucharist 

09h00 ï Sung 

Eucharist 

28 THIRD 

SUNDAY IN 

LENT  

07h30 ï Holy 

Eucharist  

09h00 ï Sung 

Eucharist 

Bopanang Group 

M
o

n
d

a
y
 1 

17h30 - Holy 

Eucharist 

8  
17h30 - Holy 

Eucharist 

15 Thomas 

Bray 
17h30 - Holy 

Eucharist 

 

22 
17h30 - Holy 

Eucharist 
 

29  
17h30 - Holy 

Eucharist 

 

T
u

e
s
d

a
y 

2 THE 

PRESENTATION 

OF OUR LORD 

IN THE 

TEMPLE  

08h00 - Holy  

Eucharist 

08h30 ï Staff   

meeting 

09h30 ï Knit & 

Knatter at Siesta 

 

9 James Mata 

Dwane 

08h00 - Holy  

Eucharist 

08h30 ï Staff   

meeting 

09h30 ï Knit & 

Knatter at Siesta 

15h30 ï Bible 

Study ï 15 

Dickie Clarke 

Street 

 

16  
08h00 - Holy  

Eucharist 

08h30 ï Staff   

meeting 

09h30 ï Knit & 

Knatter at Siesta 
 

23 Polycarp 
08h00 - Holy  

Eucharist 

08h30 ï Staff   

meeting 

09h30 ï Knit & 

Knatter at Siesta 

15h30 ï Bible 

Study ï 15 

Dickie Clarke 

Street 

17h30 ï Council 

meeting 

 

W
e
d

n
e
s
d

a
y 3 Anskar 

08h00 ï  Holy 

Eucharist 

10 ASH 

WEDNESDAY 
08h00 - Holy  

Eucharist  

18h00ï Eucharist 

17 Ember Day 

08h00 ï  Holy 

Eucharist 

17h30 ï Alpha 

Course 

24 08h00 ï Holy 

Eucharist 

17h30 ï Alpha 

Course 

 

T
h

u
rs

d
a

y
 4 Manche 

Masemola  

09h30 ï  Holy 

Eucharist 

18h00 ï AWF 

AGM 

11  
09h30 - Holy 

Eucharist 

 

18  
09h30 - Holy 

Eucharist 

17h30 - EXCO 

25  
09h30 - Holy 

Eucharist 

 

 

F
ri
d

a
y

 

5 The Martyrs 

of Japan 

08h00 ï Holy 

Eucharist 

12  
08h00 - Holy  

Eucharist  

19 Ember Day 

08h00 - Holy  

Eucharist  

26 
08h00 - Holy  

Eucharist 

 

S
a

tu
rd

a
y 6 

08h00 - Holy  

Eucharist  

 

13  
08h00 ï Holy                                

Eucharist 

20  
08h00 - Holy  

Eucharist 

27 George 

Herbert  
08h00 - Holy  

Eucharist  
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    Thanks from Sunflower Childrenõs Hospice 
 

The children, staff and volunteers of Sunflower Childrenôs Hospice wish to thank Fr Lazarus, 

the PCC and so many who have supported the children during the past year. You have made a 

real difference in their lives. Sending much love and good wishes for a Very Merry Christmas 

and wonderful New Year. 

 
  Molly Mohapi  with some of the 

  Sunflower Children that were 

  at the Advent Carol Service  

  that was held at the Cathedral  

  on the 6th December.  

  A retiring collection was donated 

  to Sunflower house.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             A map to show where Sunflower House or 

  St Nicholas Childrenôs Hospice is situated in Bloemfontein. 
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Dear friends in Christ,  

 

Advent Sunday marks the start of the churchôs liturgical year and introduces the season 

of Advent. It is a time of waiting for the long expected Jesus. As the hymnist says "O come, 

O come Emmanuelò.      

 

 

As we begin our Advent pilgrimage, we look forward to the birth of our Lord and 

Redeemer. Let us in prayer, praise and song give voice to the hopes set forth in the scriptures, 

that the kingdom of God may be inaugurated in our world and in our hearts. As Christians we 

need to offer ourselves as witnesses to the Advent of Christ's glory, seeking to bring His 

primordial light and love to those who sit in darkness.  

 

The Advent season can be overshadowed by                                                                                                       

a shopping spree and not being able to hear the voice of                                                                                             

John the Baptist saying: "prepare the road for the                                                                                           

coming of the Lord." (Luke 3:4-5). As Christians we                                                                                         

are reminded of the most important theological mystery                                                                                        

that is the Incarnation. God taking our human nature.                                                                                           

We think of God's infinite love for us. 

 

Christmas is a time of giving gifts and not expecting to receive any. We think of the most 

wonderful things that the Almighty has showered us with throughout our lives, and most 

importantly the gift of his Son to humanity. Yes, great is his faithfulness. All we have needed 

he has provided.                                                                                                                                                                 

 

On the 16 December 2015 I will be celebrating 25 years of ordination to the priesthood. I 

feel humbled to serve in this Cathedral where I was ordained. Thanks be to God. I love hymn 

235 from Ancient and Modern New Standard. (O Jesus, I have promised to serve thee to the 

end.) It means a lot to me! 

 

Next year the Cathedral will be celebrating 150 years. We give thanks to God for the 

people who have served the Lord here. Some have since gone to their rest. We remember them 

and we shall celebrate their contribution towards making this place what is today. But we 

equally have a responsibility to hand over to the next generation a healthy and sustainable 

church. We need to keep the doors of the church open at all times. Thank you to all of those 

who have helped resource the church throughout the year. We shall have a number of activities 

to mark this milestone. I hope you will all play your part in making the plans we have in mind a 

success. We will set up a programme of activities in the New Year, building up to the Patronal 

Festival in September on St Michaelôs Day to be celebrated on October 2nd 2016. 

 

                                                   Yours in Christ, 

                                                                             Dean Lazarus Mohapi  
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S 

N 

I  

P 

P 

E 

T 

Sandy Botha  

 

Still on a sporty note:                                                                                                                                                                      

 

 

Neo Mogodi is not just a star at netball, 

she also plays tennis very well!     

She has now been chosen for the under 14 Free State Tennis side 

and she will play in Pretoria.  

Neo is the daughter of Arnold & Esme Mogodi. 

   
 

    One of our St Michaelôs girls Keasha Masuabi, 

is just one of only twelve learners in South                                                       

 Africa which will represent their country at 

an International Debating Competition in the 

United States! Some of the subjects they  

debated on were xenophobia, terrorism, the 

international criminal court and other such 

daunting categories. Keasha is the daughter of 

George Masuabi. She is a grade 11 pupil and 

will be leaving in the new year for this  

competition, which has been organized by the  

United Nations. She is the second learner from  

St Michaels to go overseas to represent her 

country in debating. She is very excited and canôt wait! 

 

 

More schoolôs news is that Dante Scharneck  

has been made a Primary School monitor at 

Curro Bloemfontein for 2016.             

He is the son of Veronica Scharneck,  

who teaches Sunday School at the Cathedral. 

 

 

 


